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Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP)

Background

The EU MSFD identifies input of nutrients as one of the human-induced pressures on the marine environment
and aquaculture as one of the sources of nutrients. The MSFD also requests all the member states to develop
programs of measures to reach a good environmental status (GES) of the marine environment or maintain it
in the areas where the GES has already been achieved following the precautionary principle.
HELCOM Nutrient reduction scheme was established as a part of the Baltic Sea Action Plan in order to reduce
input of nutrients and mitigate eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. The latest assessment of the maximum
allowable input (MAI) based on the national data reported by 2012, identified that the environmental target
was achieved in Bothnian Sea, Danish straits and Kattegat.
Nonetheless, the total input of nutrients into the Baltic Sea is far beyond the environmental targets. That was
recognized by the EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS, which concluded that combating eutrophication in the
Baltic Sea requires further and more effective action.
The document contains concern by FEAP that the existing Guidance on application of WFD and MSFD is
outdated and hampers development of aquaculture in the Baltic Sea region. Particularly, it concerns the
application of precautionary principle. By the way, FEAP highlights in the document that the nutrient neutral
aquaculture, development of which recommended by HELCOM Recommendation 37/3, does not exist.

Action requested
The Meeting is invited to take note the concern by FEAP and provide feedback on the suggested update of
the EU Guidance of application of MSFD and WFD.
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