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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document has been prepared to provide general information on planned offshore pipeline 

from Denmark to Poland, one of the key components of the Baltic Pipe project. 

 

The Baltic Pipe project is planned as a collaboration between GAZ-SYSTEM S.A., the Polish gas 

transmission company and Energinet.dk, a Danish operator of transmission systems for natural 

gas and electricity. 

 

1.1 General information on the Baltic Pipe project 

The Baltic Pipe is a strategic gas infrastructure project, with the goal of creating a new gas supply 

corridor on the European market. The project ultimately will make it possible to transport gas 

from fields in Norway to the Danish and Polish markets, as well as to customers in neighbouring 

countries. If required, the Baltic Pipe will enable the supply of gas reversely from Poland to the 

Danish and Swedish markets. The offshore pipeline between Denmark and Poland is an important 

part of the overall project Baltic Pipe. 

 

The Baltic Pipe project consists of five key components (see Figure 1): 

• A new gas pipeline in the North Sea (length 120 km) from the Norwegian offshore gas fields 

to the Danish coast. In the North Sea the pipeline ties in the existing pipeline Europipe II 

connecting Norway and Germany; 

• In Denmark, a new gas pipeline is planned, which extends over approx. 220 km across 

Jutland, Funen and Southeast Zealand; 

• A new compressor station (CS Zealand) at the Danish shore in Zealand;  

• An offshore pipeline linking Denmark and Poland for bi-directional gas transmission 

(interchangeably: “the Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline” or “offshore pipeline”), which is 

the subject of this document; 

• The necessary expansion of the Polish gas system to receive gas from Denmark. 

 

 

Figure 1 Schematic of the five major components of the Baltic Pipe project. 

The main objectives of the Baltic Pipe project are to further strengthen supply diversification, 

market integration, price convergence and security of supply in primarily Poland and Denmark 

and secondarily in Sweden, Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Baltic region. 

 

https://pl.bab.la/slownik/angielski-polski/interchangeably
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For these reasons the Baltic Pipe project was included in the first list of Projects of Common 

Interest (PCI), drawn up by the European Commission in 2013, and in the second list adopted by 

the European Commission on 18 November 2015, as well as in the third list published by the 

European Commission in November 2017 (expected date of publishing in Official Journal of the 

European Union – first quarter of 2018) underlining its regional importance. Baltic Pipe is project 

No. 8.3 in the Union list of projects of common interest (Annex VII, (8), 8.3). 

 

The project further strengthens the European internal energy market by reaching the EU’s energy 

policy objectives of affordable, secure and sustainable energy. 

 

The gas pipeline is planned to be ready for operation in 2022 with construction start in March 

2020. The operational design lifetime of the pipeline is 50 years. 

 

2. INFORMATION ON THE BALTIC PIPE OFFSHORE 

PIPELINE  

2.1 Pipeline route and landfall options 

The offshore pipeline from Denmark to Poland has a total length of 250-280 km with two options 

for landfall in Denmark in the Bay of Faxe (Faxe North, Faxe South) and three options for landfall 

in Poland (Niechorze, Rogowo, Gaski). The routes across the Baltic Sea between Denmark and 

Poland including the possible crossings of the German or Swedish exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 

are shown in Figure 2. 

 

Two options are being investigated for crossing the Baltic Sea, one running through the Swedish 

and the other through the German EEZ. For each of these two options, both a route and an 

alternative route are being considered. The pipeline will not cross territorial (coastal) waters in 

Sweden and Germany.  

 

On this stage all pipeline route options are treated equally. 

 

 

Figure 2 General route options of the Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline. 
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The map above shows 1 km wide corridors, in which, the detailed route of the gas pipeline will be 

determined based on results of surveys (see: chapter 2.3) and analysis.  

 

Decision on the final route of the offshore pipeline will be preceded by conducting an 

environmental impact assessment (EIA). During assessment process all available information on 

the state of the Baltic Sea environment, including results of the HOLAS II project (HELCOM 

Second Holistic Assessment of the Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea), as well as requirements 

arising from applicable regulations concerning protection of the marine environment (including 

Marine Strategy Framework Directive1, Framework Water Directive2, Habitat Directive3 and Bird 

Directive4), will be taken into consideration. Consistency with strategic documents on national 

level, like e.g. Polish National Programme on Protection of Marine Waters, will be analysed as 

well. 

