HELCOM MPA Management Workshop

9-12 September 2019

Practical information
For the workshop, funding has been secured to cover the excursion, evening activities and
transportation from Vaasa to Wästinn, in Västerö.
Transportation to Vaasa/Västerö
A bus transfer has been arranged with two pickup stops, Vaasa Airport at 11:00 and at
Vaasa Travel Center at 11:20 on 9 September.
The bus company is called Wasabus.
The trip to Wästinn takes about 50 minutes and lunch will be served there at 12:30.
The bus ride back to Norrköping on 12 September will leave at 12:30 and is estimated to
arrive at Vaasa Airport at 13:30, and Vaasa Travel Center at the latest at 14:30.
Participants must make their own travel arrangements to and from Vaasa.
There is an international airport in Vaasa, as well as ferry connection from Sweden.
Information about train transfers between Helsinki and Vaasa can be checked and
reservations made via www.vr.fi.
Joint evening activities
One of the evenings we will get to try a traditional malt sauna (women and men
separately), so remember to bring some swimwear!
We have also arranged for an evening visit to a local producer specializing in making jams,
juices and candies from the local berries.
The venue offers a number of kayaks to use free of charge, as well as bikes, and if there is
interest there is a nature trail in close proximity to the venue which we can explore.
Excursion
A boat will pick us up by Wästinn at 9.00 on 11 September.
The excursion includes several stops in the archipelago of Kvarken, N2000, HELCOM MPA
and UNESCO World Heritage site, where we will meet with experts working with the
stakeholders and learn more about the practical management of the area.
On one of the islands we will take a short nature trail.
We will return to Wästinn at the latest 18.00, and dinner will be served at 19.00.
There will be coffee on the boat, and a field lunch.
Those who are prone to seasickness might want to prepare for that.
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When preparing your packing, please make sure to bring warm clothes, rain gear and good
shoes. Cliffs can be very slippery when wet, so make sure your shoes can cope with that.
And don't forget your binoculars - there are good opportunities for some to bird spotting
and lovely views!

