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Outcome of the 54th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation 
 

Introduction 

0.1 The 54th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation was held in Helsinki, Finland, on 14-15 June 2018. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by participants from all Contracting Parties and by Observers from 
Baltic Farmers’ Forum on Environment (BFFE), Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC), Baltic Sea States 
Subregional Co-operation (BSSSC), Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions – Baltic Sea Commission 
(CPMR BSC), Coalition Clean Baltic (CCB), Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) and World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) as well as invited guests representing EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and 
from Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO). The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 
Consent for publication of the list of participants and the information contained therein was received by all 
participants. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Helsinki Commission, Ms. Marianne Wenning. 

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

 

Agenda Item 2  Outgoing and incoming chairmanship in HELCOM 

Documents: 2-1 

2.1 The Meeting recalled that the EU chairmanship of HELCOM is coming to an end on 30 June 2018 
and took note of the account by EU on accomplishing the chairmanship priorities.  

2.2 The Meeting acknowledged the accomplishments of the EU chairmanship, especially the 
excellent organization and good outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in Brussels on 6 March 2018. 
The Meeting took note that progress has been made regarding the priorities by completing the second 
holistic assessment (HOLAS II) and Pollution Load Compilation products, promoting sustainable agriculture 
and advancing port reception facilities as well as improving regional cooperation with fisheries bodies. 
Further development of core indicators related to seafloor integrity and marine litter continue to be 
important priorities for HELCOM. Work still remains on improving the coherence of the MPA network. The 
Meeting thanked EU for the successful chairmanship. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of and welcomed the following priorities of the Finnish chairmanship 
(document 2-1): updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan, reduction of nutrient inputs and nutrient recycling, Baltic 
Sea and climate change and synergy between Agenda 2030 and HELCOM work. 

2.4 The Meeting welcomed the Finnish chairmanship team, Ms. Saara Bäck, Chair of HELCOM, and 
Ms. Tarja Haaranen, Vice-Chair, from the Ministry of the Environment of Finland.  

 

Agenda Item 3  Outcome of the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting – follow-up 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-4-Add.1, 3-4-Rev.1, 3-4-Rev.2, 3-5, 3-5-Rev.1, 3-6, 6-1 

3.1 The Meeting recalled that the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting on 6 March adopted the HELCOM 
Brussels Declaration 2018 providing guidance for the work of HELCOM in the upcoming years. 
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3.2 The Meeting reflected on the Ministerial Meeting and expressed appreciation for the wide 
participation by the Ministers and the good outcome. The Meeting was of the view that the outcome strikes 
a good balance between ambitious and achievable targets and will provide important guidance to future 
HELCOM work. The Meeting also noted that in the international arena the importance of regional level 
cooperation has increased, including in UN processes, and HELCOM cooperation is a good example to other 
regions. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of a letter sent by the HELCOM Chair to the current Chair of BALTFISH 
(Denmark), the upcoming HELCOM Chair (Finland) and the upcoming BALTFISH Chair (Sweden), suggesting a 
meeting between HELCOM and BALTFISH regarding closer cooperation between management of fisheries 
and marine environment. The Meeting noted that the Chair remains hopeful that Finland, during its 
chairmanship, can make further progress on the matter.  

3.4 The Meeting considered the renewed Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach, 
including perspectives beyond 2021, based on the outcome of the Brussels Ministerial Meeting (document 
3-5), took note of the proposal by Russia for amendments and agreed to amend the Roadmap as included in 
document 3-5-Rev.1.  

3.5 The Meeting recognized that the Roadmap is a living document to be kept updated. 

3.6 The Meeting agreed on endorsement of the amended Roadmap via correspondence with the 
following procedure: any additional suggestions or comments to be submitted to the Secretariat 
(monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi) by 19 June 2018, the Secretariat to circulate the draft Roadmap to HODs on 
21 June 2018 for a tacit approval of the Roadmap by 28 June 2018.  

Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

3.7 The Meeting recalled that the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting agreed on the update 
of the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021. 

3.8 The Meeting further recalled that HELCOM 39-2018 agreed on the guidance for the BSAP 
update, established the BSAP Task Force and agreed that its Terms of Reference will be proposed and 
considered at the HOD 54-2018 meeting. 

3.9 The Meeting considered the proposal by the Secretariat on how to organize the BSAP update 
process in the draft strategic plan (document 3-4) and welcomed that the update of the BSAP will be based 
on the existing expertise in the HELCOM working structure according to the mandates of the working groups 
and will be overseen by the Heads of Delegation. 

3.10 The Meeting took note that a work plan for the BSAP update will be prepared by the Secretariat 
for HOD 55-2018, in which the involvement of the HELCOM groups will be specified and any associated 
timelines will be detailed. 

3.11 The Meeting recalled that the update of the BSAP is a task for all Contracting Parties and that 
the Contracting Parties are invited to lead individual tasks within the BSAP update process which could be 
offered e.g. via the working groups.  

3.12 The Meeting recognized that the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan should be a priority for the 
HELCOM working groups and requested the HELCOM groups to plan their work accordingly, including any 
putting in place of needed additional arrangements, e.g. correspondence work and possible additional 
workshops. 

3.13 The Meeting took note of the comment by Russia that the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report is a 
scientific expert based material to be used as advice in the BSAP update process.  

3.14 The Meeting considered the proposed Terms of Reference for the BSAP update task force (cf. 
Attachment of document 3-4) and took note of the view by the Contracting Parties that the role, the 
composition, chair and the operation of the proposed task force need to be clarified.  

3.15 The Meeting took note of the additional information by the Secretariat that the main assignment 
for the task force would be to focus on analysis of sufficiency of measures which so far has not been carried 

mailto:monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi
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out in HELCOM and is an additional major task. Furthermore, the name “task force” might not be suitable for 
such a proposed interdisciplinary platform. The Meeting in general supported the idea of carrying out the 
analysis via an interdisciplinary platform. 

3.16 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide further comments and ideas for the way 
forward with regard to the task force by 15 August 2018. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to develop 
the proposal further taking into account feedback from the Contracting Parties and to organize intersessional 
consultation on the amended proposal starting 1 September and aiming at reaching an agreement by 30 
September 2018. 

3.17 The Meeting took note of the comment by CCB that the intention to involve stakeholders in the 
process is appreciated. The Meeting further noted the views expressed by CCB that:  

 the analysis should be honest regarding implementation of measures and lack of progress;  

 an external review could be beneficial; 

 the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report provides the best scientific knowledge available and should be the 
basis for the BSAP update; and 

 the HELCOM working groups have many important ongoing activities that should not be put on hold 
during the update process.  

3.18 The Meeting considered the revised strategic plan for the update of the BSAP prepared by the 
Secretariat according to the comments provided in the Meeting, including the visualization of the assigned 
responsibilities (document 3-4-Rev.1) and approved the amended strategic plan for the BSAP update 
(document 3-4-Rev.2, as contained in Annex 2), and more specifically: 

 the Meeting agreed to set up the BSAP update project, while taking note of the clarification by the 
Secretariat that the project is to be understood in a broad sense and as resource to support the BSAP 
update according to the strategic plan (BSAP 2030 project; cf. Annex 2); 

 the Meeting agreed on having a dedicated project manager at the Secretariat to support the tasks of 
the Secretariat in the BSAP update process, to be (part-) funded from the HELCOM budget (cf. Annex 
2).  

3.19 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to offer additional contributions to complement the 
funding available from the HELCOM budget for the project manager as indicated in Annex 2 as well as for the 
BSAP update process and welcomed the information that Finland, Germany and Sweden offered to consider 
providing additional funding for the work. 

3.20 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to prepare a flow chart visualising the roles of the 
working groups and the BSAP 2030 project in the BSAP update process, to be presented together with the 
draft work plan.  

3.21 The Meeting took note that EU has issued a new call for projects to support cooperation of 
measures to reach a good environmental status of the marine environment and that GEAR 8-2018 discussed 
the call, supported the development of a HELCOM coordinated project proposal (cf. GEAR 8-2018 Outcome 
paragraphs 3.56 – 3.65) and agreed on the topics for the proposed regional project (at the GEAR online 
meeting on 2 May). Based on the GEAR agreement, the Secretariat is currently carrying out the finalization 
of the project application by the deadline of 20 June 2018.  

3.22 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM project under preparation has a general objective to 
contribute to the update of the BSAP and implementation of Programmes of Measures for Contracting 
Parties being EU members, and a specific objective to analyse the effectiveness and sufficiency of existing 
measures with particular focus on by-catch, impacts on the seabed, marine protected areas, and 
eutrophication.  

3.23 The Meeting further noted that the topical focus has been selected based on the identified 
priorities of the call for the Baltic Sea region (biodiversity, disturbance to the seafloor, impacts from fisheries), 
and the most prominent pressure on the Baltic Sea (eutrophication). Furthermore, how the natural 
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conditions of the Baltic Sea influence the achievement of good environmental status (GES) is included as an 
integral part of the project.  

