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PRESSURE 7-2017 will be focused on the follow-up of the implementation of the HELCOM nutrient input
reduction scheme and related products of the PLC-6 project in the light of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting
in March 2018. Also matters related to marine litter, underwater noise, hazardous substances, and physical
damage to the seafloor will be discussed.
Agenda Item 1

Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the Meeting (document 1-1).
Agenda Item 2

Matters arising from other HELCOM work

The Secretariat will inform the Meeting of the outcomes of HOD 52-2016 and other meetings relevant to the
work of the Group.
The Meeting is invited to take note of the work plan of the EU Chairmanship in HELCOM available on the
HELCOM website.
Agenda Item 3

Marine litter

PRESSURE 6-2007 suggested organizing a workshop on implementation of the RAP ML back-to-back with
PRESSURE 7-2017 (Outcome of PRESSURE 6-2017, para. 3.13). The Workshop, to be held on 23 October 2017
in Vilnius (Lithuania), aims to enable the regional dialog especially for the lead and co-lead countries of
different actions to follow up the implementation of the RAP ML and to address the issues to the relevant
audience, e.g. HELCOM Working Groups and stakeholders outside the immediate HELCOM structure.
Countries are invited to consider leadership in actions of the plan and inform the Meeting accordingly, i.a.,
Finland in action RS 1 and Russia in action RL 15.
The Meeting will be invited to take note of the outcome of the Workshop and endorse the table to followup the implementation of the RAP ML.
The Scoping Study on International and European Processes that are relevant to and contribute to the
implementation of OSPAR’s and HELCOM’s Regional Action Plans on Marine Litter was presented at the
meeting of the OSPAR coordination group in May 2017, who agreed to comment on it by June 2017. The
Scoping Study was presented to the OSPAR meeting in June (document 3-1). Sweden is invited to inform on
the finalisation process of the Scoping Study.
Germany may wish to inform on the outcome of the meeting of the Heads of State and Government of the
Group of 20 (G20) held on 7-8 July 2017 in Hamburg in relation to the G20 Action Plan on Marine Litter.
The Meeting will be informed on the ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter
(document to be submitted at a later stage).
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The Meeting will be invited to consider a background document on the knowledge available on the
contribution of riverine litter to the marine environment aiming at exchanging views on the need of including
monitoring of riverine litter in the agenda of the Working Group (document to be submitted at a later stage).
The Meeting will be invited to consider the outcome of the G20, the Scoping study, and other relevant
information including the outcome of the Workshop preceding the Meeting and agree on suggestions for
HOD 53-2017 regarding Ministerial commitments of actions to enforce regional actions on abatement of
littering of the marine environment.
PRESSURE 6-2017 decided to consider a revision of the HELCOM Recommendations on storm water and
wetland management with a view to integrate provisions aimed at prevention of microlitter in the marine
environment into those Recommendations, and invited the Contracting Parties to consider leadership in the
revision (Outcome of PRESSURE 6-2017, para. 3.10). An overview of the Recommendations will be submitted
to the Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to consider the overview and agree on the procedure to revise these
Recommendations aiming at prevention of releases of microplastics into the marine environment. Countries
will also be invited to consider leadership of the revision of particular documents.
Agenda Item 4

