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Outcome of PRESSURE 2-2015

Outcome of the Second Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of
Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area
Introduction
0.1
The Second Meeting of the HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic
Sea Catchment Area (PRESSURE 2-2015) was held at the premises of the Ministry of the Environment in
Tallinn, Estonia, on 6-8-May 2015.
0.2
The Meeting was attended by the Contracting Parties except for Denmark, Germany, European
Union, and Latvia. The Chair of RedCore DG, Observers from EurEau and WWF Poland (Baltic Ecoregion
Programme), as well as invited guests from Baltic Nest Institute (BNI), Sweden, and EUSBSR/PA Hazard also
attended. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1.
0.3
Mr. Silver Vahtra, Estonian Head of Delegation to HELCOM, welcomed the Meeting on behalf of
the host, the Ministry of the Environment of Estonia.
0.4
Ms. Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary of HELCOM, also welcomed the Meeting. She
highlighted the main aims and objectives of the meeting and how they are expected to contribute to other
activities at the regional level.
0.5
The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Lars Sonesten, Chair of the Pressure Group. Ms. Minna Pyhälä
and Mr. Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky of the HELCOM Secretariat acted as secretaries of the Meeting.

Agenda item 1

Adoption of the Agenda

Documents: 1-1, 1-2
1.1

The Meeting adopted the Provisional Agenda as contained in documents 1-1 and 1-2.

Agenda item 2

Other HELCOM work and cross-cutting issues

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 2-6, 2-6-Rev.1, 2-7
2.1

The Meeting took note of the outcomes of relevant HELCOM meetings (document 2-1).

2.2
The Meeting took note of information by the HELCOM Secretariat on discussions within the
HELCOM community on how to improve synergies with the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR).
The main message has been that HELCOM is a policy-making intergovernmental organization whereas
EUSBSR is a strategy focused on implementation of projects. The Meeting acknowledged the involvement of
EUSBSR Priority Area coordinators for hazardous substance and nutrients from Sweden and Finland, in
HELCOM Pressure WG meetings and was of the view that this is a good example of ensuring cooperation and
information exchange.
2.3
The Meeting took note of the HELCOM Roadmap for HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach
and especially of the activities falling under the responsibility of Pressure WG (document 2-2). The Meeting
noted that the Secretariat will be updating the Roadmap as work moves on, including based on the outcomes
of the PRESSURE 2-2015 Meeting.
2.4
The Meeting took note of the activity of the Roadmap (activity 32) to make a survey, during
2015, of knowledge and research needs for achieving good environmental status (document 2-7).
2.5
The Meeting noted that OSPAR has compiled a similar list of research needs and suggested that
combining two lists could be done for wider communication of research needs.
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2.6
The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide suggestions to the Secretariat (dmitry.FrankKamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 30 June 2015 according to the outline in document 2-7 and agreed that the
compiled list of research needs should be considered and further developed by PRESSURE 3-2015.
2.7
The Meeting considered the follow-up of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) and that an initial
evaluation of whether measures have been taken should be completed during 2015 (document 2-6). A more
detailed evaluation of the implementation of measures will be proposed at a later stage.
2.8
The Meeting agreed to establish a drafting group (DG 2) for reviewing the indicator-based
follow-up system for assessing implementation of BSAP actions relevant to the Pressure. The Meeting was of
the view that the time for reporting is short (3rd quarter of 2015) and not all the reports could possibly be
submitted. The Meeting agreed that the drafting group should focus on (1) identifying which actions should
be included in the indicator-based follow-up system, (2) discuss and propose indicators suitable for following
up the relevant actions and (3) identify the actions with could pose a challenge for reporting in the 3rd quarter
of this year as well as the reporting deadline for those.
2.9
The Meeting agreed on the revised Annexes of the BSAP follow-up document as proposed by
DG 2 and contained in document 2-6-Rev.1.
2.10
The Meeting took note of the Status report on core indicator development in CORESET II
(document 2-3) and agreed to discuss the proposed indicators for underwater noise and marine litter under
agenda item 4.
2.11
The Meeting took note of the status report on the Second holistic assessment of ecosystem
health in the Baltic Sea, HOLAS II (document 2-4) and considered how PRESSURE can support the work of
HOLAS II with respect to information exchange and data. The Meeting agreed that there is a lot of data on
nutrient inputs that could be made use of for the pressure index but that there are more challenges with
hazardous substance input data. The Meeting recognized that data on underwater noise and marine litter
being collected and compiled for the core indicators will be available also for use in HOLAS II.
2.12
The Meeting welcomed the offer Mr. Lars M. Svendsen, Chair of RedCore DG and Mr. Philip Axe,
Sweden, to participate in the next workshop of HOLAS II which will be held in Gothenburg, Sweden on 16-17
June 2015 and will focus on discussing how to carry out the assessment of pressure-based descriptors and
planning the further development of the HELCOM pressure and impact indices.
2.13
The Meeting agreed that Pressure WG should consider at one of its next meetings the progress
of HOLAS II with development of the pressure index and discuss how to contribute relevant pressure data.
2.14
The Meeting took note of information about the BalticBOOST project application (document 25) and that no decision on funding the project proposal has been made by the European Commission yet.