3.24 The Meeting took note of the proposal by Germany that the methodologies applied in the 
proposed project to be such that they could be applied in cases of countries where less data is available, to 
include indicators especially for eutrophication and by-catch in the project and to clarify how the intended 
project links to the process of the BSAP update. 

3.25 The Meeting took note of the clarification of the Secretariat that the issue of applicability of the 
methods for analysis of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient load has already been addressed in the 
project and that while important, the work on indicators does not match the priorities set for the Baltic Sea 
for the call. The intended project is to be directly linked to existing working groups in such a way that the 
working groups will provide guidance to the project and all Contracting Parties will have the possibility to be 
involved and facilitate the use of the project results. 

3.26 The Meeting approved the submission of the HELCOM-led project proposal to the EU call. 

HELCOM contribution to global processes 

3.27 The Meeting took note of the information on examples of recent major activities of HELCOM 
aiming at implementing global regulations at the regional scale through cross-sectorial cooperation in the 
light of the outcome of the HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting (document 3-1). 

3.28 The Meeting took note that the report of the Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of 
EBSAs in the Baltic Sea (EBSA workshop) has been put forward for the review at the CBD Twenty-second 
meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA 22), 2-7 July 2018 
in Montreal (LINK). The Meeting recognized the importance of successful finalization of the Baltic EBSA 
process under CBD, to result in forwarding the report to the Fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 14) which will take place 17 - 29 November 2018 in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, with a view to include the report in the repository and submit the report to the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)  as well as relevant international organizations, Parties and other 
Governments. 

3.29 The Meeting took note of the information that for two of the identified EBSAs the maps 
presented in the EBSA workshop report showed dotted lines outlining the potential full geographical extent 
of the identified EBSA, which extended into the national waters of those two Contracting parties who were 
unable to participate in the workshop (Denmark and Poland). The Meeting noted the position of Denmark 
and Poland that they cannot accept the spatial presentation extending into their national waters, as their 
experts were not present the workshop (cf. para. 16 of the EBSA Workshop report). New versions of the maps 
which present the borders only of the identified EBSAs were presented to the meeting and the corresponding 
changes to the textual part of the EBSA workshop report could be implemented accordingly: 

 p. 117 (new map for area no. 7 and removal of footnote); 

 p. 130 (new map for area no. 8 and removal of footnote); 

 p. 122: Textual changes made to address the potential concerns by Denmark. 

3.30 The Meeting took note of the study reservation by Germany on the new maps due to insufficient 
time to confer with national experts, and invited Germany to clarify their position shortly. 

3.31 The Meeting in principle agreed that the dotted lines are to be removed from the maps and on 
the proposal to amend the existing text on limitations in spatial coverage due to lack of participation as 
below, revise para 33 of the EBSA workshop report, and pending clarification of the study reservation by 
Germany. 

Report paragraph 33: Workshop participants noted that the lack of participation by two Baltic Sea (HELCOM) 
countries, Denmark and Poland, limited the extent to which the features of the entire Baltic Sea could be 
adequately considered by the workshop, and as a result influenced the list and spatial extent of areas 
described as meeting the EBSA criteria. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/6e76/f99f/74e73e304eaa8a6ea3b51d00/ebsa-ws-2018-01-04-en.pdf
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3.32 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland that the UN Environment Assembly has 
made resolutions regarding marine litter and has established an expert group on marine litter and 
microplastics. The Meeting took note that there is an interest in work on these topics by the Regional Seas 
Conventions and that HELCOM will be approached by UN Environment regarding the HELCOM work on this 
matter. 

3.33 The Meeting took note of the information on voluntary national reviews to the UN High-level 
Political Forum by the HELCOM Contracting Parties on implementation of UN Agenda 2030 (document 3-3). 
The Meeting also took note of the information on global reporting of implementation of UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) and in particular on recent developments regarding the SDG 14 indicators.  

3.34 The Meeting took note that Estonia will provide corrections regarding their SDG indicators in 
document 3-3.  

3.35 The Meeting took note that Latvia and Poland have prepared their national voluntary reviews 
and will present them at the UN High-level Political Forum. 

3.36 The Meeting pointed out that the Regional Seas Conventions have an important role to 
contribute to the implementation of SDGs as agreed in HELCOM. 

3.37 The Meeting highlighted that HELCOM work on indicators is unique in the global scale and 
invited the Secretariat to draft a document on lessons learnt from HELCOM indicators, for instance for the 
three indicators for which UN Environment is custodian agency, for HOD 55-2018 to be shared on 
international level and for national purposes. As a next phase more coordinated reporting on agreed issues 
could be explored. 

3.38 The Meeting took note that the report “Bumps on the Road to 2030: An overview of the common 
challenges for the Nordic countries in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” commissioned 
by the Council of the Baltic Sea States has been published providing information on the progress in 
implementing the SDGs in the region. 

3.39 The Meeting took note that the second cycle of the Regular Process for Global Reporting and 
Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (2016-2020) to 
produce the Second World Ocean Assessment is ongoing (document 3-2). The Meeting also took note that 
Estonia is co-chairing the Ad hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global Reporting 
and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects and that Estonia 
is co-leading the chapter on non-indigenous species. 

3.40 The Meeting agreed on the importance of coordinating the input to the process from the Baltic 
Sea perspective and decided to set up a contact list for experts of the HELCOM Contracting Parties involved 
in the work. The Meeting welcomed the offer by Estonia to set up the list and facilitate the process as well 
as provide information on the relevant HELCOM assessments to the process.  

Cooperation partners and processes 

3.41 The Meeting recalled the OSPAR contribution to the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. The Meeting 
considered and agreed on the response by HELCOM to be submitted to OSPAR for the annual meeting in June 
2018 (document 3-6). 

3.42 The Meeting took note of a study on the ‘European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region after 
2020’ and some general considerations about the EUSBSR and cooperation with HELCOM presented by 
Ambassador Raul Mälk (Presentation 1). 

3.43 The Meeting expressed appreciation for the cooperation between the EUSBSR and HELCOM and 
the positive approach by the EUSBSR in considering HELCOM in their work. 

3.44 The Meeting took note that the update of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan coincides with the 
update of the EUSBSR Action Plan starting in autumn 2019 and stressed the importance of finding synergies 
with the update of the EUSBSR Action Plan and the BSAP. 
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3.45 The Meeting further stressed the importance of coordination of different organizations that 
work towards the same goals and highlighted the importance of involving the neighbouring countries in the 
work of the EUSBSR. 

3.46 The Meeting took note of the outcomes of the XIX International Environmental Forum «Baltic 
Sea Day» (document 6-1), congratulated Russia for the successful organization of the event and pointed out 
that the Baltic Sea Day Forum can be considered a shared responsibility for the whole HELCOM community. 

3.47 The Meeting considered the concept of the XX Anniversary International Environmental Forum 
«Baltic Sea Day» on 21-22 March 2019 and invited the HELCOM working groups to provide practical 
suggestions for the agenda of the XX Anniversary Baltic Sea Day Forum. The Meeting requested the 
Secretariat to update the HELCOM meeting list accordingly.  

3.48 The Meeting confirmed that the implementation and the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 
would be interesting topics for the XX Baltic Sea Day Forum. 

3.49 The Meeting took note of the information provided by CCB on the workshop organized on the 
Baltic Sea Day and focused on the issue of remediating remaining HELCOM hot spots in the Baltic Sea area, 
which took place on 22-23 March 2018 in Kaliningrad, Russia. 

 

Agenda Item 4  Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10, 4-11, 4-12, 4-12-Rev.1, 4-13, 4-14, 4-15, 4-16, 4-
17, 4-18, 4-19, 4-19-Corr.1, 4-20, 4-21, 4-21-Rev.1, 4-22, 4-23, 4-24, 4-25, 4-26, 4-26-Corr.1, 4-27, 4-28, 4-29 

Outcomes of working group meetings 

4.1 The Meeting took note that the following working group meetings have been held since 
HELCOM 39-2018: 

 the 24th Meeting of the Response Working Group (RESPONSE 24-2018), Klaipeda, Lithuania, 10-12 April 

2018;  

 the 18th Meeting of the Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 18-2018), 

Berlin, Germany, 16-17 April 2018; 

 the Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 

(PRESSURE 8-2018), Berlin, Germany, 18-20 April 2018; 

 the 16th Meeting of the joint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group (HELCOM-

VASAB MSP WG 16-2018), Helsinki, Finland, 8-9 May 2018; 

 the Eighth Meeting of the Working Group on the State of the Environment and Nature Conservation 

(STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018), Klaipeda, Lithuania, 14-18 May 2018; 

 the Sixth Meeting of the Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 6-2018), Riga, Latvia, 15-16 

May 2018; 

 the Eighth Meeting of the group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (FISH 8-2018), Warsaw, 

Poland, 23-24 May 2018. 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of GEAR 18-2018 (document 4-2). 