Underwater noise

HOD 52-2017 agreed on the “HELCOM Input to the process of establishing environmental targets for
underwater noise”, pending the clarification of the study reservations by Germany and Russia to be clarified
through written procedure by 21 July 2017, and that it could serve as regional input to other fora, including
other Regional Sea Conventions as well as European processes (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 3.19).
Russia may wish to inform the Meeting on the status of the study reservation.
After HOD 52-2017 Germany provided specific proposals to the document which were discussed during the
online meeting of the HELCOM EN-Noise held on 16 August 2017 reaching an expert agreement on the
document, which will be submitted to HOD 52A-2017 for final decision.
HOD 52-2017 supported the national testing for establishing environmental targets for impulsive and
continuous noise (decision support trees included as figure 2 and 3 of document 3-6 submitted to HOD 522017), to be followed up by the HELCOM EN-Noise in coordination with OSPAR and the European work as
proposed by GEAR (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 3.23). The HOD agreed that the provision of examples
on how the decision support trees can be applied and the comparison of the natural and anthropogenic noise
level will be prepared by relevant HELCOM groups in the future development of the subject on underwater
noise. The HOD agreed that the approach will be further developed in the future once more experience is
gained through testing of the decision-support trees and more data becomes available. The HELCOM Fish
Group and SEAL EG will be engaged, and cooperation with ASCOBANS on this topic will be established
(Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 3.20-3.21).
Practical ways of cooperation between SEAL EG and the HELCOM EN-Nosie will be discussed at SEAL 11-2017
(4-6 October 2017). The Meeting will be informed on the outcomes of the discussion.
HOD 52-2017 supported GEAR’s proposal to complement the “HELCOM Input” with future steps and
associated timetable and to continue HELCOM work on underwater noise towards the HELCOM Ministerial
Meeting 2018. The Meeting will be invited to consider and agree on a proposal on this issue (document to
be submitted at a later stage).
The Meeting will also be invited to take note of information on ongoing work of the HELCOM EN-Noise,
presented by the Chair of the expert network.
PRESSURE 6-2017 (Outcome of PRESURE 6-2017, para. 4.2) invited the Contracting Parties to report the 2016
data for regional impulsive noise registry by 8 September 2017 for its inclusion into the updated version of
the “Baltic Sea Status Report”. The Contracting Parties may wish to provide updated information regarding
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data reporting to the registry, which currently contains data reported by Denmark (2015), Finland (2008 and
2010-2011), Germany (2013-2016), Lithuania (2013 and 2016) and Sweden (2015), whereas Estonia and
Poland have informed of being in the submission process (access to the registry).
PRESSURE 6-2017 (Outcome of PRESURE 6-2017, para. 4.4) agreed on reporting annually to the registry of
impulsive events, taking into account a later clarification by Russia. Russia may wish to clarify their position
on this issue to the Meeting.
Agenda Item 5

Assessment of input of nutrients and selected hazardous substances
(PLC-6 project outcomes)