Agenda item 3
3.1

Thematic session on eutrophication

Monitoring, data and assessments

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 3-7
The Meeting considered Strategic overview of future PLC assessment products and the
processes and timetables for their operationalization presented by the Secretariat (document 3-2,
Presentation 1).
The Meeting supported the proposed strategic approach to PLC work, and more specifically that
future PLC deliverables should be developed into four main flagship products as listed in Table 1 of document
3-2, with unique and complementary content that meets policy needs. The Meeting agreed that the issue of
updating of the MAI and CART follow-up assessments on an annual basis is to be further considered and is
pending clarification of resources needed to do the updating.
The Meeting agreed that the content of the upcoming PLC-6 report should mostly focus on
source apportionment and assessing the effectiveness of measures, to be complementary to other three PLC
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flagship products. The Meeting also supported that a new, attractive user-friendly format (e.g. an e-book) for
the report should be explored.
The Meeting considered and endorsed the presented overview of the processes to elaborate
PLC data and assessment products (Annex 1 of document 3-2), noting that some additional or different steps
might need to be taken (in the transition period) until the new PLC database and MAI and CART assessments
have been made fully operational.
The Meeting requested RedCore DG to work out further details of the processes to elaborate
PLC products, especially timelines, with the aim to better synchronize and time future PLC work.
The Meeting decided that there is a need to establish procedures for releasing the reported PLCwater data and accepting the filled in and consolidated dataset as part of the steps to elaborate PLC products
and requested RedCore DG to develop a proposal for such a procedure, with the view that the proposal
should be presented for consideration by Pressure 3-2015 in autumn 2015.
The Meeting discussed the timing of the PLC-7 assessment, with the view to streamline
availability of PLC-7 data for use by those Contracting Parties that are EU Member States for their next
generation river basin management plans under WFD in 2019/2020 (which should undergo public hearing in
December 2020 and be released in 2021). The Meeting noted that countries have their national procedures
and schedules, but that it should be sufficient to have the main PLC-7 results ready in the end of 2019.
Taking into account the time needed for reporting and assessment, the Meeting considered that
2017 would be the latest possible year for monitoring within the PLC-7. The Meeting requested Contracting
Parties to investigate nationally whether they support carrying out periodic PLC monitoring in 2017. Pressure
3-2015 should discuss and agree on the PLC-7 monitoring, reporting and assessment schedule.
The Meeting noted that the PLC-7 is not expected to be as time and resource intensive as the
PLC-6 since many of the tasks under the PLC-6 project (development of statistical methods and updating of
the PLC guidelines) will not be necessary to repeat within the framework of the project.
The Meeting considered the proposal for updating HELCOM Recommendations related to
monitoring and assessment of pollution inputs (document 3-3) and agreed that both should be updated
separately. The Meeting recalled that HELCOM Recommendations are the main tools for implementing the
Helsinki Convention and are a unanimous agreement by Contracting Parties to nationally commit to PLC
monitoring and assessment work.
The Meeting noted that the two Recommendations are quite different in approach and focus,
and felt that it would be good to make them more coherent. The Meeting agreed that the Recommendations
should be kept fairly general but set the main frame for the obligations to implement the Helsinki Convention
and Baltic Sea Action Plan nutrient reduction scheme. The Meeting felt that the Recommendations should
focus on the monitoring and reporting requirements (with reference to the PLC guidelines) and urge
Contracting Parties to participate in the elaboration of the main HELCOM PLC assessment products.
The Meeting discussed Recommendation 24/1 on monitoring of atmospheric pollution. The
Meeting noted that almost all HELCOM stations are EMEP stations and felt that it should be checked how a
HELCOM recommendation gives added value to agreements already covered within the UNECE Convention
of Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP) framework. The Meeting noted the information
received from EMEP that there are currently no other guidelines than those in Recommendation 24/1 on
monitoring of nitrogen and dioxin deposition in the Baltic Sea area.
The Meeting noted that the PLC-5.5 project compiled data from Contracting Parties on
measured atmospheric deposition of phosphorus and felt that there is a need to improve the quality of these
estimates. Since atmospheric inputs of phosphorus are not included within the framework CLRTAP, it would
be desirable to include recommendations for monitoring of atmospheric phosphorus inputs in the updated
HELCOM Recommendation on atmospheric inputs.
The Meeting discussed how to proceed with the work necessary to update the
Recommendations and requested the RedCore DG group to update the Recommendation on monitoring and
reporting of waterborne inputs. The Meeting welcomed the offer of Finland to investigate their possibility
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to take the lead in the updating of the Recommendation on monitoring of airborne inputs and invited Finland
to confirm the leadership by 15 May 2015 by informing the Secretariat (minna.pyhala@helcom.fi). The
Meeting agreed that RedCore DG could also assist in revising the Recommendation on airborne inputs.
The Meeting agreed that the updated draft Recommendations should be forwarded to
PRESSURE 3-2015 for further elaboration and endorsement, so that it could subsequently be forwarded to
HOD 49-2015 in December 2015 for endorsement and HELCOM 37-2015 in March 2016 for final adoption.
The Meeting considered the proposal for a project to operationalize the MAI-CART follow-up
procedures (document 3-5, Presentation 2). The Meeting recognized that future updating of the MAI-CART
follow up assessment will require a working arrangement to be put in place as the first MAI/CART
assessments have been prepared by RedCore Chair and BNI Sweden mostly with their own resources and out
of scientific interest. The Meeting agreed in general on the need to implement a systematic and resource
efficient approach to operationalize the MAI-CART follow-up assessments as proposed in document 3-5 and
that the project proposal should be submitted to HOD 48-2015 along with the strategic overview on PLC
assessments.
The Meeting was of the view that the project proposal should be further elaborated to include
more concrete objectives, deliverables and timelines and be adapted to the HELCOM project proposal
template. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide possible suggestions for improving the proposal
to the Secretariat (minna.pyhala@helcom.fi) by 15 May 2015 and requested the next meeting of RedCore
DG on 22 May 2015 to update the proposal.
The Meeting noted that for the best use of resources, the project should be carried out in
connection with the next updating the MAI and CART follow-up assessments, and one option is to
operationalize the assessments in steps.
The Meeting welcomed the work done for the draft web-based assessment for following up on
progress to fulfill country-wise allocated nutrient reduction targets (CART) as presented by Mr. Bo
Gustafsson, BNI (document 3-6, Presentation 3).
The Meeting considered and discussed the draft assessment, taking note of comments by
Contracting Parties. The Meeting noted that it is not possible to comply with all the requests for improved
presentation of assessments and inclusion of additional data since some are conflicting with each other and
also due to time constraints. The assessment will be further developed over the next few years and for now
it is important to finalize and make the 2012 version of the assessment open for public as soon as possible.
All data will be available in Excel files so that Contracting Parties can make their own tables, figures and
graphs according to their own needs. The Meeting compiled a list of changes proposed by the Contracting
Parties to be made in the assessment and identified the ones that can be made in time for HOD 48-2015, as
contained in Annex 3.
The Meeting requested the authors to update the CART assessment accordingly so that an
updated version can be forwarded to HOD 48-2015.
The Meeting noted the comment by Lithuania that according their national calculations the
results are rather different (especially for phosphorus) compared to the results presented in the HELCOM
CART assessments. The Meeting noted that the difference could be the consequence if Lithuania has used
different data than that reported to HELCOM. The data on long-term transboundary inputs and retention
coefficients used for MAI and CART calculations have been crude, which is likely to impact the results for
Lithuania as transboundary loads are a big share in the loads from Lithuanian territory to the Baltic Sea. The
intention is to focus on the data up to 2012 reported and confirmed by the Contracting Parties and improve
this data in the future. The Meeting welcomed the offer of BNI to investigate (bi-laterally with Lithuania) the
discrepancy in results as soon as possible and prior to HOD 48-2015.
The Meeting endorsed the CART follow-up assessment in principle, noting that the results for
Lithuania are subject to clarification.
The Meeting took note of the recent publication of the following assessments related to inputs
of nutrients to the Baltic Sea:
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Updated Fifth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation, PLC-5.5 (BSEP 145)