4.3 The Meeting took note of the confirmation by Denmark that the next meeting of the Gear Group 
will be hosted by Denmark in Copenhagen. 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the outcome of PRESSURE 8-2018 as presented by the Chair Mr. Lars 
Sonesten (document 4-22) and approved the organization of a workshop on RAP ML on 9 October 2018, 
PRESSURE 9-2018 on 10-12 October 2018, in Riga, Latvia, and PRESSURE 10-2019 tentatively during the week 
8-12 April 2019. 
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4.5 The Meeting pointed out the importance of the reporting by the Contracting Parties on the 
status of phosphogypsum stacks initiated under the Pressure Group in order to follow up on their potential 
contribution on the nutrient load on the Baltic Sea.  

4.6 The Meeting emphasized the importance of the work on elaboration of a regional legal 
framework for the management of internal phosphorus reserves at sea and welcomed the report on the 
matter recently published by Finland (Speeding up the ecological recovery of the Baltic Sea). 

4.7 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Germany to speed up elaboration of the regional 
framework for internal load management and suggested to utilize the report published by Finland in this 
work.  

4.8 The Meeting welcomed the idea to organize a workshop with River Basin Commissions on 
nutrient reduction targets in spring 2019 tentatively back-to-back with PRESSURE 10-2019. 

4.9 The Meeting took note of the information by CCB on a joint workshop on the IUCN Project Baltic 
Solutions to Plastic Pollution that will be arranged provisionally on 8 October 2018 in Riga, Latvia in 
connection with HELCOM WS on RAP ML. The workshop will be open to various stakeholders, including 
authorities, experts, industry and NGOs and will address the issue of microplastics pollution and its pathways 
into the Baltic Sea. A save-the-date announcement and provisional agenda will be circulated shortly. 

4.10 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HELCOM VASAB MSP WG 16-2018 (document 4-6) 
and approved organizing the following meetings/workshops: 

 the next meeting of the HELCOM-VASAB MSP Working Group on 14-15 November 2018; 

 a workshop on the implementation of the Baltic Sea MSP Roadmap in 2019 supported by the Pan 
Baltic Scope project, providing an opportunity to contribute to the BSAP update process; and 

 HELCOM joining the organization of the workshop on essential fish habitats initiated by the Pan Baltic 
Scope project, to be held back-to-back with a Pan Baltic Scope workshop on green infrastructure, 
tentatively planned for 12-13 December 2018. 

4.11 The Meeting took note of the outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 in general (document 
4-19) and specifically: 

 approved the new regional monitoring sub-program of continuous noise (Appendix 1 to document 
4-19); 

 took note of the progress in establishing HELCOM guidelines for the determination of PFAS in 
seawater, for monitoring continuous sound, and for monitoring beach litter; 

 approved organizing the workshop to support the implementation of HELCOM Recommendation 
34E/1 on migratory birds, at the HELCOM Secretariat, and in cooperation with JWG BIRD, in autumn 
2018; 

 approved organizing STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 in Copenhagen, Denmark, 22-26 October 2018; 

 took note of the planned workshop for MPA managers, arranged and funded by Sweden, at Husby 
säteri (close to Norrköping) on 10-12/13 September 2018. 

4.12 The Meeting noted the information by the Secretariat on the ECONET project, funding for which 
has been applied from the Swedish Applicable Science Fund (FORMAS) by Sweden and Finland. HELCOM is 
included as a data provider for this work. 

4.13 The Meeting welcomed the information that there is renewed dialogue regarding HELCOM 
Recommendation 21/4 between the lead country Germany and Denmark, and that they strive to present an 
update on the process to STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018.  

4.14 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia on the established marine protected area 
“Eastern part of the Gulf of Finland”, so called Ingermanlandskij, in the eastern part of the Gulf of Finland 
and welcomed that the area is to be nominated as part of the HELCOM MPA network. 

4.15 The Meeting took note of the outcome of RESPONSE 24-2018 (document 4-1) and approved the 
Work Plan 2018-2019 for the SHORE Network (Annex 3 of the Outcome). 

https://vahanen.com/app/uploads/2018/05/Speeding_up_the_ecological_recovery_of_the_Baltic_Sea-1.pdf
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4.16 The Meeting approved the revision of paragraph 7.5.3 of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume 
I Chapter 7 as proposed by the Informal Working Group on Aerial Surveillance (IWGAS 2018) (document 4-3) 
and agreed to forward the amendment to HELCOM 40-2019 for adoption. The Meeting also took note of the 
updates to the contact lists of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I and ongoing work related to coastal 
state response resources in the CECIS MP. 

4.17 The Meeting endorsed the proposed amendment of the HELCOM Response Manual Volume I 
Chapter 7 regarding the frequency of Coordinated Extended Pollution Control Operations (CEPCOs) organized 
in the Baltic Sea and North Sea (document 4-25). The Meeting instructed the Secretariat to present the 
amendment following the final agreement by BONN 2018 (25-27 September 2018) to HELCOM 40-2019 for 
adoption. 

4.18 The Meeting approved the HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients, 1995-2015 (document 
4-11) and thanked the Pressure Group for the progress achieved. 

4.19 The Meeting agreed with the suggestion by Denmark to introduce the following clause clarifying 
the difference in the used methods into the final published version of the indicator report:  

“Changes in inputs of total nitrogen and phosphorus since 1995 are estimated with a slightly different 
methods than the reductions since the reference period 1997-2003 (Figure 2). It is based on the estimated 
normalized inputs in 1995 and 2015 resulting from the trend analysis. In previous versions of this indicator 
changes since 1995 was calculated from the normalized inputs in 1995 and the most recent year in the time 
series. HELCOM RedCore DG and PLC-7 IG will continue evaluating the most appropriated methods to apply”. 

4.20 The Meeting agreed on the updated version of chapter 4.1 as proposed in document 4-17 to be 
included in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

4.21 The Meeting approved the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and agreed on its publication, 
planned for the end of June 2018 (document 4-16), following final editorial and layout work. 

4.22 The Meeting took note of the change of the title of the supplementary reports of HOLAS II to 
thematic assessments and welcomed the finalization of the following reports:  

 Thematic Assessment on Eutrophication 

 Thematic Assessment on Hazardous Substances 

 Thematic Assessment on Biodiversity 

 Thematic Assessment on Cumulative Impacts 

 Thematic Assessment on Economic and Social Analyses 

4.23 The Meeting endorsed the publication of the thematic assessments as Baltic Sea Environment 
Proceedings (BSEP) concomitantly with the publication of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

4.24 The Meeting took note of the words of congratulation by the Chair on the agreement on the 
publication of the HOLAS II products. The Chair thanked the Contracting Parties for the resources they have 
contributed to the preparation of the second HELCOM holistic assessment, and national experts, HELCOM 
Expert Networks and the Secretariat for their efforts (Annex 3). 

4.25 The Meeting endorsed the proposed work plan for indicators (document 4-5), welcomed the 
forward looking planning on indicator work and decided on allocating resources from the HELCOM budget 
for the indicator manager in the Secretariat to continue the work from July 2019 until autumn 2021, and 
tentatively extending into 2022. 

4.26 The Meeting supported the arranging of a workshop under step 4 of the work plan for indicators 
in the second half of March 2019 and requested the Secretariat to elaborate the aim and intended 
deliverables of the workshop to enable the Contracting Parties to plan the work and possible nominations 
for the workshop. The Meeting further supported the finalization of the second work phase in autumn 2021.  

4.27 The Meeting was of the view that the need for, and possible tasks of, policy leads should be 
further explored as the work progresses based on grouping of indicators.  
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4.28 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms. Katarzyna Kaminska, Vice-Chair of the 
HELCOM Fish Group on progress concerning HELCOM data needs, including the development by CG 
FISHDATA of a roadmap for the collection of fisheries data in order to assess incidental by-catches and 
fisheries impact on benthic biotopes in the Baltic Sea (Presentation 2).  

4.29 The Meeting noted the open issue of hosting indicator data for continuous noise (document 4-
27 and Presentation 3), emphasized the importance of storing and making the data available, recognized the 
importance of a potential host to provide continuity and of linking to the similar work done, e.g. under OSPAR 
in the North Sea. The Meeting requested EN Noise to further clarify what is required for hosting 
arrangements, and the Secretariat to further explore the possibility and cost of ICES taking up the hosting of 
the database and soundscape. The outcome of this process is to be presented to HOD 55-2018 for further 
deliberation on funding options from the Contracting Parties. 

4.30 The Meeting reconsidered the document on HELCOM input to the process of establishing 
environmental targets for underwater noise (document 4-12) taking into account the proposals by Russia 
(document 4-29) and agreed on the final version of the document as included in document 4-12-Rev.1. 