The HELCOM PLC-6 Project started in 2013 and is closing in 2017. According to the decision of the PLC-6 152017, the last 16th PLC-6 project meeting will be held in Tallinn on 18-20 September 2017. Remaining issues
related to finalizing of the PLC-6 project will be taken over by the PLC-7 Project. PLC-6 project results consist
of several products: Assessment of the progress towards maximum allowable inputs of nutrients (MAI);
Assessment of progress towards country wise allocated reduction targets (CART); Evaluation of inputs of
nutrients from different sources (source apportionment); Comprehensive assessment related to
effectiveness of measures to reduce input of nutrients; Assessment of nutrients input by big rivers;
Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances. A number of PLC-6 project results, such as laboratory
intercalibration report, statistical methodology, and revision of PLC guidelines were published earlier (20132016).
Assessment of the progress towards maximum allowable inputs of nutrients (MAI) was adopted for
publication by HOD 52-2017 and is available at the HELCOM website.
Assessment of progress towards country-wise allocated reduction targets (CART)
A preliminary discussion on scientific aspects of the CART assessment is planned at the Workshop preceding
the Meeting and the outcomes of the discussions will be presented at the Meeting. Also a draft scientific
report on the assessment of the progress towards CARTs by 2014, prepared by the PLC-6 team, will be
submitted to the Meeting.
PRESSURE 6-2017 discussed about methodology to evaluate progress towards CARTs. Three possible options
were proposed to compare with the input ceilings for national inputs to certain sub-basins: 3-years average,
5-years average and statistically estimated input in the last assessment year. PRESSURE 6-2017 expressed an
opinion of the most preferable methodology though did not take a final decision pending the comprehensive
overview of application of the above mentioned approaches for all sub-basins. The relevant document will
be submitted to the Meeting.
Taking into account the outcome of the Workshop, results of discussions at PRESSURE 6-2016, the Meeting
will be invited to decide on the method to evaluate progress towards CARTs.
PRESSURE 6-2017 also discussed application of the extra-reduction method to evaluate national progress
towards CART. Implementing the request by PRESSURE 6-2017, the RedCore DG and PLC-6 project team
elaborated a document containing a list of sub-basins where extra-reduction methodology can be applied
and which countries can do that for their reduction targets. The document was approved by the countries.
Anyway, countries agreed that the final decision regarding accounting of extra reduction to evaluate progress
towards national reduction targets is to be taken by national representatives.
The national representatives will be invited to agree on accounting of the extra reduction to evaluate input
of nutrients from their countries to particular sub-basins.
The Meeting will be invited to endorse the draft scientific report on the evaluation of the progress towards
CARTs, which will be further submitted to HOD 53-2017 for approval for publication.
PRESSURE 6-2017 discussed a template for the contents of a policy message on the results of the assessment
of the progress toward CART and in general agreed on its contents. Further, the template was elaborated by
RedCore DG and PLC-6 project team in accordance with the recommendations by PRESSURE 6-2017. The
draft policy message reflecting the results of the assessment presented by the scientific report will be
submitted to the Meeting.
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The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the policy message on evaluation of progress towards
CARTs. The policy messages then will be submitted to HDO 53-2017 for final approval.
Evaluation of inputs of nutrients from different sources (source apportionment)
Evaluation of inputs of nutrients from different sources (source apportionment) is one of the key products of
the PLC-6 project. The only Baltic Sea -wide currently available information on contribution of different
sources of nutrients into the Baltic Sea is based on the data on inputs in 2006. New data on sources of
nutrients were collected by the PLC-6 Project for the year 2014 (2012 for Germany and Poland). The data on
waterborne sources of nutrients were reported in accordance with the PLC-Water Guidelines as a part of
periodic reporting, inserted into the HELCOM PLC database, and verified and approved by national experts.
Information on sources of airborne input of nitrogen was provided by EMEP as a part of PLC-6 project. A draft
evaluation of inputs of nutrients from different sources will be presented to the Meeting.
The Meeting is invited to consider and endorse the draft PLC-6 product on evaluation of inputs of nutrients
from different sources.
Assessment of effectiveness of measures
Assessment of effectiveness of measures to reduce input of nutrients is one of the new PLC products included
into the PLC-6 reports. The data on effectiveness of measures were collected through a questionnaire
prepared by PLC-6 project team and RedCore DG. A draft report on assessment of effectiveness of measures
and the potential nutrient reductions due to planned/new measures will be submitted to the Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the draft report on assessment of effectiveness of
measures.
Assessment of nutrients input by big rivers
PRESSURE 4-2016 decided to include a pilot exercise on assessment of inputs of nitrogen and phosphorus
from seven major rivers into the PLC-6 periodical assessment, noting that the input by these rivers contribute
about 50% of the total input of nutrients and might be used for an assessment on the effectiveness of
measures in the long-term perspective. PRESSURE 6-2017 considered preliminary information on the results
of the assessment and suggested to include additional data into the report. An updated draft of the report
on assessment of nutrients input by big rivers will be provided to the Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the updated draft of the report on assessment of
nutrients input by big rivers.
Assessment of input of selected hazardous substances
Reporting of the data on transport of heavy metals to the Baltic Sea by rivers and discharges of direct point
sources is a part of regular PLC reporting. The data on airborne input of heavy metals and selected POPs are
annually reported to HELCOM by EMEP. The compiled information is used to evaluate input of these
substances into the Baltic Sea. A draft assessment of input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic
Sea will be submitted to the Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the draft assessment of input of selected hazardous
substances into the Baltic Sea.
Availability of PLC-6 Project data
Implementation of the PLC-6 Project includes a compilation of the large massifs of data, their processing and
producing new datasets used for the assessments. Several projects have been implemented in order to
operationalize data reporting, verification, processing and also in order to provide access to the data. PLC
datasets integrate original data reported by national data reporters, compilations made by third parties
(EMEP), spatial data and assessment data. According to the HELCOM information strategy all HELCOM data
are publicly available. An overview of information resources related to the PLC-6 project will be submitted to
the Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to take note of the overview of information resources related to PLC-6 Project
and provide feedback regarding the demand of national experts in access to different types of PLC data.
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Agenda Item 6

