Note
Świnoujście and Szczecin are among the most essential ports of Poland, and are vital
to Polish economy.
Since decades, the route leading to port Świnoujście/Szczecin has played an important
role in the history of the region. The route is composed of two parts:
1) First part starts N of Rugen island, proceeds eastward to the buoy “Arkona”
(route No. 13.229 according to “Admiralty Sailing Directions - Baltic Pilot –
Volume I NP18). Aside from leading to ports of Świnoujście/Szczecin, route
No. 13.229 leads also to TSS “Adlergrund” and to Polish ports of East
Baltic.

2) Second part starts from the buoy “Arkona” and leads SE to the roadstead of
ports Świnoujście/Szczecin (route No. 8.14 according to “Admiralty Sailing
Directions - Baltic Pilot – Volume II NP19).

Route leading to ports of Świnoujście/Szczecin is published:
1) On nautical charts (e.g. No. 499 by Hydrographic Office of Polish Navy);

2) On chart No. 2911 – “Mariner’s Routing Guide Baltic Sea by HELCOM/BSH.

In 2018, the German representatives in HELCOM Group of Experts on Safety of
Navigation in document “Routeing in south west of the Baltic Sea” (submission date
16.08.2018, code 5-3) presented three options of routes for navigation, marked
appropriately A, B and C.

Even in the case of excluding route C, it would still be possible to proceed to or from
Świnoujście using routes A or B.
In current presentation contained in document “Routeing in south west of the Baltic
Sea – Update 2019 to HELCOM maritime/SAFE NAV” (submission date 06.09.2019,
code 5-1), it is planned to establish an Inshore Traffic Zone, in which case the
recommended route leading to ports of Świnoujście/Szczecin and also to TSS
“Adlergrund” will in fact cease to exist. According to Rule 10 (d)(i) of COLREG, a vessel
shall not use of inshore traffic zone when she can safely use the appropriate traffic
lane within the adjacent traffic separation scheme. However, a vessel of less than 20
metres in length, sailing vessels and vessels engaged in fishing may use the inshore
traffic zone.(ii) Notwithstanding subparagraph (d)(i), a vessel may use an inshore traffic
zone when in route to or from a port, offshore installation or structure, pilot station or
any other place situated within the inshore traffic zone, or to avoid immediate danger

In such an event, vessels will be forced to use TSS “North of Rugen”, and abandon the
recommended route, which leads to ports of Świnoujście/Szczecin and TSS
“Alderground”. This will increase both the time and distance that are necessary to
complete the voyage, as well as increase the vessel’s fuel consumption. It is important
to underline, that the recommended route has always been customarily used by all
vessels – both national and international – proceeding towards ports of
Świnoujście/Szczecin.

The HELCOM document “Accident at sea 2007 - 2017”, clearly indicates the
recommended route is the safest available, risk-free route, that poses no threat to
vessels or the environment. It features no accident record, while the TSS “North Of
Rugen” has a record of two ship collisions (according to the same document).

Conclusion: Polish side will not accept a proposition that deems the shortest route to
the ports of Świnoujście/Szczecin and the ports of Polish West Coast as no longer
available. Such proposition decreases the chances of further development of Polish
ports. Furthermore, taking into account the nature reserve, which has been established
by the German side at the approach of port Świnoujście without consulting the Polish
government, the presented proposition may be considered as another factor which
limits not only the development of Polish ports, but also the current activity of Polish
ports in general.

