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Water management in Poland

9 river basins
24 water regions
11 water management authorities
50 management authorities of the sub-basins
2 research centres (The Institute of Meteorology and
Water Management & The Polish Geological Institute)
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Basic planning documents required by the Water Framework
Directive:
• Programme of Measures (so called National Water and
Environmental Programme - NWEP)
• River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs).
Both documents are reviewed every 6 years.

Programme of Measures - defines measures aiming at
improving or maintaining good status of waters.
RBMPs include:
• objectives for each water body;
• reasons for not achieving objectives where relevant;
• a summary of PoM required to meet the objectives.
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The total cost of action programs included in the Programme of
Measures is about 6,2 bilion EUR, of which 97% of this value are
the costs of basic measures, ie actions resulting from existing
plans or programs (including National Municipal Wastewater
Treatment Programme), which even without the need for PoM
should be implemented at the whole area of Poland.

Protection of water against nutrients

Eutrophication
Excessive growth of algae

The impact of
nutrients on
water quality

Blooms of toxic algae
Oxygen deficit
Limited water transparency
Depletion of the water environment
Loss of biodiversity
Water unfit for consumption and recreation
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Examples of actions for the reduction of nutrients
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Examples of actions for the reduction of nutrients

Systematic reduction of functioning of biological wastewater treatment technology without
removing impurities from waste water treatment

Actions up to
2021

Construction of modern facilities or modernization of existing ones

At the end of 2016, 1658 biological sewage treatment plants were operating in Polish
agglomerations, including 601 plants with increased nutrient removal
Between 2017 and 2021, it is planned to build 116 new sewage treatment plants and carry out
other investments on 1010 treatment plants
It is also planned to build 14,661 km of a new sewage network and modernize 3,506 km of the
existing network.
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New actions for the reduction of nutrients

Total 15

Protection of
the Baltic Sea

National Marine Waters Protection Programme (programme
of measures under MFSD)

Not started - 2
Started - 8
Acomplished - 3

Progress in implementation MSFD I cycle

a.
Protection of
the Baltic Sea

b.
c.
a.

b.

Fully acomplished :
Education and information campaign for the
rational management of rainwater.
Increasing the amount of land covered by
fertilization plans.
Ensuring the conditions for the safe storage of
natural fertilizers.
Withdrawal:
Diagnosis of technical and economic feasibility of
limiting the nutrient load discharged from the great
agglomerations by drainage system.
Evaluation of technical and economic feasibility of
increasing the nitrogen reduction at selected
wastewater treatment plants of the chemical
industry.

Examples of actions for the reduction of nutrients

National Marine Waters Protection Programme
Protection of
the Baltic Sea

• measure: Increasing the level of phosphorus removal in
wastewater discharged from treatment plants
• aim: ensuring proper implementation of EU legislation in the field
of water protection, including marine in connection with the
MFSD as well as in connection with the sewage directive and the
nitrates directive as well as the recommendations of the HELCOM
Commission
• state of play: intensive dialogue with representatives of the
scientific community and sewage treatment plant operators in
the scope of promotion of the importance of phosphorus
reduction for water protection and promoting HELCOM
recommendations in this area

Examples of actions for the reduction of nutrients

Active participation in HELCOM (Helsinki
Commission)
Protection of
the Baltic Sea

• Ministerial Declaration to adopt reduction targets for nutrients
• HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) and its recommendations
in an eutrophication segment:
1) 28 E/6 and 28 E/5 as regards the waste water treatment
2) amendment Annex III part II Prevention of pollution from
Agriculture of the Convention by adopting HELCOM
RECOMMENDATION 28E/4 – Poland is leading work on regulation
2 item 3 and regulation 2 item 7. In 2018, November, Poland
organized the meeting of the Working Group in Warsaw.

Examples of actions for the reduction of nutrients

Participation in EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Protection of
the Baltic Sea

• Poland is a coordinator of Policy Area (PA) ‘Nutri’ which aims at reducing
nutrient inputs to the sea to acceptable levels
• The aim of the PA Nutri is to reduce nutrient inputs to the Baltic Sea to
acceptable levels.
• Two ongoing flagships:
Better efficiency for industrial sewage treatment (BEST) aims to improve
industrial sewage treatment in the Baltic Sea Region. The project supports
municipal waste water treatment plants to handle industrial waste waters
by enhancing collaboration and best practices between municipalities,
industries and water works; https://bestbalticproject.eu
Development of sustainable peatland management (DESIRE)
The DESIRE project improves the management of drained peatlands
around the Neman river to reduce their nutrient and greenhouse gas
emissions. http://www.succow-stiftung.de/desire.html
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European Union Strategy for Baltic Sea Region - PA Nutri
supports implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action
Plan (BSAP)
Ongoing platforms
Platform on integrated water cooperation
(BSR WATER)

Sustainable manure and nutrient
management for reduction of nutrient loss
in the BSR (SUMANU)

New approach to the implementation of the
Nitrates Directive from 2017
Years 2004 to 2016 – local approach (Nitrates Vaulnerable Zones)
Program
Nitrates
Action
azotanowy
Programme

Cycle

Years

Number of
NVZs

Area
[km2]

Area
[%]

I

2004-2008

21

6 263,25

2

II

2008-2012

19

4 623,14

1,49

III

2012-2016

94

21 308,07

6,81

From 2016 – whole country approach
Number of farms

Cost of measures
[EUR]

Area
[%]

1,4 mln

280 mln

100

Examples of actions in Nitrates Action Programme

1. Determining the conditions for the agricultural use of nitrogen fertilizers in the vicinity of
waters, on steep slopes and on soils which are frozen, flooded with water or covered with snow
2. Introduction of dates in which the use of fertilizers is allowed
3. Determining the storage conditions of natural fertilizers and the treatment of leachate
4. Determining the method of calculating the annual dose of natural fertilizers containing not
more than 170 kgN/ha
5. Introduction of the obligation to develop a nitrogen fertilization plan
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Financing measures to protect water resources

State Budget

National Fund for
Environmental
Protection and
Water
Management

EU Founds
Operational
Programme
Infrastructure
and Environment
2014-2020

269 mln EUR in 2019
75% increase in relations to 2018

5,3 mln EUR
in 2019

1 889 mln EUR
for water and sewage management
700 mln EUR
for adaptation to climate change
(incl. projects to achieve good status of water
bodies, strategic planning documents and
suport for systems of small retention)
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