Nutrients recycling and follow up HELCOM Recommendation on sewage
sludge handling

HOD 52-2017 supported the initiative by Finland and Germany to elaborate a regional nutrient recycling
strategy and agreed in principle to include it as a topic to the 2018 Ministerial preparations and outcome. At
the same time, the Meeting agreed that the work should be based on a step-by-step approach starting with
elaboration of definitions, general vision and strategic targets for nutrient recycling, taking into account also
contributions of different pollution sources, which will form a basis for discussion at the Ministerial Meeting.
Finland took responsibility to lead drafting on the nutrient recycling strategy for the Ministerial Meeting. HOD
52-2017 mandated both Agri group and Pressure group to support the preparatory work. An initial proposal
on the matter will be prepared by Finland for consideration by both groups. The Meeting will be invited to
contribute to a proposal for HOD 53-2017 under the lead of Finland.
One of the documents which creates background for the further work on the regional nutrient recycling
strategy is an Overview of nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries. The work was initiated by AGRI 32016. PRESSURE 6-2017 agreed to provide information on national commitments (policies, programmes, etc.)
to recycle phosphorus from sewage sludge for integration into the Overview. A draft overview of nutrient
recycling in the Baltic Sea countries will be submitted to the Meeting. The Meeting will be invited to endorse
the document.
PRESSURE 6-2017 supported in general the activity, suggested by the Workshop on P-recycling, to compile
information on technological solutions and best practices for P-recycling from sewage sludge and to
elaborate a regional palette of technological solutions. This information might also be used as background
for the regional strategy on nutrients recycling.
HELCOM Recommendation 38/1 on sewage sludge handling was adopted by HELCOM 38-2017. The
Recommendation invites the Contracting Parties to establish national programmes or other tools to facilitate
sustainable handling of sewage sludge. The Recommendation also creates a basis for gathering information
on phophorus in sewage sludge and relevant information on different technological solutions to recycle it. In
order to start collection of the information, Sweden suggested to make a draft of specification for the
reporting format of HELCOM Recommendation 38/1. The draft will be presented to the Meeting. The
Meeting will be invited to agree on the specification of reporting and to set the reporting procedure, bearing
in mind that reporting on the Recommendation starts in 2019.
Agenda Item 7

Hazardous substances

Airborne input of hazardous substances (EMEP report)
Draft indicator reports by EMEP on emission deposition of selected hazardous substances (Cd, Pb, Hg and
dioxins) and nitrogen will be submitted as well as a short overview of the potential airborne inputs of PFOS.
In addition to the draft indicator reports, a draft Web-Based Summary report will be submitted to the
Meeting.
The Meeting will be invited to consider and endorse the publication of the indicator reports as HELCOM
environmental fact sheets and endorse the Web-Based Summary report for publication on the EMEP web
site. The Meeting is also invited to agree on the list of substances to be assessed by EMEP in the upcoming
years.
Collecting information on hazardous substances
PRESSURE 3-2015 agreed that existing HELCOM priorities on hazardous substances had to be revised.
Countries also agreed that the revision should start in 2018. Meanwhile, information on data availability and
national priorities in relation to input of hazardous substances should be collected. The questionnaires on
national priorities were prepared and responses by countries collected and analyzed. Based on the collected
information PRESSURE 5-2016 identified nonyl-phenol, octyl-phenol and PFAS as priority substances for
riverine input and nonyl-phenol, octyl-phenol, heavy metals and pharmaceuticals were identified as priority
micropollutants in effluents of WWTP. Two questionnaires on availability of the data on riverine pollutants
and micropollutants as well as waste water treatment technics were circulated to the Pressure WG members.
Reporting templates to collect actual data have been elaborated based on the information on data
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availability. The Meeting will be invited to endorse the templates and agree on the reporting procedure,
timeline and further procedures of the reported data compilation, processing, and use.
Pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea - next steps towards outlining the problem
HELCOM 38-2017 approved the Terms of Reference of the HELCOM Correspondence Group on
Pharmaceuticals (CG PHARMA). PRESSURE 6-2017 agreed on the working plan for the correspondence group
based on the ToR. CG PHARMA started its work by elaborating further HELCOM pre-core indicator on
diclofenac utilizing data compiled for the Status report on pharmaceuticals. The results of this work will be
submitted to PRESSURE 7-2017 and State&Conservation 7-2017 for consideration and endorsement.
Agenda Item 8