4.31 The Meeting considered and approved the proposed project for updating and upgrading the 
HELCOM Checklist (BaltiCheck), 2018-2019 (document 4-18) and mandated the Executive Secretary to 
allocate resources for the project. The Meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that the project does 
not prejudice any subsequent decisions on future Red List work. 

4.32 The Meeting considered document 4-20 on proposed HELCOM work on climate change and 
emphasized the importance of the practical nature of the work and linking the work on climate change to 
that on indicators and measures and especially updating of the BSAP. The Meeting took note that STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018 discussed and supported a number of topics to be explored in the report card, 
including ocean acidification. The Meeting also requested to rename the report cards to fact sheets in line 
with HELCOM nomenclature, supported the proposed direction of the work and agreed that the dedicated 
work on climate change will begin in 2018. 

4.33 The Meeting supported the engagement of the Secretariat with Baltic Earth and other potential 
partners, to further plan and operationalize the proposed approach. The Meeting approved HELCOM joining 
Baltic Earth and BONUS as co-organizer of the "Multiple Drivers for Earth system changes in the Baltic Sea 
region" workshop, to be held in late November-early December 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. 

4.34 The Meeting considered the Thematic Assessment on coastal fish and noted the small 
amendment to the report by Poland (document 4-26-Corr.1). The Meeting approved the third draft thematic 
assessment on coastal fish (document 4-26) for publication in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings. The 
Meeting noted the suggestion by Denmark that in the future data for additional species and additional 
seasons are included in future assessments.  

4.35 The Meeting approved organizing a workshop on land-based nutrient loads on the Baltic Sea 
(document 4-13). 

4.36 The Meeting supported the request by Russia to reflect requirement of national legislation, e.g. 
Federal Water Code, with regard to river basin management (SKIOVO) in the agenda of the workshop.  

4.37 The Meeting pointed out that the workshop serves for the needs of various target groups (e.g. 
scientific society, decision makers, civil society) and recommended to arrange the agenda of the workshop 
in a way to enable maximum involvement of these target groups into the work of the workshop.  

4.38 The Meeting approved the following reports and agreed on their publication in Baltic Sea 
Environment Proceedings series : 

 PLC-6 Report on nutrients input by seven biggest rivers (taking into account the request by Germany 
to include five-year average concentrations into Table 2) (document 4-14);  

 PLC-6 Report on input of selected hazardous substances into the Baltic Sea (document 4-15). 
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4.39 The Meeting approved the draft ENRIRED Report on Reduction of Atmospheric Nitrogen 
Deposition (document 4-21-Rev.1) to be published on the HELCOM webpage taking into account some minor 
clarification comments by Finland.  

4.40 The Meeting pointed out that EMEP provides HELCOM with highly scientific products which in 
some cases might be not fully consistent with the experts’ expectations and urged HELCOM working and 
expert groups as well as the Secretariat to be very specific considering terms of references and deliverables 
of the projects. 

4.41 The Meeting agreed that information on potential reduction of nitrogen deposition specified by 
countries is of high demand for the update of the BSAP and PLC-7 work. The Meeting decided to postpone 
the decision on the new EMEP project by the next meeting (HOD 55-2018). Meanwhile the Meeting 
requested the Secretariat to investigate an opportunity to reduce the cost of the project and discuss it with 
EMEP bearing in mind that EMEP is a prominent contractor for HELCOM offering multiple services to the 
HELCOM countries. 

4.42 The Meeting decided to delete the hot spot no 6. Dalälven River from the HELCOM hot spot list 
(document 4-4) and thanked Sweden for the work done acknowledging that the measures based on the best 
practices had been implemented to minimize negative environmental impact of the hot spot. The Meeting 
requested the Pressure Group to follow up the status of the Dalälven River and invited Sweden to inform the 
group on the results of environmental monitoring on the river. 

4.43 The Meeting expressed the concern that the principles to delete hot spots reflecting areal 
sources of environmental pressure are not clearly formulated in the HELCOM documentation, which hampers 
making justified decision regarding deletion of hot spots of this type. The Meeting requested the Pressure 
Group to evaluate and clarify criteria for deletion of these hot spots from the HELCOM list. 

4.44 The Meeting took note of the outcome of AGRI 6-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Tarja 
Haaranen, in general (document 4-9) as well as: 

 took note of the self-evaluation of the implementation of the Work Plan for HELCOM Group on 
Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2017-2018 and the Terms of Reference for the Agri group; 

 approved organizing a workshop on manure standards and nutrient recycling back-to-back with the 
Agri Group dedicated meeting on revision of the Annex III part II on 6-8 November 2018 and 
welcomed the offer by Poland to host the workshop in Warsaw; 

 approved organizing AGRI 7-2019 during the week from 18 to 22 March 2019 and advised to organize 
the meeting in other dates than 21-22 March 2019 to avoid overlapping with the Baltic Sea Day forum 
in St Petersburg. 

4.45 The Meeting considered a proposal for the time frame and working method for the revision of 
part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (document 4-8). The Meeting was of the view that the suggested 
timeline could be too tight and thus approved the time frame and working method for the revision with the 
following amendment to the time frame: HODs to discuss a first draft in summer 2019. 

4.46 The Meeting took note that Russia will nominate a representative to the drafting group on the 
revision of Annex III part II and on the regional nutrient recycling strategy. 

4.47 The Meeting approved the proposal for the time frame and working method to elaborate the 
Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy (document 4-7). The Meeting emphasized the need for close 
cooperation between Agri and Pressure Working Groups on the strategy development. 

4.48 The Meeting took note of the position by Germany that the connection to Water Framework 
Directive should be taken into account when elaborating the strategy and that nutrient compensation and 
recycling of sludge as fertilizer need to be observed. 

4.49 The Meeting approved the updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural 
Practices 2018-2019 (document 4-10). 
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4.50 The Meeting took note of the support by BFFE to the continuation of the mandate of the Agri 
Group and the appreciation for the group’s work on the important topics such as manure standards, the 
revision of Annex III part II and nutrient recycling. 

4.51 The Meeting took note that WWF is organizing the Baltic Farmer of the Year 2018 competition 
and that the announcement of the winner will be made in October 2018 in Jönköping in Sweden. 

4.52 The Meeting took note that CCB is planning to organize A Greener Agriculture for a Sustainable 
Sea conference in Minsk, Belarus, on 13-14 December 2018. 

4.53 The Meeting took note of the outcome of FISH 8-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Marianne 
Goffeng-Raakil, in general (document 4-23) and in particular: 

 invited Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to nominate experts to the CG FISHDATA group; 

 noted the initiative for a possible joint HELCOM/OSPAR workshop on by-catch indicators;  

 approved the organization of a regional workshop on seal-fisheries interactions;  

 invited the Contracting Parties, in particular those that have not yet done so, to consider hosting the 
next meeting of the Fish Group in January 2019. 

4.54 With regard to the development of BAT/BEP for sustainable aquaculture, the Meeting noted the 
lack of progress and lead country. The Meeting agreed that, despite progress being slow, the matter is 
important, in particular in view of HELCOM Recommendation 37/3 on sustainable aquaculture in the Baltic 
Sea Region. 

4.55  The Meeting noted a comment by FEAP that a publication by the Nordic Council of Ministers 
may be useful in this regard, but that it has not been translated into English due to lack of funds.  

4.56  The Meeting also noted a comment by CCB that the Helsinki Convention itself already contains 
a definition for BAT and BEP, and that HELCOM Recommendation 25/4 on Measures aimed at the reduction 
of discharges from water and marine fish farming is still valid. The Meeting welcomed the offer by CCB to 
contribute to the work regarding BAT/BEP. 

4.57  Following the discussion, the Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to contribute to the 
work and agreed that organizing a meeting of the CG Aquaculture would be a good way  for experts to come 
together to exchange views and share information regarding what is considered BAT/BEP in the different 
Contracting Parties. Based on the outcome of this meeting, HOD 55-2018 in December 2018 could make a 
final decision on the continuation of the work. 

4.58 The Meeting approved the updated Work Plan for the HELCOM Group on Ecosystem-based 
Sustainable Fisheries 2018-2019 (document 4-24) and thanked the Chair of the Fish Group for her efforts in 
this regard. 

4.59 The Meeting thanked the HELCOM groups for their dedicated work.  

4.60 The Meeting took note of the information on the latest development of HELCOM data related 
activities (document 4-28 and Presentation 4) and appreciated the achievements and development work 
done related to HELCOM Metadata catalogue and HELCOM Map and Data service and the support for the 
‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report.   

4.61 The Meeting took note of the comment from Finland on the need for agreeing on a HELCOM 
process within the Gear Group on how INSPIRE related responsibilities should be notified to the EC in such a 
case when a Contracting Party is referring to HELCOM assessment data products in MSFD reporting. The 
Meeting encouraged the Gear Group to seek a common solution in this regard in time of the reporting 
deadline. 