Core pressure indicator on nutrient inputs for assessing progress towards the maximum
allowable inputs (MAI) of the HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme.

The Meeting took note of the progress with the Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC6) project as presented by the PLC-6 Project Manager Mr. Lars M. Svendsen (document 3-1, Presentation 4).
The Meeting took note of the progress with implementation of the PLUS project on
Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System as presented by the RedCore DG Chair Mr. Lars M.
Svendsen (document 3-4, Presentation 4).
The Meeting congratulated the project on the data upload functionality of the new PLC database
as it is very useful.
The Meeting noted that the PLUS project will run longer than initially planned and that the
development of the database by BNI is being done within the current contract by mid-2016. Recalling also
the PLC Strategic document (cf. document 3-2, paragraph 3.4), the Meeting acknowledged that once the
PLUS system is fully up and running, tasks related to the PLC database and data management will further
evolve and change.
The Meeting took note of the final report of the project on Improvement of the quality of data
on nutrient inputs with focus on transboundary loads as presented by Mr. Seppo Knuuttila, Finland
(Document 3-7, Presentation 5).

3.2

Coordinated/joint actions to reduce nutrient inputs

Documents: 3.2-1, 3.2-2, 3.3-3, 3.2-4, 3.2-5, 3.2-WP1
The Meeting considered the Outcome of GEAR 10-2015 (document 3.2-4), in particular the
initial topics (new joint measures) for coordination, and agreed to discuss these under the relevant agenda
items and prepare a contribution as requested.
The Meeting discussed how to elaborate an input to the initial list of possible topics for regional
coordination to address inputs of nutrients and organic matter. The Meeting noted that for some countries
all their eutrophication related measures are under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and that it would
be useful to also exchange information on the measures proposed by the HELCOM Contracting Parties being
EU member states under WFD.
The Meeting considered, discussed and updated a draft document with initial input on
coordination of measures to address inputs of nutrients and organic matter for GEAR 11-2015 as contained
in document 3.2-WP1.
The Meeting took note the information on on-going work of Policy Area (PA) Nutri as presented
by Ms. Sanni Turunen, Finland (document 3.2-2, Presentation 6).
The Meeting requested Contracting Parties to check and consider the need for updating the list
of PA Nutri steering committee and stakeholders and to inform Ms. Sanni Turunen
(sanni.j.turunen@ymparisto.fi) of possible changes to the list.
The Meeting noted the request by PA Nutri for suggestions for themes for the PA Nutri
stakeholder meeting and suggested that in addition to the already proposed themes of small wastewater
treatment plants, wastewater treatment & sludge management, and improved data on nutrient inputs,
agriculture could also be a relevant theme.
The Meeting took note of the information on the outcomes of the seminar “Sea based measures
to reduce consequences of eutrophication” as presented by Sweden (document 3.2-5, Presentation 7).
The Meeting took note of the information on Finnish report on Joint Polish–Finnish sampling of
surface waters around the phosphogypsum waste stacks in Gdańsk and Police in July 2013 as presented by
Finland (document 3.2-1, Presentation 8).
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The Meeting considered the proposal for development of the draft HELCOM Recommendation
on sustainable handling of sewage sludge as presented by the Secretariat (document 3.2-3, Presentation 9).
The Meeting took note of information by Finland of on-going revision of EU legislation related
to fertilizers, and that sewage sludge is currently not included as option. Finland suggested that if there was
a common approach to national end-of-waste criteria, it might facilitate negotiations on sewage sludge
application in agriculture at EU level.
The Meeting discussed how to continue the work with developing a HELCOM Recommendation
on sewage sludge and in general supported the new structure of the document which is more flexible than
the previous one and better fits the existing legal requirement. The Meeting was of the opinion that the
content of the new draft Recommendation should correspond with the titles and ambitions of the suggested
structure.
The Meeting noted that Sweden is no longer in a position to continue in a lead role with the
activity and welcomed the preliminary offer of Russia to get involved in a co-leading role, together with
Germany. Russia will inform on their position by 22 May 2015.
The Meeting took note of the view of EurEau that developing of BAT is very time and resource
consuming procedure and requires a detailed review of technologies. The document can therefore provide
only guidance for the further development of BAT/BET.
The Meeting was of the view that there is a need to arrange another expert workshop for further
drafting the Recommendation and agreed that the date and venue for the workshop should be decided on
via correspondence, when there is an understanding of the availability of lead countries, and could be
arranged in early October 2015. The Meeting agreed that the scope of the workshop should be suggested by
the Contracting Parties when commenting the new structure of the Recommendation.
The Meeting agreed on the following schedule for the remaining revision process:

