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HOLAS I to HOLAS II
HELCOM work on core indicators
• HELCOM concluded based on HOLAS I (2010)
that a regionally coherent assessment requires
regionally developed core indicators
• CORE EUTRO and TARGREV (2009-2013)
EUTRO-OPER and EUTRO-OPER EXTENDED (2013-2016)
• CORESET I (2011-2013)
CORESET II (2013-2015)
• Lead Country approach to further indicator development (2015-2016)
In parts BalticBOOST and TAPAS (2015-2016)
• Core indicator porposals have been developed for with the aim to
cover all assessment elements in HOLAS II

2nd HELCOM Holistic Assessment
• The assessment is carried out through the HOLAS II project
• The assessment report will:
• follow-up the goals and objectives of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP)
• be developed so that it can serve as a joint “roof report” for reporting
under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive in 2018.

• The report will be developed in two steps:
a first version will be prepared mid-2017 and
an update by mid-2018.
• Data period for the updated version is 2011-2016.

Overview of HOLAS II outputs
”Chapters in the report”
Economic
and social
analyses
Use of marine
waters
Cost of
degradation

Measures
Measures
taken to
achieve GES

1: Print
(90 pp)

Results by species groups, descriptors, integrated assessments
BSII

2: Web
(details)
Results by indicator and pressures
3: Web
Core indicators

Pressure and ecosystem
component data sets

helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/indicators/

Indicator development 2016
2016
Q1

Q2

Lead/co-lead
countries and:
IN-EUTRO 2-2016
IWGAS 2016
FISH-PRO II 3-2016
IN BENTHIC 1-2016
EN Litter
EN Noise

Lead/co-lead
countries and:
EN-HZ 2-2016
EN-HZ 3-2016
IN-EUTRO 3-2016
PEG 2016
FISH IND WS-2016
MORS EG 6-2016
EN Litter
EN Noise

Q3
Lead/co-lead countries and:
EN-HZ 4-2016
IN-EUTRO 4-2016
TAPAS benthic WS 1-2016
EN Litter
EN Noise
Data for indicator
evaluations in the period
2011-2015 available by
September 2016 (COMBINE,
HELCOM data bases, ad hoc
data calls – doc 3MA-1)

Q4
Lead/co-lead countries and:
SEAL 10-2016
JWG Bird 2016
ZEN-ZIIM 2016
EN Litter
Indicators and GES-definitions to
be used in HOLAS II to be :
- Endorsed at State &
Conservation 5-2016
- Adopted by HOD: Dec 2016
Indicator evaluations based on
2011-2015 data ready by end of
2016/early 2017.

HOLAS II timeline 2017-2018
2017
Q1
Jan/Feb: Intersessional
review by STATE &
CONSERVATION on
data and indicator
evaluations (doc 4J-26)
Feb: Carry out
thematic assessments
and pressure index
evaluations
(2011-2015)
March:Workshops to
approve of results

Q2
Update indicator
reports
Prepare first
version of the 2nd
holistic
assessment
May: Review by
STATE &
CONSERVATION
6-2017
June: Approval by
HOD

2018
Q3

Q4

Q1

Q2

Consultations
within
countries on
the first
version of the
2nd holistic
assessment

Consultations
within
countries on
the first
version of the
2nd holistic
assessment

Revise the
assessment
taking into
account results
of consultations

Update the 2nd
holistic
assessment by
June-2018

Update
indicator
evaluations
and reports,
thematic
assessments,
pressure index
evaluations
(data period
2011-2016)

Review by
STATE &
CONSERVATION
spring 2018

Approval by
HOD June 2018

State and Conservation 5-2016
4J.19 The Meeting considered the core indicator ‘Zooplankton
mean size and total stock’ (document 4J-29) and noted the
endorsement by Finland and Sweden on the nationally relevant
GES boundary proposal while other countries agreed to further
discuss the issue at ZEN-ZIIM and inform on their position at
HOD 51-2016.
4J.20 The Meeting noted that the next meeting of the ZEN-ZIIM
project will be held on 24-25 November 2016 and encouraged
Contracting Parties to attend the meeting, bringing their own
data so that calculations of GES boundaries can be done jointly.

State and Conservation 5-2016
4J.21 The Meeting took note of the following comments by Contracting
Parties:
• Denmark will participate in ZEN-ZIIM 2016 and bring national data
but cannot lift the specific study reservation at this time.
• Germany informed that national projects could provide GES
boundaries for their assessment units, but relevant information will
not be available before the end of 2017, so that it could earliest be
considered at that stage if assessments could be done in 2018,
provided that the indicator is found applicable to German waters as
well.
• Latvia will participate in ZEN-ZIIM 2016 with the aim to complete the
GES boundary for the Gulf of Riga.
• Poland will check GES boundaries for the Gulf of Gdansk as
presented to the Meeting.

Poland provided the following comments in writing
GES boundary for MSTS […] are not based on standardized HELCOM ZEN methodology,
because that method was not yet available at that time.
Proposals of GES boundaries (calculated on the basis of Polish monitoring data) for the
Bornholm Basin, Gdansk Basin and the southern slope of Gotland Basin and the two
transition water bodies are not final and are as follows:
Basin / area

GES (S&C)

GES (PL)

Bornholm Basin

13/402

12.2/223

Gdansk Basin
S Gotland Basin

Puck Lagoon
Vistula Lagoon

Reference
period S&C
RefConFISH/
RefConFISH

10.2/102.8
14/294

11.6/156.3

7.7/272.9
3.3/47.6

RefConFISH/
RefConFISH

Reference
period (PL)
RefConFISH/
RefConFISH
RefConFISH/
RefConFISH
RefConFISH/
RefConFISH
Not determined
Not determined

At this stage Poland is in favor on having the GES boundaries for the above five areas,
calculated on the basis of Polish monitoring data.
In addition, further work on the setting of GES for the indicator is needed, among others
intercalibraction for common areas is needed, such as Bornholm Basin.

State and Conservation 5-2016
3MA.1 The Meeting took note of the status of data reporting for
HOLAS II (document 3MA-1) and took note of the urgency to submit
the still missing data without further delay, latest by end of
November 2016 so that experts can continue with calculations for
updated indicator evaluations.
3MA.2 The Meeting took note of the following information on the
status of data delivery:
Zooplankton:
• Finland and Denmark is working on submitting zooplankton data,
which has not been reported due to technical challenges – however,
the Finnish data is available to be included in the indicator.
• Germany will check the availability of zooplankton data 2011-2012
for the EEZ

State and Conservation 5-2016
4J.4 The Meeting discussed the possibility to include additional
results in the updated and final version of the 2nd holistic
assessment in 2018 in the case that indicators are tested and
made operational during 2017. The Meeting was of the view that
this possibility should be discussed at a national level and
proposed that GEAR 15-2016 could consider this issue further.

Gear 15-2016
3.9 The Meeting supported the use of core indicators in HOLAS II also in
the case that they are only operational in a limited number of
assessment units as long as they are agreed by the countries sharing a
sub-basin.
3.12 The Meeting supported in principle the inclusion of additional
indicators in the updated assessment by mid-2018 and proposed that
‘place holders’ could be used in the first version of the report to indicate
that additional information may be included in the final assessment
report. The Meeting acknowledged that countries will investigate further
the possibilities for reviewing their national reports with the aim of
updating them according to HOLAS II in 2018.

Discussions and expert level
consensus needed at ZEN ZIIM 2016
• Finalize the GES boundary proposals
• Conclude on how to compile the indicator
dataset incl.
provide any needed complements to
COMBINE data noting any data restrictions
• Calculate the indicator evaluations for the
period 2011-2015

