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Your Excellencies, Ministers, High-level representatives, HELCOM observers and invited 
guests, 

On behalf of the environmental NGOs Coalition Clean Baltic and WWF, long-time HELCOM 
observers, we appreciate the opportunity to share our views and concerns on the updated 
Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP), its ambition and the timetable for its implementation. 

For the past two years, the struggle to update the Baltic Sea Action Plan has dominated the 
work of HELCOM. The drafting process has been lengthy and at times difficult and political 
compromises have not made it possible to follow scientific advice in all cases. WWF and CCB 
maintain that the original intention of the BSAP remains valid, and that the full and swift 
implementation of the plan will now be of utmost importance. Therefore, we urge Heads of 
States and Heads of Governments around the region to deliver what was originally promised – 
concrete and considerable action to save the Baltic.  

The UN Human Rights Council has recently declared that access to a clean and healthy 
environment is a human right. The state of the Baltic Sea, the effects of climate change that are 
already apparent today, and the calls for action from young people around the world reflect the 
need for a systemic change in the way Baltic Sea protection and restoration should be 
addressed, and how environment and finance agendas should be joined.  

The implementation of the original Baltic Sea Action Plan from 2007 has not yet been 
successful, with only 25 % of national actions implemented by all the Contracting Parties. To 
avoid a similar situation with the updated BSAP, we urge You, Ministers, to adopt a ministerial 
declaration which offers concrete measures: 

- to define the Baltic as a pilot marine region to be fully ecosystem-based managed, 
including all sea-based human activities. 

- to commit your countries to cut the nutrient run-off to levels well below nutrient input 
ceilings. 

- to ensure adaptation to and mitigation of the effects of climate change and ensure that 
all other pressures on the environment are kept to a minimum. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/home.aspx


- to reiterate Your commitments to reaching global environmental goals like the Agenda 
2030, CBD, SDGs and the UNFCCC Paris Agreement 

- to ensure full funding for and implementation of the updated BSAP, and to commit to 
this within government programs and national budgets, aligning with green recovery 
post-Covid. Unless this is done, there is no guarantee that these non-binding and 
recommendatory actions will be implemented, and thus the BSAP would remain hollow 
words on paper.  

- to agree to a stronger implementation plan with uniform reporting requirements and 
benchmarks to reach net zero by 2050 or sooner. 

We ask you to set ambitious, cross-sectoral political targets, to constantly strengthen measures 
and their implementation timetables, to support innovation and clean technologies, to create 
incentives and taxation policies that support sustainable development, and to examine new 
ways to raise the bar to reach Good Environmental Status. Your action in the coming decade 
will be crucial for the Baltic Sea. 

Thank you for your attention.  
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