4.62 The Meeting discussed on the potential need for applying HELCOM assessment data outputs 
according to INSPIRE data specifications, which was not required for the 2018 MSFD reporting but is required 
by 2020 and noted that transformation of HELCOM assessment data outputs to INSPIRE data specifications 
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would be a considerable task requiring resources. The Meeting agreed that it should be planned further and 
next steps should be discussed in the HOD 55-2018 meeting.  

4.63 The Meeting supported the plan by the Secretariat to prepare a draft of the updated HELCOM 
Data and Information Strategy for consideration in STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 meeting. 

 

Agenda Item 5  HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

Documents: 5-1, 5-1-Rev.1, 5-2 

5.1 The Meeting recalled that one of the results of the streamlining of HELCOM, concluded in 2014, 
is a new structure for the work on land-based pollution, monitoring and assessment, as well as biodiversity 
and nature conservation. 

5.2 The Meeting considered the feedback from the Pressure and State & Conservation Working 
Groups on the work of the groups under the revised HELCOM structure (document 5-2) as presented Mr. Lars 
Sonesten, Chair of HELCOM Pressure Working Group and Ms. Penina Blankett, Co-Chair of State & 
Conservation Working Group, and appreciated the valuable input 

5.3 The Meeting found it especially relevant to establish closer communication and cooperation 
between the groups, e.g. in the form of shared meetings of the representatives of the working groups or 
relevant Expert Networks under the both groups, joint thematic workshops (e.g. eutrophication, hazardous 
substances, climate change), coordinated planning of future activities including on indicators (work plans 
that could cover the years until 2021).  

5.4 The Meeting agreed that the update of the BSAP should be given a priority by the working groups 
in the round-up to the Ministerial Meeting 2021 and that this process will require such enhanced cooperation 
and coordination of the groups.  

5.5 The Meeting recognized that the roadmap of ecosystem-approach provides a good common 
basis for joint planning and requested the Secretariat to add indications of which working bodies are 
responsible for individual activities to the roadmap. 

5.6 The Meeting agreed that the work of the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups 
should continue to be result-oriented and have an overarching character, while more in-depth discussions 
could be organized at the level of expert groups or networks reporting to these groups. The Meeting invited 
the working groups to reflect on this overarching role. 

5.7 The Meeting recognized that the high work load of the groups related to the wide spectrum of 
issues the groups are tasked to deal with and pointed out that increased intersessional activities could partly 
provide a solution to this.  

5.8 The Meeting concluded that the planning of the work is important to avoid overlapping 
processes, for example, the indicator work is separated in time from integrated assessments. 

5.9 The Meeting further agreed that the current working structure should be in place until the 
completion of the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and may be revisited in 2021 in light of the results of 
the update process of the BSAP. 

5.10 The Meeting noted the feedback from the State & Conservation Group that nature conservation 
related issues under the current structure receive too little time and focus and recognized that this issue 
requires more attention in the future. 

5.11 The Meeting recalled that the current mandates of two time-limited groups, the Group on 
Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (Fish) and the Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri) are 
for a five-year period (2014-2019). 
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5.12 The Meeting also recalled that the Brussels 2018 Ministerial Meeting highlighted that the 
fulfillment of the Baltic Sea Action Plan is a priority and noted that all of the actions related to the time-
limited Fish and Agri Groups have not been completed yet. 

5.13 The Meeting took note that, taking into account the current work load of the Agri Working 
Group, which is reflected in its work plan, the group requires more than 3 meetings in 2 years. 

5.14 The Meeting took note of a statement by CCB on the importance of the work carried out by the 
Fish and Agri Groups and that both groups deserve to be established as permanent groups also taking into 
account the relevance of cross-sectoral work for the BSAP update. Specifically for the Fish Group, CCB 
reiterated the important role of HELCOM in addressing fisheries-related measures that fall in between the 
scope of work of other relevant fora, e.g. Baltic AC, BALTFISH and ICES, e.g. fisheries/biodiversity interactions 
such as bycatch of seals, marine mammals and seabirds, BAT/BEP for sustainable aquaculture and ecosystem-
based approach in fisheries. CCB stated that the latter is particularly important in the current seriously critical 
situation with the state of main commercial fish stocks in the Baltic Sea as indicated in the latest ICES Advice. 

5.15 The Meeting decided to prolong the mandates of the Fish and Agri Groups until 2022, to cover 
the period of updating the BSAP. 

5.16 The Meeting expressed appreciation for the valuable work done by the Agri and Fish Groups and 
agreed to explore the possibility of even longer mandates for the groups, beyond 2022.  

5.17 CCB made a comment regarding the existence of numerous gaps in the work of the Fish Group, 
such as depletion of fish stocks and populations. 

5.18 The Meeting considered and approved the vacancy announcement for the post of the Executive 
Secretary (document 5-1) and approved the revised document on the timetable and procedure for the 
recruitment process, specifying the date for the interviews and adding a note of administrative support from 
the Secretariat available for the Recruitment Panel (document 5-1-Rev.1). 

5.19 The Meeting nominated EU as the Chair of the Recruitment Panel and Germany, Russia and 
Sweden as the three members (in addition to the Chair of the Commission who will participate ex officio) to 
the Recruitment Panel to conduct the selection procedure. The nominated Contracting Parties for the 
Recruitment Panel were asked to inform the Secretariat their representatives for the panel members. 

 

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6-2, 6-3 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Dennis Hamro-Drotz from NEFCO on the 
projects financed from the BSAP Fund (document 6-3 and Presentation 5), and welcomed the announcement 
on the upcoming call on co-financing BSAP work. 

6.2 The Meeting invited NEFCO to cooperate and be involved in the update process of the BSAP with 
a view to be able to support the implementation of the updated BSAP. 

6.3 The Meeting noted that the preparation of a HELCOM-BONUS conference is ongoing and the 
more detailed draft programme will be shared shortly. 

6.4 The Meeting took note of the information on progress on HELCOM communication activities and 
an outlook for future activities given by Mr. Dominik Littfass, Communication Secretary (Presentation 6). The 
Meeting welcomed the streamlined communication activities and emphasized the role of social media to 
reach a wider audience in the national as well as global level. The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties 
to help to support HELCOM outreach in social media. 

6.5 The Meeting took note of the list of forthcoming meetings within HELCOM and other forums 
(document 6-2), and requested the Contracting Parties to consider hosting or confirm the venue and/or 
propose the dates for the meetings indicated in the document. 
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6.6 The Meeting took note of the statement by the European Union on financing and legislation as 
included in Annex 4. 

6.7 The Meeting thanked the European Union for a successful HELCOM chairmanship and Ms. 
Marianne Wenning personally for her excellent chairing of this meeting as well as all HOD and HELCOM 
meetings during the European Union chairmanship. 

 

Agenda Item 7  Next meeting(s) 

Documents: 

7.1 The Meeting decided that the next meeting (HOD 55-2018) will be held on 4-5 December 2018 
in Helsinki. The Meeting decided that HOD 56-2019 will be held tentatively on 18-19 June 2019. 

 

Agenda Item 8  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 8-1. The final 
Outcome, incorporating the comments by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation 
with the Chair and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 
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Annex 2 Strategic plan for the BSAP update 
 

I STRENGTHENING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BSAP BY 2021 

The Baltic Sea Action Plan is an ambitious and comprehensive regional programme of action to achieve a 

healthy marine environment. There are some basic factors that can be seen as underlying the success of 

the BSAP: 

- all major environmental problems are addressed in a single plan, based on the best available 

knowledge,  

- in general, actions included are concrete and have deadlines, 

- the structure of the BSAP is relatively straight forward and its objectives are formulated in a clear 

and understandable manner, 

- stakeholders are invited to, and do contribute to, the implementation of the plan, 

- there is a follow-up system to track progress. 

The BSAP timespan, 2007-2021, has provided a suitable (long enough) time frame for the work and it has 

been possible to add commitments through the follow-up Ministerial meetings (2010 - Moscow, 2013 - 

Copenhagen and 2018 - Brussels).  

HELCOM’s overall endeavour to streamline the BSAP and integrate it with other (global, European and 

national) commitments and obligations of the Contracting Parties further supports the BSAP 

implementation. While maintaining the strong regional perspectives and focusing on where the 

organization adds value, it has been of paramount importance that HELCOM agreements are closely linked 

with and integrated into national processes.  

Despite extensive efforts, good environmental status and favourable conservation status of biodiversity for 

the Baltic Sea area are unlikely to be reached by 2021 for all aspects. The HELCOM Brussels Ministerial 

Meeting re-affirmed the strong commitment of the Contracting Parties to strengthen the implementation 

of the BSAP and the follow-up declarations, by 2021. 