3.3



The suggestion on the new scope and structure of the document and a proposal for ToR for a
possible workshop will be circulated by the lead country(s) and the Secretariat to the CPs by
the end of May/early June 2015



Contracting Parties should submit their comments on the scope and structure of the
recommendation as well as comment on the suggestions for the content of the workshop by
30 June 2015



A revised, updated version of the draft recommendation will be circulated to Contracting
Parties by 15 August 2015



Contracting Parties to provide comments by 15 September 2015



The draft Recommendation will be considered in details at the next Pressure group meeting in
October 2015, striving to submit the document for endorsement to HOD 48-2015 in December
2015.



An expert workshop will be organized in autumn 2015 pending consultation with the lead
country(ies) and an offer to host the workshop. Contracting Parties are invited to consider their
possibility to host the workshop



The updated Recommendation should then be submitted to the HOD 48-2015 for endorsement
and for further adoption by the HELCOM annual meeting in March 2016.



Any urgent discussion can be organized via on-line meetings as needed.

Cooperation with other organizations

Documents: None
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The Meeting recalled the request from HOD 47-2014 to improve cooperation with nonHELCOM Contracting Parties and other regional commissions (i.e. transboundary river basin commissions)
and frameworks e.g. to ensure that the nutrient reduction requirements are taken into account and access
to data on transboundary inputs and retention is improved.
The Meeting welcomed the information about the planned workshop on transboundary inputs
and retention to be held back-to-back with the PLC-6 project meeting on 19 May 2015 in Uppsala, Sweden.
The Meeting regretted that not many representatives of the river basin commissions will be attending the
meeting, but noted that many of the experts participating are involved in transboundary river basin
commission work.
The Meeting acknowledged that data issues (requesting possible additional data on
transboundary pollution) could be resolved via the Contracting Parties involved in the PLC work but pointed
out that a dialogue with the commissions and non-Contracting Parties needs to be established in order to
involve them in the work to implement pollution reduction measures needed for fulfilling the HELCOM
nutrient reduction scheme. The Meeting suggested that concrete steps for further cooperation with
transboundary river basin commissions/organizations and countries that share transboundary rivers should
be discussed at the upcoming workshop in May 2015.
The Meeting noted that an issue to further explore is possible further cooperation with other
international organizations such as UNECE Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution
(CLRTAP).

Agenda item 4

Other activities of Pressure in accordance with the work Plan

Documents: 3.2-4, 4-5, 4-6, 4-8

4.1

Coordinated/joint actions to reduce inputs of hazardous substances

4.1
The Meeting considered the proposal to prepare a regional status report on pharmaceuticals in
the marine environment as presented by the Secretariat (document 4-6, Presentation 10) and was of the
opinion that it is an important initiative. The Meeting also took note of information by the coordinator of PA
Hazard, Ms. Jenny Hedman, on the priorities of the Policy Area in the joint development process.
4.2
The Meeting welcomed the information by Sweden on sources and pathways of
pharmaceuticals to the Baltic Sea (document 4-5, Presentation 11).
4.3
The Meeting took note of the overview on available information on Finnish data on sources and
pathways of pharmaceuticals to the Baltic Sea environment (document 4-8). The Meeting took note of
information by Lithuania regarding monitoring of medical substances from the EU watch list in rivers which
is planned for the next autumn.
4.4
The Meeting discussed how to proceed with elaboration of such a regional assessment and
supported the proposed steps and timeline for carrying out the work (cf. document 4-6).
4.5
The Meeting took note of the information by EurEau regarding high interest of the waste water
treatment industry for information on sources of inputs of pharmaceuticals to the sewage network, with
identification of contributions from health care organizations and hospitals and individual households.
Information on medical waste management procedures in different countries should be also collected
assuming medical waste is one of the important pathways of pharmaceuticals into the environment.
4.6
The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to consider taking a leading role for coordinating the
work on the assessment of inputs of pharmaceuticals and to offer experts to participate in the elaboration
of the assessment preferably by the end of June 2015 but not later than the next Pressure group meeting.
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4.2

Data on management of dredged materials

Documents: 4-4
4.7
The Meeting took note of the information on a HELCOM dataset on management of dredged
material as presented by the Secretariat (document 4-4, Presentation 12).
4.8
The Meeting noted the gaps in data on dredging and depositing activities and the most common
errors which make the reported data insufficient for integration into the regional information systems as well
as for further use in the assessment of the state of the marine environment. The Meeting urged Contracting
Parties to use the newly agreed reporting format when submitting their data and to pay extra attention on
the accuracy of the geographical references of the data.
4.9
The Meeting recognized that the dataset is a substantial part of the indicator reflecting
cumulative pressure on benthic biotopes which will be used for the Pressure index of the HOLAS II assessment
and therefore stressed the need to ensure the quality of the data.
4.10
The Meeting took note of the information by Poland that they will report their 2013 data as soon
as possible.
4.11
The Meeting welcomed the information by Russia that they will be able to report data on
dredging activities to fill gaps in the dataset.