 

2.2 Basic technical parameters 

The basic technical parameters of the planned offshore pipeline are as follows: 

• the outside diameter of the pipeline (without concrete coating) is 36 inches i.e. approx. 914 

mm (DN 900),  

• the pipeline will consist of 12,2 m long sections, 

• the maximum annual amount of the gas transfer from Denmark to Poland - 10 billion 

m3/year, 

• assumed maximum working pressure (MOP) - 150 barg, 

• the required pressure at the inlet to the land network - 84 barg. 

 

2.3 Field surveys for establishing data for final route decision 

Geophysical, geotechnical and environmental surveys of all the route corridors shown in Figure 2 

are being carried out (with start October 2017), to establish a basis for deciding the optimal 

route. Also, the survey’s results will make the basis for the detailed engineering design of the 

pipeline system. 

 

The geophysical investigations include multibeam bathymetry, side scan sonar, magnetometer 

measurements and high frequency seismic investigation of the uppermost 10 m of the seabed. 

The surveys are being carried out in a 500-1000 m wide corridor around the centreline for each 

route alternative; the results will be used for optimizing the final route design. 

 

The geotechnical investigations include CPT (Cone Penetration Test) measurements and vibrocore 

sediment sampling along the route alternatives. 

 

The environmental surveys including monitoring of the following environmental parameters will 

be used to supplement existing documentation when required: 

• Water chemistry and sediment chemistry; 

• Phytobenthos and habitats; 

• Macrozoobenthos; 

• Fish; 

• Birds; 

• Marine mammals. 

 

The environmental surveys will be done from the ship and cover among others: 

• Water sampling 

• Video recording 

                                                
1 Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 establishing a framework for community action 

in the field of marine environmental policy 

2 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a framework for Community 

action in the field of water policy 

3 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora 

4 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds 

(codified version) 
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• Haps or Van Veen sampling 

• Trawl sampling  

• C-POD. 

 

The results of these surveys will, together with the results of the geophysical and geotechnical 

surveys, be used as part of the basis for the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the 

offshore Baltic Pipe project. Survey programme will comply with the legal requirements and 

standards for the involved parties and can therefore vary between countries. 

 

Where applicable, surveys and data analysis are conducted in consistency with the HELCOM 

methodological guidelines. 

 

 

3. STATUS AND SCHEDULE 

The Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline is still on its early stage and decision on final pipeline route have 

not been made. Decision mentioned above will be based, inter alia, on results of field surveys, 

environmental analysis and public consultations. 

 

Planned Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline is classified as one of the activities which are likely to cause 

a significant adverse transboundary impact, listed in Annex I to the to the Espoo Convention5 

(point 8 – large diameter oil and gas pipeline). That is why the Party of origin6, in this case 

Denmark, Sweden, Germany and Poland, shall, consistent with the provisions of the Espoo 

Convention, ensure that the affected Parties7 are notified of the proposed activity.  

 

Espoo contacts in the four countries have been contacted and an informal pre-consultation has 

been carried out in November 2017. All Espoo contacts in four countries have been provided with 

relevant project information in compliance with article 3 in the Espoo Convention. 

 

The environmental impact assessment procedure has been notified to the competent authorities 

in Denmark and Germany in November 2017. In December 2017 GAZ-SYSTEM S.A. applied for 

the environmental decision for the Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline in its part under the Polish 

jurisdiction. In the same month relevant Polish authority – the Regional Director of Environmental 

Protection in Szczecin issued decision on conducting environmental impact assessment in 

transboundary context. In Sweden a scoping document was submitted in January 2018 initiating 

the permitting procedure.  

 

The General schedule of the Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline is shown in Table 1. 

Table 1 General schedule of the Baltic Pipe offshore pipeline. 

 

 

                                                
5 Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a transboundary context of 25 February 1991 

6 “Party of origin” means the Contracting Party or Parties to the Espoo Convention under whose jurisdiction a proposed activity is 

envisaged to take place 

7 „Affected Party” means the Contracting Party or Parties to the Espoo Convention likely to be affected by transboundary impact of a 

proposed activity 

Application and scoping procedure

EIA preparatory w orks and baseline studies

Process of issuing permits

Environmental/construction decisions

Construction w orks

Readiness for operation - f irst gas

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022


