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Background
Information about the Makassar Highway accident in Sweden in July 2018.
This information is focused on the shore response perspective. A more thorough presentation about the
accident will be given at the next Response meeting by Swedish Coast Guard (SCG).

Action requested
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided
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The Makassar Highway accident, July 21st 2018
July 21rd 2018, 07.28 the first alarm was received regarding a grounding accident, which occurred on the
Swedish east coast, near Loftahammar municipality south of Stockholm. The vehicles carrier was heading
toward Södertälje. Makassar Highway is 139 m long and 23 m wide and flagged in Panama.
The first information to MSB came July 24th. We were informed that oil shine was seen in the water, but was
not possible to recover. The SCG airplane was occupied by the ongoing forest fires so a Police helicopter from
Gothenburg assisted with aerial footage. The vessel in distress was surrounded by booms.
Makassar Highway was severely damaged, including two oil tanks. The situation was examined and plans for
towing was started. No oil was leaking from the vessel. According to the onshore incident commander, there
was 330 tonnes of bunker oil, 38 tonnes diesel and 25 tonnes lubricating oil on board the vessel.
MSB received daily information from SCG on the 25th and 26th. Still no oil leakage and not much development.
Towing was being prepared. Emergency lightering was also prepared. The weather was calm and no oil was
leaking at the time.
Makassar Highway was grounded only about 2 km from the shoreline. About one week after the grounding,
the 29th July at 05.00 on Sunday morning the vessel unexpectedly slid off the ground and dragged down the
surrounding oil boom as she slid. She was floating and anchored. Oil started to leak when she slid off ground.
The same morning at 08.30 an on-shore rescue operation was initiated and a big response organisation was
quickly established. The drift prognosis was unreliable due to special conditions in the archipelago sea. But it
was believed that the oil was drifting west, toward the shores. And it was true, first came a shine of diesel
with strong smell, and later the thick bunker oil, all happened within the same Sunday.
MSB national depots were only mobilised only on 29th. They had been pre-warned during the week, but not
mobilised since a big spill was assessed as unlikely from this accident.
At this time, both response operations, at sea and on shore were focused on preventing oil from
contaminating the shores. The weather conditions were good but the drift prognosis showed that oil was
drifting west, toward the shores.
Figures circulated in the media that about 14 m3 was spilled in total and half of that was been collected at
sea and half was estimated to contaminate the shores.
The towing was planned for the 31st of July, and the journey was going for 30 hours through the archipelago
sea. More response equipment was mobilised from MSB to two locations; Västervik and Oskarshamn
municipalities. Equipment was also mobilised from Djurö and Gothenburg. The purpose was to be prepared
in case of more oil spillage during the towing.
The on-shore rescue operation was ended on August 3rd after six days. The beach clean up is still ongoing.
No evaluation or assessment has yet been conducted of the response operation on shore and it is still ongoing
operation.
Preliminary results, based on reflections from some of the responders:
-

Despite the fact that we were in the middle of a national crisis with the forest fires, and also in middle
of holiday season the shore operation was established quickly.
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-

Information to the public was sent out through multiple channels, including VMA (warning message
from the authorities) to public service channels.

-

Initially (Sunday 29.7.) the communication between the shore and sea halted. It was hard to get
answers to questions from SCG and the drift prognosis was unclear.

-

Västervik municipality has never experienced a similar oil spill from sea before and the pressure was
initially hard as there was many things for them to do simultaneously.

-

A number of different volunteer organisations were mobilised for the beach clean-up. These include
some military organisations and a summer cottage association with holidaymakers who were directly
affected by the spill. They were educated and equipped by MSB and after that they were selfsufficient and cleaned up their designated areas on their own.

-

An inventory of the coastline was done at 5 am every morning by a local marine expert, (he became
employed by the municipality). This was a success factor and enabled prioritisation of the incident,
and the clean-up staff were deployed to the right places. This success was credited a local civilian.

-

The entire area is environmentally sensitive. Some areas are bird protection areas, with prohibited
access part time of the year. But only a few birds were oiled (about 10 of different species). The
expert NGO KFV was consulted, and were in standby, but no rehabilitation was deemed necessary.

-

A legal process is ongoing. Media reported about excessive alcohol use and carelessness on board
Makassar Highway.

-

August 3rd another large cargo vessel grounded outside of Helsingborg in Skåne County. No oil was
spilled. The captain was unreachable, alone and asleep as the vessel grounded, and he had 2,71 per
mille alcohol in the blood. These accidents lead to a political debate in Sweden where SCG is likely
encouraged to make more effort in alco-tests also on commercial vessels.

Figures 1-3 are taken from SCG website
www.kustbevakningen.se
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Figure 4. Map from Västervik municipality website showing the shores with oil contamination. Two
municipalities were oiled, belonging to two different counties: Kalmar and Östergötland.
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