4.3

Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter

Documents: 3.2-4, 4-1, 4-7, 4-9, 4.3-WP1, 4.3-WP1-Rev.1
4.12
The Meeting took note of the status of core indicators on marine litter as presented by the
CORESET II Project Manager, Ms. Lena Avellan (cf. document 3-2, Presentation 13). The Meeting encouraged
Contracting Parties to provide their contributions and comments on the indicators to their national State and
Conservation contacts by 11 May 2015. Further, the Meeting requested Contracting Parties to prioritize the
further development of these indicators beyond the current consultation round by offering national
expertise.
4.13
The Meeting took note on the adoption of HELCOM Recommendation 36/1: Regional Action
Plan on Marine Litter (RAP ML) as well as information on progress in development of the Annex with actions
(document 4-1).
4.14
The Meeting took note of the outcome of the meeting of the Marine Litter Drafting Group
(document 4-7) which met to work of Annex 1 of the RAP ML.
4.15
The Meeting noted and welcomed the draft input on marine litter developed by the Marine
Litter Drafting Group to the GEAR draft joint documentation on Programmes of Measures (document 4.3WP1 and 4.3-WP1-Rev.1).
4.16
The Meeting agreed that the meeting of PRESSURE 3-2015 in October 2015 should devote part
of the meeting to RAP ML and, in particular, that the lead countries should present their proposals for how
to further develop actions.
4.17
The Meeting took note of Swedish plans to set up a project on microplastics and consequently
might be in a position to participate as a lead for this particular activity within the framework of the action
plan.
4.18
The Meeting welcomed the information about the activities on retrieval of derelict ghost nets
from the Baltic Sea as presented by Marta Kalinowska, WWF Poland (Baltic Ecoregion Programme)
(document 4-9, Presentation 14) noted that it already provide contribution to the implementation of the RAP
ML.
4.19
The Meeting invited WWF Poland (Baltic Ecoregion Programme) and Poland to consider the
possibility of leading the activity on ghost nets in implementation of the RAP ML and to inform on their
position by HOD 48-2015.
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4.20
The Meeting welcomed that the project will update their existing database on location of lost
fishing gear in Polish waters and invited WWF Poland to participate in one of the upcoming meetings of the
HELCOM Expert Group on Environmental Risks of Hazardous Submerged Objects (SUBMERGED) which works
to compile and assess information about all kinds of hazardous objects and assess the associated risks. The
data on locations of ghost nets could be of particular benefit for the SUBMERGED assessment.

4.4

Joint actions to address underwater noise

Documents: 3.2-4, 4-2, 4-3
4.21
The Meeting took note of the outcome of the joint HELCOM-BIAS workshop on underwater noise
(document 4-2).
4.22
The Meeting took note of current state and further steps on underwater noise as presented by
the Secretariat (document 4-3, Presentation 15).
4.23
The Meeting discussed how to plan further steps including timeline regarding underwater noise
and based on the suggestions from the Secretariat agreed on the work plan for developing a road map for
the HELCOM work on underwater noise with the understanding that it is to build a knowledge base towards
a regional action plan as contained in Annex 4, pending clarification of a Russian study reservation by 15 May
2015.
4.24
The Meeting agreed to submit the work plan as a requested input to GEAR on inputs of energy
(underwater noise) to the ongoing process on regional coordination of measures (cf. document 3.2-4) as well
as for consideration by HOD 48-2015.
4.25
The Meeting took note of the status of core indicators on underwater noise as presented by the
CORESET II Project Manager, Ms. Lena Avellan (cf. document 3-2, Presentation 13) and supported the work
on indicator development. The Meeting encouraged Contracting Parties to provide their contributions and
comments on the indicators to their national State and Conservation contacts by 11 May 2015. Further, the
Meeting requested Contracting Parties to prioritize the further development of these indicators beyond the
current consultation round by offering national expertise.
4.26
The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider leading further work on any of the two
HELCOM indicators as well as other activities as foreseen in the work plan and welcomed the positive
response of Finland to this invitation.
4.27
The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to nominate contact points on underwater noise by
informing the Secretariat (Marta.Ruiz@helcom.fi) by 31 May 2015 and agreed that the experts should work
under the umbrella of Pressure WG and State and Conservation WG.
4.28
The Meeting took note of information by Sweden on the starting of a new BONUS / FP7 project
SHEBA (Sustainable Shipping and environment of the Baltic Sea Region). The project will investigate various
impacts of shipping, including underwater noise. The project is led by Sweden and involves partners from
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany and Poland.

Agenda item 5

Any other business

Documents: 5-1
5.1
The Meeting took note that Poland will forward application for removal of hot spots to the
next meeting of Pressure WG in October 2015.
5.2
The Meeting checked the List of Contact Addresses and Observers of the Working Group as
contained in document 5-1 and updated it as contained in Annex 4.
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Agenda item 6

Future work and meetings

Documents: 6-1
6.1
The Meeting took note of the Work Plan of WG Pressure as contained in document 6-1 and
requested the Secretariat to update it based on the discussions of the Meeting.
6.2
The Meeting recalled the need to elect vice-chairs for the working group and welcomed the offer
of the Chair together with the Secretariat to be in contact Contracting Parties considering the issue and
agreed to come back to it at PRESSURE 3-2015.
6.3
The Meeting recalled that PRESSURE 1-2014 decided that the autumn meeting of the working
group should focus on hazardous substances. The Meeting agreed that PRESSURE 3-2015 should address the
following topics:


Pharmaceuticals and other hazardous substances



sewage sludge



monitoring of inputs of hazardous substances, including EMEP deliverables (RedCore DG is invited
to prepare input for the meeting)



input to Gear on measure related to hazardous substance



marine litter



underwater noise



content of the PLC-6 assessment



contributions to HOLAS II

6.4
The Meeting acknowledged that there might be a need to arrange online meetings, as needed,
to ensure that the Pressure work proceeds smoothly.
6.5
The Meeting agreed that PRESSURE 3-2015 should be held for two and a half days on 7-9 October
2015 and that a full day should be dedicated to marine litter and noise issues in order to facilitate the
participation by relevant experts. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider hosting the
meeting and to inform the Secretariat accordingly.
6.6
The Meeting suggested arranging the meeting of PRESSURE 4-2015 during 18-21 April 2016 and
welcomed the offer of Sweden to host the meeting.
6.7
The Meeting thanked Minna Pyhälä for her valuable contributions to the work of Pressure and
other working groups of HELCOM, in particular for her professionalism and assistance to the Contracting
Parties.
6.8
The Meeting thanked the host Estonia for the excellent and generous arrangements and
hospitality during the Meeting.