Physical damage to the sea floor

PRESSURE 6-2107 expressed a concern regarding the use of the data on dredging and depositing at sea for
the assessment of the sea floor integrity by HOLAS II. PRESSURE 6 invited HELCOM EN DREDS to consider the
data and methodology used for the assessment of the environmental pressure caused by this activity. The
results of the expert group work will be submitted to the Meeting for consideration and endorsement.
The Meeting will be also invited to consider and endorse an overview of the reported data on dredging
depositing activities in 2016 and their use for HOLAS II.
Agenda Item 9

Follow-up of HELCOM agreements: implementation, reporting and
revision

PRESSURE 6-2017 requested the Secretariat to make an overview of the status of reporting on the national
actions under the mandate of the Pressure group. PRESSURE 6-2017 also requested the Secretariat to
elaborate a reporting format and to circulate it to the Pressure group contacts. Countries were invited to
provide simplified information on the implementation status of the Recommendations in accordance with
the reporting format by 8 September 2017. An overview of the reporting on the HELCOM Recommendations
will be provided to the Meeting for consideration and endorsement.
PRESSURE 6-2017 agreed on the need to organize a procedure to revise HELCOM Recommendations under
the Group’s mandate and requested the Secretariat to compile a background document including
information on the lead countries to follow up particular recommendations, reporting procedures stipulated
by the recommendations, and available reports. The Meeting will be invited to consider an overview, agree
on the revision of the Recommendations and establish a revision procedure.
The list of significant pollution sites around the Baltic Sea – HELCOM Hot Spots – was established in 1992, as
a part of the Baltic Sea Joint Comprehensive Environmental Action Programme (JCP, 1992-2013). Ministerial
Declaration 2013 committed the aim to eliminate HELCOM hot spots by 2018. By December 2016, almost
three quarters of the Hot Spots, 118 out of 162, have been deleted from the list. An overview of the current
state of the HELCOM hot spot list will be submitted to the Meeting.
The countries are invited to submit to the Meeting information on the hot spot which might be deleted from
the list or to inform the Meeting on related national activities.
Agenda Item 10

Any other business

The Delegations and Observers are invited to update the List of Contact addresses and Observers of the
Pressure Group (document to be submitted later).
The Meeting might wish to consider any other matters raised by the delegations and observers at the
Meeting.
Agenda Item 11

Election of Vice-Chair(s)

HELCOM PRESSURE 6-2017 postponed the election of Vice-Chair(s) to this Meeting.
The Meeting is invited to elect Vice-Chair(s) of the Pressure group for the next two-year period.
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Agenda Item 12

Future work and meetings

The Meeting is invited to agree on the main issues to be dealt with in the next meeting of the Group
(PRESSURE 8-2018) to take place on 16-20 April 2018 in [Berlin], Germany (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para
5.5). The Meeting is also invited to agree on a tentative date of the ninth meeting of the group as well as to
consider the possibility to host it.
Agenda Item 13

Outcome and closing of the Meeting

The draft Outcome will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and approval by the Meeting. The
final Outcome, incorporating corrections by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation
with the Chair of the Meeting and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal.
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