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Å The Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, 
Mediterranean Sea and contiguous Atlantic Area was adopted in 1996 and 
entered into force in 2001 
 

Å Established under the aegis of the UNEP/CMS Convention on  
Migratory Species 
 
Å Its purpose is to reduce threats to cetaceans, in particular by improving our 
knowledge of these animals 

A regional instrument to promote cooperation between the 
riparian countries 

Presentation of the ACCOBAMS 
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Agreement area  

23 Contracting Parties 

Extension: EEZ of 
Portugal and Spain 

Article I, 1.a) 
Χ all the maritime waters of the Black Sea and the 
Mediterranean and their gulfs and seas, and the internal 
waters connected to or interconnecting these maritime 
waters, and of the Atlantic area contiguous to the 
Mediterranean Sea west of the Straits of Gibraltar 

ACCOBAMS Agreement area 



 11 Regular Species 

© Dessins M. Demma 

All species  
with high 

conservation 
priority 



The Conservation Plan 

Å Adoption and enforcement of national legislation 

ACCOBAMS requires its Member States to implement a detailed 
Conservation Plan to achieve and maintain a favourable conservation status 
for Cetaceans. That includes:  

Å Assessment and management of human-cetacean interactions 

Å Habitat protection 

Å Research and monitoring 

Å Capacity building, collection and dissemination of information, 
training and education 

Å Responses to emergency situations 
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The Noise issue 

Å Adoption of Resolutions 2.16, 3.10, 4.17, 5.13 and 5.15 

As underwater noise represents a threat for cetaceans and their habitat, 
ACCOBAMS works on this issue since the entry into force of the Agreement. 
Specifically the following actions have been taken :  

Å Development of guidelines for noise mitigation measures 

Å Research efforts on 
Å The State of the Art on noise, marine mammals, and acoustic 

impacts 
Å Overview of the noise hotspots in the Mediterranean 

Å Development of an ACCOBAMS label for MMOs onboard seismic surveys 

© Morigeno ς Tilen Genov 

Å Mediterranean Strategy on Underwater Noise Monitoring, in collaboration 
with the UNEP/MAP Secretariat (Ecosystem Approach in the MED) 



The EcAp Initiative 

BARCELONA 
CONVENTION 

Ecosystems  Approach 
Initiative (EcAp) 

ECOLOGICAL 
OBJECTIVE 11 

JNWG 
(48 members) 

Contracting Party 

Guidance on 

implementation 

Partner Organisation 

ACCOBAMS 
EUROPEAN 

UNION 

Network through an 

online platform provided 

by ASCOBANS 

http://workspace.ascobans.org/ 

http://workspace.ascobans.org/
http://workspace.ascobans.org/


Ecosystems  Approach 
Initiative (EcAp) 

ECOLOGICAL 
OBJECTIVE 11 

Energy inputs into the marine 

environment, especially noise from 

human activities is minimised 

INDICATOR 11.1.1 
(Impulsive Noise) 

Proportion of days and geographical 

distribution where loud, low and mid-

frequency impulsive sounds exceed levels 

that are likely to entail significant impact on 

marine animals  

INDICATOR 11.1.2 
(ambient noise) 

Levels of continuous low frequency 

sound with the use of models as 

appropriate  

The EcAp Initiative 

Decision 17/6 ï COP17, 2012 



The EcAp Initiative 

4th EcAp 
Coordination 
Unit Meeting; 
October 2014 

EcAp CORMON 
Meeting; March 

2015 

MEDPOL-
REMPEC Focal 
Points; June 

2015 

5th EcAp 
Coordination 
Unit Meeting 

Sept 2015 

MAP Focal 
Point, October 

2015 
COP19 (2016) 

Decision 21/3 - COP18, 2013 

Underwater Noise not sufficiently understood, not part of the first phase of the 

implementation of the EcAp 

1st technical report (resuming discussions within the JNWG) is 

presented 

2nd technical report (developed by JNWG members) is 

presented 

Review of the 2nd technical report by the JNWG 



Space-time distribution of noise 
sources 

Register of noise sources to be 
monitored 

Monitoring impulsive noise: 
Indicator 11.1.1 

Fin whale biological 
significance 

No-threshold List (Low-freq sources) 
- LFA Sonar 
- Geophysical surveys 
- Underwater detonations 
- Pile driving 

Threshold List (Mid-freq sources) 
- MFA Sonar (176 dB re 1 µPa) 
- Acoustic deterrents (176 dB re 1 µPa) 
- Other non-pulse sound (176 dB re 1 µPa) 
- Other pulse sounds (186 dB re 1 µPa²m²s) 

Counting the number of days and the 

number of cells over a grid of 20 x 20 

km in which impulsive noise occurs  

Beaked whale biological 
significance 

The EcAp Initiative 



Level of low-frequency continuous 
noise 

In-situ measurements and 
models/mapping 

Monitoring ambient noise: 
Indicator 11.1.2 

Computing unweighted annual 

mean SPL and unweighted 

33.3% Exceedance Level (L33.3) 

in dB re 1µPa RMS 

1/3 octaves bands to be monitored 
20 Hz 
63 Hz 
125 Hz 
250 Hz 
500 Hz 
2000 Hz 

Scientific basis 
fin whale biological significance 
shipping noise energy content 
shipping noise energy content 
shipping noise energy content in the Med 
shipping noise energy content in the Med 
sperm-whale biological significance 

The EcAp Initiative 



The EcAp Initiative 

Baseline values, GES and targets are not proposed yet 



Overview of the Noise Hotspots in the MED 
(part of the ACCOBAMS WP 2014-2016) 

Objectives: 
 

ÅInventory of anthropogenic activities: 
 

ÁCoastal and Offshore constructions 

ÁSeismic survey areas  

ÁNaval exercise areas  

ÁMarine traffic 

 

ÅMapping areas where such activities are 

carried out 

 

ÅRecommending/Updating methodology to 

monitor noise from human pressures and 

noise sources over time.  

Results available by [end 

of October 2015] 