Agenda item 7

Outcome of the Meeting

Documents: 7-1
7.1
The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting. The final Outcome of the Meeting will
be made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal, together with the documents and presentations
considered by the Meeting.

Page 11 of 20

Outcome of PRESSURE 2-2015

Annex 1

List of Participants

Name

Delegation

Organization

E-mail

Sweden

Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences

Lars.Sonesten@slu.se

Peeter Ennet

Estonia

Estonian Agency of Environment

Peeter.Ennet@envir.ee

Enn Liive

Estonia

Ministry of the Environment

Enn.liive@envir.ee

Reet Ulm

Estonia

Ministry of the Environment

reet.ulm@envir.ee

Agnes Villman

Estonia

Ministry of the Environment

Agnes.villmann@envir.ee

Ulrike Pirnke
(via Skype AI 4.1)

Germany

German Federal Environment
Agency

ulrike.pirntke@uba.de

Seppo Knuuttila

Finland

SYKE

seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi

Antti Räike

Finland

SYKE

antti.raike@ymparisto.fi

Sanni Turunen

Finland

Ministry of the Environment

sanni.j.turunen@ymparisto.fi

Mindaugas Gudas

Lithuania

m.gudas@aaa.am.lt

Adriana Dembowska

Poland

Natalia Oblomkova
Philip Axe

Russia
Sweden

Lithuanian Environmental
Protection Agency
National Water Management
Authority
SPb PO "Ecology&business"
Swedish Agency for Marine and
Water Management

CHAIR
Lars Sonesten
CONTRACTING PARTIES

adriana.dembowska@kzgw.gov.pl
oblomkova@helcom.ru
philip.axe@havochvatten.se

OBSERVERS AND INVITED GUESTS
Marta Kalinowska

Observer

WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme

mkalinowska@wwf.pl

Saijariina Toivikko

Observer

EurEau

saijariina.toivikko@vvy.fi

Bo Gustafsson

Invited guest

BaltiC Nest Institute

bo.gustafsson@su.se

Lars M. Svendsen

Pirjo Salminen

Invited Guest

Danish Center for Environment and
Energy, Aarhus University
EUSBSR/PA Hazards Coordinator,
Swedish EPA
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
of Finland

lms@dce.au.dk

Jenny Hedman

Chair of
RedCore DG
Invited Guest

jenny.hedman@naturvardsverket.se
pirjo.salminen@mmm.fi

HELCOM SECRETARIAT
Dmitry FrankKamenetsky
Monika Stankiewicz

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

dmitry.frankkamenetsky@helcom.fi
monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi

Minna Pyhälä

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

minna.pyhala@helcom.fi

Leena Heikkilä

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

leena.heikkila@helcom.fi

Marta Ruiz

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

marta.ruiz@helcom.fi

Lena Avellan
(via Skype AI 4.3 & 4.4)

Secretariat

HELCOM Secretariat

Lena.avellan@helcom.fi
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Annex 2

Comments by Contracting Parties to the CART follow-up assessment

Comment/request
Comments by Finland
Introduction page should clearly state 1. Target, 2.
Present stage and 3. The direction we are going

All figures: the countries in alphabetical orders and
abbreviations should be written open/coherent.

Key message, table 1a/1b: Colour coding is good, but
the amount of loading doesn't show on the picture,
therefore it would be good if there was at least a link to
the table with the actual amounts of nutrient loads.
All figures: The scales should be equal. The scaling of
the figures should be coherent in order to compare
different sub-basins by "one look". The width of the
bars should be equal to all countries. The countries
should be in alphabetical order.
Results - Changes in inputs: What does the percentage
tell? Link to the ton amounts is needed.
Results - Longer term trends: The table is difficult to
read. We would prefer long term trends shown as
figures. Why these sub-basins are chosen as examples?
Can we have the same sub-basin from all countries or
couple of sub-basins? Countries should be in
alphabetical order and the countries outside the BSR
should be put last.

Response by Drafting Group

To be done for HODs

The background/introductory page could be deleted all together.
A link to the “targets” (http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/nutrientreduction-scheme/targets/ ) should be added to the Key message page. The
authors and citation instructions to be added as s separate page at the end of
the whole assessment
Yes – the intention is to be coherent with spelling of sub-basin names – use 3
letter abbreviation rather than 2 letter inter. If possible write out the full name,
but always spell out Baltic Sea.
OK to resort tables and figures in alphabetical order but to be taken care of at a
later stage
Add in the caption:
The input data used to evaluate fulfillment of CART and the amount of remaining
reductions are given in tables 5a-5p on Calculation of fulfillment of nutrient input
ceilings

Yes

Scales: solutions to be reconsidered at a later stage

No

The width of the bars: to be taken care of at a later stage

Yes

Move the text at the bottom of the page (with link to the data) into the caption

Yes

Tables: add gridlines and change “n.i.” to “ “ (blank) – update caption

Yes

The examples were chosen based on the basin where a country has to most
inputs to. We can easily add more examples as requested by a country, but
cannot include all combinations for all countries at this stage.
Finland would like to have their inputs to Gulf of Finland included (Lars to make).
Minna to sort the graphs in alphabetical order (1st CPs, then distant sources)
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Comments by Russia
On web-page "Calculation of the fulfilment of nutrient
input ceiling" I think all information after the
title "STATISTICAL TREND ANALYSIS" can be moved to
the next page "Accounting for extra reduction", because
this text is mostly about the extra reduction.
The short explanation (maybe link to concrete formula
from the statistical report) how statistical estimation of
the net nitrogen and phosphorus inputs country by
basin in 2012 have been done is likely to be added.

