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Marine litter monitoring
• The monitoring of litter covers amount and composition of marine litter.
Currently no coordinated monitoring of marine litter exists in the region.
National monitoring programmes concern macroscopic litter on the beaches,
water surface, on the seafloor and in biota, and microlitter in the surface water
and sediments, depending on the CP.
• Within HELCOM monitoring programme:
─ Sub-programme “Microlitter particle abundance and characteristics”
─ Sub-programme “Macrolitter charasteristics and abundance/volume”
• Indicators under development:
‒ pre-core indicator on beach litter (PO + DK & SE)
‒ pre-core indicator on litter on the seafloor (Co-lead DK & SE);
‒ candidate indicator on microliter in the water column (FI + DK & DE)
• Guidelines for monitoring beach litter endorsed in May 2018

Marine litter assessment: beach litter (1/2)

Marine litter assessment: beach litter (2/2)
Ten most frequent litter items at Baltic Sea level

Marine litter assessment: seafloor litter
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Global processes
• Outcome of the Fifth European Regional Seas Coordination Meeting on
the Progress Achieved in the Implementation of the Regional/Action
Plans on Marine Litter held in Vrachati, Greece, on 4-5 July 2018 (doc. 13)
Meeting conclusions on p. 5
Annex 1 on the state of implementation of the three RAPs ML
• MEPC 73 (22-26 October 2018, London) will have a dedicated agenda
item to the development of an action plan to address marine plastic
litter from ships

Global processes
Attendance to UN events and echoing of
campaigns.
Contribution to UN reports:
• “Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics:
Global Lessons and Research to Inspire Action
and Guide Policy Change,
UNEP/AHEG/2018/1/INF/4”
• “Combating marine plastic litter and
microplastics: An assessment of the
effectiveness of relevant international,
regional and subregional governance
strategies and approaches,
UNEP/AHEG/2018/1/INF/3”
G7 Workshop on the relevance of the regional
dimension in the implementation of the G7
Action Plan on ML (Rome, April 2017)

EU processes
• Analysis of the linkages between the RAP on ML and the EU Plastic
Strategy (doc. 1-4)
The list of encouraged actions to regional authorities contained in the
Strategy are aligned with the contents of specific actions in the RAP on
ML
• International Workshop on Seafloor Macro Litter Monitoring organised
by EC JRC and AWI (30-31 May 2018, Bremerhaven, Germany)
• Twelfth Meeting of the MSFD Technical Group on Marine Litter (MSFD
TG Litter) (26-27 June 2018), back-to-back with the two workshops on
Marine Litter Baselines and Thresholds (28 June 2018, Larnaca, Cyprus)

MD 2018 & marine litter (1/2)
“29. BEING CONCERNED that marine litter, and in particular plastic waste,
continues to be a problem in the Baltic Sea, WE STRESS the importance of
eliminating discharges of litter from land and sea-based sources to the Baltic
Sea;
30. WE ARE DETERMINED to combat marine litter through coordinated
implementation of the Regional Marine Litter Action Plan;
31. WE RE-COMMIT to preventing and reducing marine litter from land and seabased sources and to achieving a significant quantitative reduction by 2025. To
that end WE COMMIT to regional work on developing baselines and threshold
values for maximum levels of marine litter in the Baltic Sea, in close coordination
with work undertaken by Contracting Parties in other relevant fora. If additional
efforts are needed to achieve those levels, WE COMMIT to developing ambitious,
regionally coordinated, quantitative targets to reduce input of litter;

MD 2018 & marine litter
“32. WE ALSO COMMIT to strengthening regional research and developing
harmonised monitoring methods on the sources, distribution, amounts and
impacts of marine litter including micro-plastics, in coherence with similar work
undertaken by Contracting Parties in other relevant fora, and to improving
assessment of the effectiveness of measures;
33. WE SUPPORT measures aimed at preventing plastics, including microplastics, from contaminating the marine and coastal environment, at addressing
the entire lifecycle of products, and at examining efficient 6 and cost-effective
options to reduce plastic and micro-plastic releases from products and processes
into the environment;
34. WE DECIDE to develop appropriate measures to address micro-plastics in
riverine inputs, urban waste water effluents as well as storm water based on an
increased knowledge on the scale of the problem.

MD 2018, BSAP Update & marine litter
“16. WE DECIDE to update the BSAP by 2021 at the latest, with the aim to
set out a robust action plan for continuous achievement of the agreed
HELCOM vision of a healthy Baltic Sea environment. WE ALSO DECIDE that
the updated BSAP will, in addition to existing commitments to be fulfilled
by 2021, address new issues, on the basis of the commitments made in this
Ministerial Declaration and further deliberations during the BSAP updating
process;”
The strategic plan for the BSAP update was approved by HOD 54-2018
Relevance of linking HELCOM’s work more strongly to
climate change, marine litter and underwater noise, and
especially the need to account for these matters in the
process of updating the BSAP was highlighted by the
Ministerial Meeting.
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