Activity 1. Discussion on reasons for not yet accomplishing BSAP actions 

Main responsible/resource indication: working groups and Contracting Parties 

The working groups will be requested to continue discussion and identify the reasons for lagging behind 

with the implementation of BSAP, for both regional and national actions. For regional actions forward 

planning or stock taking could be carried out with the aim of accomplishing of the actions by 2021. For 

national actions a discussion could be related to timelines, or how HELCOM could support further efforts of 

the countries to achieve a more uniform implementation. The discussion aims at supporting the 

strengthening of efforts to implement BSAP by 2021 and beyond. 

The Secretariat will prepare background documentation/overall guidance on how the discussion could be 

structured.  

The task will be introduced to the working groups in their meetings in autumn 2018 and will be followed up 

in the next meetings. Based on the WGs considerations, GEAR and HODs could also be involved to discuss 

the issue (for instance, GEAR could prepare for such a discussion to be organized in one of the HODs 

meetings).  

Activity 2: Preparing information for the Ministerial Meeting 2021  

Main responsible: a) & b) Secretariat (resources not secured yet) 
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This activity will include: a) making a proposal for an overall update of the information in the BSAP follow-

up system and organizing the reporting by CPs [2020], b) further development of the HELCOM Explorer to 

support the update of the BSAP (end of 2019- early 2020).  

For task b) the resource will amount to 3 man months of a GIS Developer, with implication for HELCOM 

budget 2019-2020 of ca. 12.000 EUR. 

The updated results on the BSAP implementation are to be ready by the time of the 2021 Ministerial 

Meeting. 

 

II MANDATE TO UPDATE THE BSAP 

The update of the BSAP is a task for Contracting Parties, based on the mandate given by the Brussels 

Ministerial Declaration. 

Contracting Parties decided to update the BSAP by 2021 at the latest, with the aim being to set out a robust 

action plan for the achievement of the comprehensive HELCOM vision – a healthy Baltic Sea environment.  

Furthermore, the Contracting Parties have also decided that the updated BSAP will, in addition to existing 

commitments, address new issues based on the commitments made in the 2018 Ministerial Declaration 

and further deliberations during the BSAP update process (cf. paragraph 16 of the Brussels Ministerial 

Declaration). 

Moreover, the HELCOM Ministers have committed to using the water and ocean related goals, and targets 

of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as a framework for updating the BSAP (cf. paragraph 17 

of the Brussels Ministerial Declaration). 

Specifically, paragraphs 18-20 of the Ministerial Declaration provide further overall guidance on the BSAP 

update, in particular noting that Contracting Parties will maintain the ambition level of agreed actions and 

objectives: 

 “WE DECIDE that the updated BSAP should include actions necessary for managing human activities in such 
a way that the current HELCOM strategic goals “Baltic Sea unaffected by eutrophication”, “Baltic Sea with 
life undisturbed by hazardous substances”, “Maritime activities carried out in an environmentally friendly 
way” and “Favourable conservation status of the Baltic Sea biodiversity” can be achieved, and that its 
overall objectives support relevant political processes and strengthen science based decision-making. WE 
RECOGNIZE the economic and social benefits of achieving these objectives; 
 
WE AGREE that the updated BSAP should be based on an ecosystem approach, fully use the precautionary 
principle, be supported by fit-for-purpose scientific research, be strongly communicated with stakeholders, 
enable knowledge sharing between science and policy across all levels, be developed in a participatory and 
transparent way at regional and local levels, including all appropriate stakeholders, and give due 
consideration to economic and social impacts of the measures to be taken to meet its objectives; 
 
WE ACKNOWLEDGE that while we work on updating the BSAP we will at least maintain the ambition level 
of agreed actions and objectives.” 
 
A key to achieving this goal will be to utilize the most recent scientific findings, including from BONUS 

projects, consolidate the available knowledge and to synthetize information in such a way that Contracting 

Parties will be in a position to utilise it when developing and agreeing on the updated BSAP. In this respect, 

an analysis of sufficiency of measures to reach HELCOM goals and objectives will be a major task. 

Furthermore, a business as usual scenario (BAU), developed in an inclusive and interdisciplinary manner, as 

well as economic analysis, could support the update of the BSAP. 
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It is also considered important to create a process in which Contracting Parties have the possibility to be 

continuously engaged at a policy level, are able to prioritize the BSAP update nationally, and through which 

a clear common vision can be produced. Therefore, the HELCOM Heads of Delegation should maintain the 

role to oversee and guide the update process. Thus the HODs engagement should be meaningfully 

organized, and tasks shared between individual Contracting Parties, the Secretariat, working groups and 

projects; with sufficient resource allocation to ensure the process is efficiently and properly executed. 

In addition, HELCOM should involve contribution from stakeholders throughout the process, e.g. via 

participation of HELCOM Observers in HELCOM meetings and stakeholder conference(s). 

HELCOM 39-2018 agreed on the guidance for the BSAP update which is an inherent part of this Strategic Plan 
for the BSAP update (cf. document 3-4-Add.1).   

Overall organization and division of responsibility for the BSAP update  

HELCOM Heads of Delegation  

HELCOM Heads of Delegation will provide the overall guidance for the BSAP update process including over 

any additional HELCOM working arrangement for the tasks within the BSAP update that may be decided at 

a later stage. The Heads of Delegation will consider matters of the BSAP update at their regular meetings. 

Additional meetings of HODs may be necessary, especially in the latter part of the process (years 2020 and 

2021). 

HELCOM groups 

It will not be necessary for HODs to deal with all the details or aspects of the BSAP update. The existing 

working structure will be utilized and the existing HELCOM groups, in particular working groups, will be 

involved and responsible for advancing the work in accordance with their mandates. For instance, it can be 

foreseen that GEAR will be responsible for strategic policy review elements, such as a proposed adjustment 

to the overall structure of BSAP, and that working groups will have a task to review of BSAP actions, 

including those not yet implemented. More detailed planning how the contribution of working groups is to 

be organized within the individual phases will be developed at a later stage (cf. BSAP update Work Plan). 

Work plans of the groups will need to be adjusted accordingly.  

HELCOM project (BSAP 2030 project) 

A HELCOM project for the BSAP update is established (BSAP 2030 project). The project represents an 

operational level and its overall goal is to support and facilitate the work of the Contracting Parties to 

update the BSAP in line with the Ministerial mandate and the guidance agreed by HELCOM 39-2018, as in 

the Annex. The work within the project will be carried out by: 1) the Secretariat and a dedicated project 

manager, 2) Contracting Parties taking lead roles for specific topics or themes, and 3) any additional 

resources that may be mobilized to carry out the work. Furthermore, an additional working arrangement 

may be decided by HODs to carry out analysis of sufficiency of measures.  

1) The Project Manager will mainly support the work of the HELCOM groups with regard to the BSAP 

update as well as the work in HELCOM to analyse sufficiency of measures (make substantive proposals 

for consideration, prepare background and guidance documents and compilations, etc.). 

The Project Manager will work from July 2018 to December 2020, tentatively to continue from January 

2021 until the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting later in the year. In the latter period, half-time employment 

might be foreseen.  

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-4-Add1%20Guidance%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
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Budget year Cost of project manager 
incl. travels 

Source of funding 

2018/2019 
 

70.000 EUR 58.000 EUR HELCOM and CPs are invited to 
provide 12.000 EUR  (otherwise to be covered by 
HELCOM) 

2019/2020 
 

70.000 EUR 50.000 EUR HELCOM and and CPs are invited to 
provide 20.000 EUR 

2020/2021 (tentatively 
extending to 2021/2022) 
 

35.000 EUR (+ tentatively 
ca. 20.000 EUR) 

35.000 EUR HELCOM  

 

2) Contracting Parties will be invited to support the work by offering a leadership and direct contributions 

(e.g. resources and/or expertise) for individual tasks, which could, for instance, include: directing 

foreseen results from ongoing national projects into the task force discussions, financial support for 

analysis and information gathering, and/or hosting the task force meetings. 

 

Three phase BSAP update  

FORMULATION PHASE: mid 2018 – mid 2019 

 

Activity 1. BSAP update Work Plan Overview 

Main responsible/resource indication: the Secretariat 

This activity will result in a detailed work plan for the BSAP update, including individual steps for the 

activities presented below, specifying HELCOM groups involvement and requested contribution, setting 

associated timelines, further indicating resource needs, etc.  

The Secretariat (Project Manager together with other Secretariat Staff) will be responsible for preparing a 

proposal for the Work Plan, to be approved by HODs. A draft work plan will be consulted with the working 

groups in autumn 2018, finalized by the Secretariat and submitted to HOD 55-2018 for endorsement in 

principle.  
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The BSAP update Work Plan - version 2018, as endorsed in principle by HODs, will be adjusted and 

expanded in the course of work, so it can serve as a reference document for all involved in the process. 