No – these are not the same thing.
To reduce confusion, we will move tables 5a-p to the page: Data on fulfillment of
nutrient inputs ceilings
Consider different wording for “Extra reductions”

Yes

Lars to add a few sentences

Yes

Additional comments
In the Key message, the summary conclusions provided in bullet points should be reorders so that the results of Contracting Parties come
first and only other sources at the end (and the reflect that there targets are “expectations” and not “reduction requirements”)
In Table 1a & b – update them with 3 letter abbreviation of sub-basin names and change “SUM” to “MAI”
For those cells where there is only atmospheric input, the cell should be differentiated with i.e. stripes
Figures 1 a & b should be presented in country-wise graphs rather than sub-basin-wise graphs.
Change A-D to A-C in all table 5s on page:
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-action-plan/progress-towards-reduction-targets/in-depth-information/calculation-of-the-fulfilment-ofnutrient-input-ceilings/
Explanatory text on why 2010-2012 average is used for some figures and the latest (2012) data is used for the evaluation – to be added to
the results part.
Remove tables 7a&b on Data on fulfilment of nutrient input ceilings (renumber other tables accordingly)
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Annex 3
Input to the GEAR draft joint documentation on Programmes of Measures on
inputs of energy (underwater noise)
Draft Work Plan on preparing a Roadmap towards building a knowledge base on
underwater noise
Background information
In 2013, the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed that:
-

the level of ambient and the distribution of impulsive sounds in the Baltic Sea should not have
negative impact on marine life;
human activities that are assessed to result in negative impacts on marine life should be carried out
only if relevant mitigation measures are in place.

Accordingly, the Ministerial Meeting agreed that as soon as possible and by the end of 2016, using mainly
already on-going activities, to:
-

establish a set of indicators including technical standards which may be used for monitoring ambient
and impulsive underwater noise in the Baltic Sea;
encourage research on the cause and effects of underwater noise on biota;
map the levels of ambient underwater noise across the Baltic Sea;
set up a register of the occurrence of impulsive sounds;
consider regular monitoring on ambient and impulsive underwater noise as well as possible options
for mitigation measures related to noise taking into account the ongoing work in IMO on nonmandatory draft guidelines for reducing underwater noise from commercial ships and in CBD
context.

Underwater noise is an area with ongoing research projects in the Baltic Sea but as yet with no formal
agreement concluded in HELCOM how to take the work forward.
Presently, piling (impulsive noise) and shipping (continuous noise) are considered to constitute the two major
sources of underwater noise in the Baltic Sea.
There are two indicators under preparation within CORESET II project: “Continuous low frequency
anthropogenic sound” and “Distribution in time and place of loud low and mid frequency anthropogenic
impulsive sounds”.
The ongoing (by 2016) project BIAS project contributes to operationalization of the indicator on continuous
noise at a Baltic Sea regional level, an indicator which is mainly linked to shipping. The BIAS project will
provide a sound-scape map of current ambient noise levels, establish standards for measuring noise and
develop a set of GIS-based planning tools to manage underwater sound.
BIAS is not addressing the indicator on impulsive noise, for which a registry where loud noise events are
archived should be implemented.
Within OSPAR EIHA group, a proposal for setting up a regional register for impulsive noise has already been
agreed pending clarification of financing. Regarding the further work on the impulsive noise indicator and
the registry, a meeting in the side lines of the EU TG Noise meeting at ICES headquarters, in Copenhagen, in
September 2015 is tentatively planned to further discuss the registry, the visualisation element and
cooperation with HELCOM.
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The monitoring strategy for ambient noise has been taken forward by OSPAR EIHA meeting, and the strategy
will be followed with development of the monitoring programme with a support of a possible project.
Experience of Germany and from BIAS project is to be taken into account.
The recently started SHEBA project (2015-2018) is planning to investigate impacts from shipping, including
underwater noise.

Roadmap to build knowledge base towards a regional action plan on underwater noise
A roadmap will be prepared in 2015 to guide work in HELCOM on underwater noise in a short-term 20152017.
The roadmap will focus on preparing a knowledge base towards a regional action plan on underwater noise
in 2017/2018 to meet the objectives of the 2013 Ministerial Meeting and of MSFD for Contracting Parties
being EU member states.
The implementation of the roadmap in 2015-2016 will outline activities to:
-

Review existing knowledge on impact of noise in the Baltic Sea
Explore ways for defining environmental targets for underwater noise
Survey possible measures to manage and mitigate relevant impacts on the Baltic Sea
Finalize the indicators and make them operational.
It is essential to finalize the indicators in HELCOM in order to be able to offer information on
underwater noise for HOLAS II. BIAS recommendations for ambient noise monitoring will be ready
for consideration by HELCOM early 2016. In the indicator ‘Continuous low frequency anthropogenic
sound’ some first proposals from the project have been included on general monitoring issues and a
potentially appropriate spatial network of monitoring stations, with the aim to support future
discussion on coordinated monitoring in the HELCOM community. OSPAR is working on a registry for
impulsive noise and HELCOM could benefit from this development for setting up a regional registry
in the Baltic Sea.

The activities will be supported by the HELCOM Baltic Boost project if granted funding.
Based on the Roadmap and the results of work in 2015 and 2016, a proposal for developing a regional action
plan on underwater noise will be prepared.

Working arrangement and timetable
Pressure WG will have an overall coordinating role for the activities on underwater noise according to its ToR.
State and Conservation WG is responsible for monitoring and assessment, and mitigation measures fall under
responsibility of Pressure and Maritime WGs.
The Contracting Parties are invited to nominate national experts on underwater noise by the end of May
2015 as a joint expert network under Pressure WG and State and Conservation WG.
A regional expert network on underwater noise exists under BIAS Project, and some experts take part in
CORESET II project. The Contracting Parties might wish to take it into account when nominating national
contact points.
The first task of the nominated experts will be to draft a roadmap.
The draft roadmap will be considered by Pressure 3-2015 (X October 2015) and State and Conservation 32015 (9-13 November 2015). The proposed Roadmap will be presented at the planned workshop on
coordination of measures initiated by Gear (in October 2015) and subsequently submitted to HoDs in
December 2015 for approval.

