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Background 

This document provides information on the Blastic project – plastic pathways from land to sea, funded by 
the Central Baltic Programme, which will run 2016-2018. The project has identified possible contribution to 
several actions contained in the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter. 
 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information.  
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Blastic – plastic pathways from land to sea  

Marine litter knows no boundaries and can end up far from its original source. The impacts of marine litter 
are environmental, economic and social. In the Central Baltic (CB) ML constitutes of plastic (60%) and 
packaging material is the dominating fraction (MARLIN 2013). Land-based sources count for 80% of the ML 
and urban areas are important sources and rivers major pathways feeding the sea with litter. Marine plastic 
litter may absorb environmental toxins that further accumulate in food webs, and can also leach 
commercially used harmful additives to the environment. The objective of Blastic is to demonstrate how 
plastic waste in urban areas finds its ways to the Baltic Sea and becomes marine litter. Blastic will contribute 
to objectives of the Central Baltic Programme and the result indicator to reduce plastic waste and thereby 
hazardous substances inflow into the Baltic Sea from land-based sources. The main outputs of the project 
will be: 

1. A new methodology/approach for mapping marine litter sources and pathways in combination with new 
field monitoring methods that has potential for being used in other regions and countries.  

2. A list of identified and prioritized measures to reduce litter streams from land to sea.  
3. Knowledge bank and increased awareness on the environmental (plastic, micro plastics and hazardous 

substances) and socioeconomic impacts of marine litter.  

Local authorities are main stakeholders and citizens and visitors of the Central Baltic area the main 
beneficiaries. The new approach is to take regional and national strategies (Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive; HELCOM Marine Litter Action Plan) into practice on a local level. Coastal cities have common 
challenges to reduce litter and the most effective actions will be to target sources on land on a local level. 
Real data on sources and pathways from 3-4 urban areas across the sea will together present a 
comprehensive and concrete action list for the whole Central Baltic area. Thus Blastic will contribute to a 
sustainable use of our common resource – the Baltic Sea. 

The project is funded by the Central Baltic Programme and will run 2016-2018. Partners in the project are 
Keep Sweden Tidy (Lead Partner), Keep the Archipelago Tidy, Stockholm Environmental Institute Tallinn, IVL 
Swedish Environmental Research Institute, FEE Latvia, Finnish Environment Institute, City of Turku, and 
Tallinn City Government.  

The project has identified possible contribute to the following actions according to the Regional Action Plan 
on Marine Litter:  

 RL1 (‘Prepare and agree on HELCOM guidelines on marine litter references to be included in national 
and local waste prevention and waste management plans, i.a. an element highlighting the impacts 
of marine litter’) and RL4 (‘Improvement of stormwater management in order to prevent litter, 
including microlitter, to enter the marine environment from heavy weather events’). The project will 
develop guidelines for local/municipal action plans related to marine litter based on existing 
knowledge and experience from our measurements and experience in pilot areas (i.e. municipalities).  

 RL6 (‘Establish an overview of the importance of the different sources of primary and secondary 
microplastics. Evaluate products and processes that include both primary and secondary micro 
plastics, such as fibres from clothing, assess if they are covered or not by legislation, and act, if 
appropriate, to influence the legal framework, or identify other necessary measures’). The project will 
make measurements of macro litter however this can be linked to the secondary micro plastics. The 
project will also include microplastic in the knowledge acquisition. 

 The project will also have points of contact with: RL2 (‘Provide HELCOM guidelines on best practice 
routines with regard to cleaning and collection systems to prevent litter from land entering the 
aquatic environment’) and RL3 (‘Share best practice on waste management in order to identify and 
address loopholes that makes waste turn into marine litter, including the issue of landfills, regulations 
and enforcement’). The project will touch on the benchmarking exercise of the potential sources of 
marine litter and guidelines where the proposed measures will be included. 
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 RL8 (‘Assess the importance of the contribution of upstream waste flows to the marine environment 
and, if needed, identify suitable actions’) and optionally also RL9 (‘Compile information on the 
prevalence and sources of expanded polystyrene (EPS) in the marine environment, and engage with 
industry to make proposals for alternative solutions (e.g. use of other materials, establishment of 
deposits, return and restoration systems, overpackaging reduction’) and RL10 (‘Define and implement 
appropriate instruments and incentives to reduce the use of plastic bags, including the illustration of 
the associated costs and environmental impacts (e.g. establishment of levies, deposit fees, taxes or 
bans on plastic bags). Support regional coordination in the Baltic Sea of the implementation of the 
future revised Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste to reduce the consumption of 
lightweight plastic carrier bags, for HELCOM Contracting Parties being EU members’). The 
measurements will provide basic information about the occurrence and sources of litter from urban 
areas. The base will not be large but can still give relevant indications. The project will also provide a 
basic knowledge of the plastic impact on the marine environment and there is an economic study 
which can contribute as a basis for e.g. political decisions. 