Iterative versions of the Work Plan will be endorsed by HODs. The Project Manager will be responsible for 

keeping the document up to date.  

Activity 2. Adjustment to the overall structure of BSAP proposal 

Main responsible/resource indication: the Secretariat and specific input by working/expert groups, 

including GEAR. 

This activity will involve: a) creating a nested system of the BSAP strategic goals and objectives mapped 

against the SDGs and other policy goals and objectives, b) reviewing the existing HELCOM ecological 

objectives and proposing possible amendments, to be carried out via working/expert groups, c) proposing 

new ecological objectives for marine litter, underwater noise and seabed damage and disturbance, to be 

carried out via working/expert groups, and d) identifying other possible additional issues of relevance to 

the overall BSAP structure. 

This work will result in a proposal for an overarching structure and main components of the updated BSAP.  

This is to be taken up based on the input from working/expert groups and an initial proposal for the 

updated overarching BSAP structure will be submitted to HOD 55-2018.  

Activity 3. Status of implementation of the current measures and agreements 

Main responsible/resource indication: a) working groups and Secretariat, b) Contracting Parties (+ resource 

need to facilitate reporting from the Secretariat), and c) additional resources needed 

This activity will involve: 

a) identifying HELCOM agreements, not covered by the current BSAP follow-up system, for which 

additional reporting by CPs will be needed, e.g. recommendations; working groups in their 

meetings in autumn 2018 will be requested to provide contribution in this regard, supported by the 

Secretariat;  

 

b) organizing additional reporting by CPs on main agreements - focusing on measures - not covered by 

the current BSAP follow up; [tentatively early 2019]; 

 

c) proposing a collection of information on other (than HELCOM) existing measures in the countries 

and their level of implementation, e.g. utilizing interim reporting on progress of measures under 

MSFD by the end of 2018 for those CPs being EU member states; organizing and reporting by CPs 

(in 2019). 

The activity will feed into an analysis of sufficiency of measures to reach HELCOM objectives and 

targets. 
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CREATING THE CONTENT PHASE mid-2019 – end of 2020 

 

Activity 4. Review of the current BSAP  

Main responsible/resource indication: Working Groups 

The remaining BSAP actions (not yet implemented, MM 2010 and 2013 inclusive) will be analysed and 

grouped (following the overarching BSAP structure), taking into account possible overlaps and utilizing the 

common interpretation of actions done for the HELCOM Explorer. The work will progress topic by topic.  

As agreed in the BSAP update guidance, the actions that do not have measurable and clear targets will be 

identified, with the aim to develop them into a more specific actions or set of actions for the updated BSAP. 

Obsolete actions will be identified and proposed for a decision to either delete them or supersede by 

another action.  

As a result, there will be an update of regional and national actions per BSAP component not yet 

implemented that will be taken as the basis in the draft updated BSAP. This step is to be finalized by end of 

2019. 

The most recent 2018 Ministerial commitments will be integrated into the work.  

Activity 5. Analysing sufficiency of measures to reach HELCOM objectives and targets 

Main responsible: GEAR 19-2018 for planning the work, and an additional working arrangement might be 

necessary to carry out the task e.g. via the thematic workshops and jointly with the working groups; CPs; 

resources for implementation not secured yet. 

The HELCOM Explorer provides information on which actions have been implemented but it does not 

provide information on the impact of those actions. In order to estimate whether current actions (HELCOM 

actions and measures implemented under other policies) are sufficient to reach good status this 

information is required. This is particularly relevant for those actions aimed at reducing pressures to a level 

that is consistent with good environmental status. The activity will involve substantial work and will be 

organized topic by topic. In addition to identifying tentative gaps in measures the activity will also identify 

knowledge and data needs for effective implementation of measures. This work is to be based on newest 

scientific findings and knowledge, including from BONUS projects and related to climate change. Steps and 
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working arrangements needed to carry out this work and associated timeline will be identified. The 

planning of work on sufficiency of measures will be carried out as part of the preparation of the BSAP 

update Work Plan, to be taken up at GEAR 19-2018. 

 

RENAISSANCE PHASE: end 2019 - 2021 

 

 

Activity 6. Proposing new actions and improvement of the existing actions 

HELCOM 39-2018 provided basic guidance in this regard: the updated BSAP will include new joint (regional) 

and national actions, to be decided on the basis of the 2018 Ministerial Declaration and the scientific 

results of the “State of the Baltic Sea” report. To this end, the analysis of sufficiency of measures will be 

utilized for identifying gaps between the current measures and the measures needed to reach GES.  New 

findings, as may become available within HELCOM and elsewhere, will be utilized as well.  

Proposals for new measures and actions will emerge via the regular work of HELCOM and as an outcome of 

some of the other activities within this strategic plan, in particular the assessment of the sufficiency of 

measures. Proposals will be put forward to HODs, to be finally decided as part of the process to reach an 

agreement on the updated BSAP.  

A high-level segment of HELCOM in March 2020 could consider milestones towards reaching an agreement 

on the updated BSAP in 2021.  

A full draft of the updated BSAP to be available last quarter 2020. 
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Annex 3 Statement by HELCOM Chair, Ms. Marianne Wenning 
 

Heads of Delegation approves State of the Baltic Sea 

Statement by HELCOM Chair, Ms. Marianne Wenning 

14 June 2018 

 

In the Heads of Delegation meeting today we, the Baltic coastal countries and the EU, have achieved a 

milestone in the work towards a healthy Baltic Sea environment, as we approve the result of the second 

holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea prepared in the HELCOM HOLAS II project. Timely preparation and 

approval of the assessment has been one of the priorities of the EU Chairmanship in HELCOM (July 2016 - 

June 2018). 

 

The State of the Baltic Sea report gives a comprehensive data-based assessment at Baltic Sea scale, covering 

or approaching the main themes to be considered in an ecosystem approach. The report summarizes a 

significant improvement to regional monitoring and assessment since the implementation of the Baltic Sea 

Action Plan, and covers more aspects than ever seen before in the region. The key aim for the future is to 

incorporate this new knowledge in the ecosystem-based management of the Baltic Sea, as well as in 

measures nationally, regionally and globally, towards a sustainable future. This will also be in line with the 

Brussels Ministerial Declaration adopted by the Minsters of the Baltic Sea countries and the EU Commissioner 

on 6 March 2018.  

 

Without the constant support and efforts of you, the Contracting Parties, both Heads of Delegation and 

national experts, this could not have been achieved. I would also like to thank Sweden, Finland, Germany and 

Denmark for their financial support and note a great contribution of the three EU co-financed projects 

BalticBoost (2015-2016), Tapas (2016-2017) and Spice (2017), which enabled the production of a high quality 

assessment. I would also like to extend heartfelt thanks to the Chair of the HOLAS II Core Team, Maria 

Laamanen, the Project Coordinator, Lena Bergström, and other colleagues in the Secretariat, especially Ulla-

Li Zweifel, for their hard work and dedication during the last four years. 

 

Thank you once again for your persistent work and continued commitment towards a healthy Baltic Sea. 
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Annex 4 Statements by the European Commission Regarding Financing 

and the Implementation of EU Legislation  
 

The EU is an important financing body for potential projects being considered within the context of HELCOM. 

In order to avoid any interference with the independent decision-making procedures established under the 

various financing instruments, the EU does, as a matter of principle, not take any position as regards any 

project proposal intended for submission to EU financing bodies. This should not be interpreted in any way 

as prejudging the position of the EU when taking financing decision. 

The responsibility for implementing EU legislation is solely with the EU Member States. The role of the 

European Commission is, inter alia, to assess compliance with EU legislation once a Member State has 

submitted its report. Hence, any statement or position taken by the EU within the context of HELCOM should 

not be construed to give any assessment of whether the work done by HELCOM is compliant with EU 

legislation.  