Page 16 of 20

Outcome of PRESSURE 2-2015
Ongoing work in OSPAR will be taken into account, with the aim to propose, as part of the Roadmap, how to
mutually benefit from expertise, knowledge and technical solutions existing or proposed in the HELCOM area
and OSPAR area, including possible common reporting formats and joint database.
HELCOM experts could consider attending the tentatively planned OSPAR meeting in September 2015 to
discuss the impulsive noise registry and other cooperation issues.
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Annex 4

List of Pressure WG contacts and Observers

Representing
Chair
Chair
Contracting Parties
Denmark
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Estonia
Finland
Finland
Finland
Finland
Finland
Finland
Germany

Name

Organization

E-mail address

Lars Sonesten

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

Lars.Sonesten@slu.se

Lars M. Svendsen
Taimar Ala
Peeter Ennet
Marina Hiob
Enn Liive
Raili Niine
Reet Pruul
Rene Reisner
Reet Ulm
Agnes Villmann
Marina Vilop
Kristiina Isokallio*
Airi Karvonen
Seppo Knuuttila
Tuija Ruoho-Airola
Antti Räike
Sanni Turunen
Marina Carstens

lms@dce.au.dk
taimar.ala@keskkonnaamet.ee
Peeter.Ennet@envir.ee
marina.hiob@keskkonnaamet.ee
enn.liive@envir.ee
Raili.Niine@envir.ee
Reet.pruul@envir.ee
rene.reisner@envir.ee
reet.ulm@envir.ee
agnes.villmann@envir.ee
Marina.vilop@envir.ee

Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

Dietmar Koch
Wera Leujak
Ulrike Pirntke
Stefanie Werner

Danish Center for Environment and Energy, Aarhus University
Estonian Environment Board
Estonian Environment Agency
Estonian Environment Board
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of the Environment
Ministry of the Environment of Estonia
Ministry of the Environment
Finnish Environment Institute
Ministry of the Environment
Finnish Environment Institute
Finnish Meteorological Institute
Finnish Environment Institute
Ministry of the Environment
State Agency for Environment, Nature Protection and Geology MecklenburgVorpommern
German Federal Environment Agency
German Federal Environment Agency
German Federal Environment Agency
German Federal Environment Agency
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kristiina.isokallio@ymparisto.fi
airi.karvonen@ymparisto.fi
seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi
tuija.ruoho-airola@fmi.fi
antti.raike@ymparisto.fi
Sanni.J.Turunen@ymparisto.fi
M.Carstens@lu.mv-regierung.de
dietmar.koch@uba.de
wera.leujak@uba.de
ulrike.pirntke@uba.de
stefanie.werner@uba.de
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Latvia
Latvia
Lithuania
Lithuania
Lithuania
Lithuania
Poland
Poland
Poland
Poland
Russia
Russia
Russia
Sweden
Observers
Observer
Observer
Observer
Observer
Observer

Inga Plocina
Atis Treijs
Mindaugas Gudas
Aiste Kubiliute
Paulius Petrošius**
Audrius Sepikas**
Magda ChreptowiczLiszewska
Jolanta Wikalinska

Daugavpils Regional Environmental Board
Daugavpils Regional Environmental Board
Environment Protection Agency
Environment Protection Agency
Environment Protection Agency
Protection Agency of the Republic of Lithuania
National Water Management Authority
Ministry of Economy

inga.plocina@daugavpils.vvd.gov.lv
atis.treijs@daugavpils.vvd.gov.lv
m.gudas@aaa.am.lt
a.kubiliute@aaa.am.lt
p.petrosius@aaa.am.lt
audrius.sepikas@aaa.am.lt
magda.chreptowiczliszewska@kzgw.gov.pl
jolanta.wikalinska@mg.gov.pl

Adriana Dembowska
Karina Makarewicz
Ludmila Filatova*
Leonid Korovin*
Natalia Oblomkova*
Philip Axe

National Water Management Authority
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Department of Rosprirodnadzor in the NWFD
SPb PO "Ecology & Business"
SPb PO "Ecology & Business"
Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management

adriana.dembowska@kzgw.gov.pl
karina.makarewicz@minrol.gov.pl
filatovamila@list.ru
korovinl@helcom.ru
oblomkova@helcom.ru
philip.axe@havochvatten.se

Nils Höglund*
Marta Kalinowska
Rikard Korkman
Gunnar Norén*
Jan Wärnbäck

CCB
WWF Baltic Ecoregion Programme
BFFE
CCB
WWF Sweden

nils.hoglund@ccb.se
mkalinowska@wwf.pl
rikard.korkman@slc.fi
gunnar.noren@ccb.se
jan.warnback@wwf.se

UBC Env Com

hannamaria.yliruusi@ubc.net

Baltic Nest Institute, Sweden
EMEP MSC-W
EMEP MSC-E
Finnish Environment Institute
EMEP MSC-W

bo.gustafsson@su.se
jerzy.bartnicki@met.no
alexey.gusev@msceast.org
pekka.kotilainen@ymparisto.fi
semeenav@met.no

Swedish EPA

jenny.hedman@naturvardsverket.se

Observer
Hannamaria Yliruusi
Consultants and other contacts
RedCore DG member
Bo Gustafsson
Data Consultant
Jerzy Bartnicki
Data Consultant
Alexey Gusev
Data Consultant
Pekka Kotilainen
Data Consultant
Semeena Valiyaveetil
Shamsudheen
PA Hazards coordinator
Jenny Hedman
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PA Nutri coordinator

Edyta JurkiewiczNational Water Management Authority
Gruszecka
* not officially nominated, but to be kept informed (on mailing list)
** unclear whether official contact or not
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Edyta JurkiewiczGruszecka@gkzgw.gov.pl