 

Statement regarding MSFD Implementation 

The EU pointed out that any agreement that the EU delegation will give within the context of HELCOM in this 

respect is without prejudice to the European Commission's role under the EU Treaty to assess the 

implementation and compliance of EU Member States with EU law and the assessments that the European 

Commission is required to carry out in accordance with Articles 12 and 16 MSFD after EU Member States 

have officially reported to the European Commission. 
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List of documents 
Title Category Submitted by Date 

1-1 Provisional Agenda.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 02.05.2018 

1-2 Annotations to Provisional Agenda.pdf  CMNT Executive Secretary 02.05.2018 

2-1 Finnish HELCOM Chairmanship 2018–2020.pdf INF Finland 05.06.2018 

3-1 Recent HELCOM activities improving regional ocean 
governance.pdf  

INF Executive Secretary 18.05.2018 

3-2 Second World Ocean Assessment.pdf INF Executive Secretary 29.05.2018 

3-3 Reporting on progress in SDGs implementation.pdf INF Executive Secretary 01.06.2018 

3-4 Draft strategic plan for the BSAP update.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 01.06.2018 

3-4-Add1 Guidance for the BSAP update.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 07.06.2018 

3-4-Rev1 Draft strategic plan for the BSAP update.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

3-4-Rev2 Draft strategic plan for the BSAP update.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

3-5 Draft updated Roadmap on HELCOM activities on ecosystem 
approach.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 07.06.2018 

3-5-Rev1 Draft updated Roadmap on HELCOM activities on 
ecosystem approach.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

3-6 Draft response by HELCOM on the OSPAR contribution to the 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 14.06.2018 

4-1 Outcome of RESPONSE 24-2018.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 18.05.2018 

4-2 Outcome of GEAR 18-2018.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 18.05.2018 

4-3 Updated HELCOM Response Manual Volume I.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 21.05.2018 

4-4 Deletion of the HELCOM Hot Spot No. 6 – Dalälven River.pdf  DEC Sweden 21.05.2018 

4-5 Draft HELCOM work plan for indicators.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-6 Outcome of HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 16-2018.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-7 Proposal on time frame and working method to elaborate 
the Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-8 Time frame and working method for the revision of part 2 of 
Annex III of the Helsinki Convention.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-9 Outcome of AGRI 6-2018.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-10 Draft updated Work Plan for the HELCOM Agri group 2018-
2019.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 23.05.2018 

4-11 A draft updated report on core indicator on input of 
nutrients 1995-2015.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-12 HELCOM Input to the process of establishing environmental 
targets for underwater noise.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-12-Rev1 HELCOM Input to the process of establishing 
environmental targets for underwater noise.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

4-13 Workshop on land based nutrient loads on the Baltic 
Sea.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-14 Draft PLC-6 Report on nutrients input by seven biggest 
rivers.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-15 Draft PLC-6 report on input of selected hazardous 
substances into Baltic Sea.pdf  

23;#DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-16 State of the Baltic Sea report_draft.pdf  23;#DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-17 State of the Baltic Sea report_alternative version of chapter 
4.1.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-18 Proposal for updating and upgrading the HELCOM Checklist 
the BaltiCheck project 2018-2019.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-19 Outcome of STATE-CONSERVATION 8-2018.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

4-19-Corr1 Updated Appendix 1.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 14.06.2018 

4-20 Proposed HELCOM work on climate change.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 24.05.2019 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/1-1%20Provisional%20Agenda.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/1-2%20Annotations%20to%20Provisional%20Agenda.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/2-1%20Finnish%20HELCOM%20Chairmanship%202018%E2%80%932020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Recent%20HELCOM%20activities%20improving%20regional%20ocean%20governance.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Recent%20HELCOM%20activities%20improving%20regional%20ocean%20governance.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-2%20Second%20World%20Ocean%20Assessment.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Reporting%20on%20progress%20in%20SDGs%20implementation.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Draft%20strategic%20plan%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-4-Add1%20Guidance%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-4-Rev1%20Draft%20strategic%20plan%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-4-Rev2%20Draft%20strategic%20plan%20for%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-5%20Draft%20updated%20Roadmap%20on%20HELCOM%20activities%20on%20ecosystem%20approach.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-5%20Draft%20updated%20Roadmap%20on%20HELCOM%20activities%20on%20ecosystem%20approach.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-5-Rev1%20Draft%20updated%20Roadmap%20on%20HELCOM%20activities%20on%20ecosystem%20approach.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-5-Rev1%20Draft%20updated%20Roadmap%20on%20HELCOM%20activities%20on%20ecosystem%20approach.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-6%20Draft%20response%20by%20HELCOM%20on%20the%20OSPAR%20contribution%20to%20the%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/3-6%20Draft%20response%20by%20HELCOM%20on%20the%20OSPAR%20contribution%20to%20the%20HELCOM%20Ministerial%20Meeting.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-1%20Outcome%20of%20RESPONSE%2024-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-2%20Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2018-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-3%20Updated%20HELCOM%20Response%20Manual%20Volume%20I.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-4%20Deletion%20of%20the%20HELCOM%20Hot%20Spot%20No.%206%20%E2%80%93%20Dal%C3%A4lven%20River.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-5%20Draft%20HELCOM%20work%20plan%20for%20indicators.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-6%20Outcome%20of%20HELCOM-VASAB%20MSP%20WG%2016-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-7%20Proposal%20on%20time%20frame%20and%20working%20method%20to%20elaborate%20the%20Regional%20Nutrient%20Recycling%20Strategy.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-7%20Proposal%20on%20time%20frame%20and%20working%20method%20to%20elaborate%20the%20Regional%20Nutrient%20Recycling%20Strategy.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-8%20Time%20frame%20and%20working%20method%20for%20the%20revision%20of%20part%202%20of%20Annex%20III%20of%20the%20Helsinki%20Convention.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-8%20Time%20frame%20and%20working%20method%20for%20the%20revision%20of%20part%202%20of%20Annex%20III%20of%20the%20Helsinki%20Convention.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-9%20Outcome%20of%20AGRI%206-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-10%20Draft%20updated%20Work%20Plan%20for%20the%20HELCOM%20Agri%20group%202018-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-10%20Draft%20updated%20Work%20Plan%20for%20the%20HELCOM%20Agri%20group%202018-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-11%20A%20draft%20updated%20report%20on%20core%20indicator%20on%20input%20of%20nutrients%201995-2015.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-11%20A%20draft%20updated%20report%20on%20core%20indicator%20on%20input%20of%20nutrients%201995-2015.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-12%20HELCOM%20Input%20to%20the%20process%20of%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-12%20HELCOM%20Input%20to%20the%20process%20of%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-12-Rev1%20HELCOM%20Input%20to%20the%20process%20of%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-12-Rev1%20HELCOM%20Input%20to%20the%20process%20of%20establishing%20environmental%20targets%20for%20underwater%20noise.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-13%20Workshop%20on%20land%20based%20nutrient%20loads%20on%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-13%20Workshop%20on%20land%20based%20nutrient%20loads%20on%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-14%20Draft%20PLC-6%20Report%20on%20nutrients%20input%20by%20seven%20biggest%20rivers.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-14%20Draft%20PLC-6%20Report%20on%20nutrients%20input%20by%20seven%20biggest%20rivers.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-15%20Draft%20PLC-6%20report%20on%20input%20of%20selected%20hazardous%20substances%20into%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-15%20Draft%20PLC-6%20report%20on%20input%20of%20selected%20hazardous%20substances%20into%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-16%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report_draft.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-17%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report_alternative%20version%20of%20chapter%204.1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-17%20State%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20report_alternative%20version%20of%20chapter%204.1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-18%20Proposal%20for%20updating%20and%20upgrading%20the%20HELCOM%20Checklist%20the%20BaltiCheck%20project%202018-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-18%20Proposal%20for%20updating%20and%20upgrading%20the%20HELCOM%20Checklist%20the%20BaltiCheck%20project%202018-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-19%20Outcome%20of%20STATE-CONSERVATION%208-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-19-Corr1%20Updated%20Appendix%201.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/4-20%20Proposed%20HELCOM%20work%20on%20climate%20change.pdf
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4-21-Rev1 Draft ENRIRED Report on Reduction of Atmospheric 
Nitrogen Deposition.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 06.06.2018 

4-22 Outcome of PRESSURE 8-2018.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 29.05.2018 

4-23 Outcome of FISH 8-2018.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 29.05.2018 

4-24 Updated Work Plan for the HELCOM Fish group 2018-
2019.pdf 

DEC Executive Secretary 29.05.2018 

4-25 Follow up on the Outcome of RESPONSE 24-2018.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 01.06.2018 

4-26 Third draft thematic assessment on coastal fish.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 04.06.2018 

4-26-Corr1 Third draft thematic assessment on coastal fish.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

4-27 Arrangements for hosting indicator data, specifically of 
continuous noise.pdf 

CMNT Executive Secretary 04.06.2018 

4-28 Information on latest developments of HELCOM data 
related activities.pdf 

CMNT Executive Secretary 07.06.2018 

4-29 Russian comments on document 4-12.pdf CMNT Russia 07.06.2018 

5-1 Recruitment of a new Executive Secretary.pdf  DEC Executive Secretary 18.05.2018 

5-1-Rev1 Recruitment of a new Executive Secretary.pdf DEC Executive Secretary 15.06.2018 

5-2 Feedback on the work of the groups under the revised 
HELCOM structure.pdf  

DEC Executive Secretary 18.05.2018 

6-1 Report on BSD2018 and concept note of XXBSD in 2019.pdf INF Russia 04.06.2018 

6-2 Upcoming meetings within HELCOM and other forums in 
2018-2019.pdf 

INF Executive Secretary 06.06.2018 

6-3 The Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) Fund - Financing for a 
cleaner Baltic Sea.pdf 

INF NEFCO 07.06.2018 
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