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Executive Secretary

The 39th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission will be opened at 10:00 on Monday, 5 March 2018. The Meeting
is expected to terminate by 17:00 on the same day.
The Meeting will be chaired by the Chair of the Helsinki Commission, Ms. Marianne Wenning.

Agenda Item 1

Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting is invited to adopt the Provisional Agenda (document 1-1).

Agenda Item 2

2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting

The HELCOM Ministerial Meeting will be held on 6 March 2018 in Brussels, Belgium (back-to-back with
HELCOM 39-2018).
HOD 53-2017 agreed on the draft Declaration of the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (cf. Annex 2 of the
Outcome), with the understanding that the document would still be subjected to further national
consultation by all Contracting Parties due to a general study reservation on the draft. The Meeting agreed
that further comments on the draft should be submitted at the latest by 15 January 2018, and to be restricted
to central substantial issues (including justification). Based on the comments the Chairmanship and the
Secretariat will develop the final draft for the Ministerial Meeting.
The final draft of the Ministerial Declaration will be submitted to the Meeting. The Meeting is invited to
discuss and decide on open issues if there are any.
HOD 53-2017 endorsed the proposal for the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and agreed to submit it to
HELCOM 39-2018 for adoption, taking into account that the sections referring to the Brussels Declaration
2018 will be cross-checked and aligned by the Secretariat.
The Meeting is invited to adopt the proposal for the BSAP update.
The updated Roadmap for HELCOM activities to implement the ecosystem approach will be provided to the
Meeting.
The Meeting might wish to discuss any other matters related to the Ministerial Meeting as needed.

Agenda Item 3

Matters arising from the subsidiary bodies

HELCOM Recommendations
The Meeting is invited to adopt the following draft revised HELCOM Recommendations (endorsed by HOD
53-2017):
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-

34E/2 “Further testing and developing the concept of pro-active route planning as well as other enavigation solutions to enhance safety of navigation and protection of the marine environment in the
Baltic Sea Region”;

-

10/11 “International co-operation on liability for damage resulting from vessel-based pollution”;

-

15/1 “Protection of the coastal strip”;

-

24/10 “Implementation of Integrated Marine and Coastal Management of Human Activities in the Baltic
Sea Area”;

-

19/3 “The Manual for the Marine Monitoring in the Combine Programme”.

Additionally, HELCOM Recommendation 19/10 “Application by the Baltic Sea States of guidelines for holding
tanks/oily water separating or filtering equipment for ships of less than 400 tons gross tonnage” will be
submitted for adoption by the Meeting, pending the ongoing clarifications related to the study reservation
by Denmark.
The Meeting is invited to decide to withdraw the HELCOM Recommendations on completed Helsinki
Convention amendments from the list of valid Recommendations (document to be submitted later).
HOD 53-2017 discussed the principles of reallocation of extra reduction to assess the progress towards
national reduction targets for nutrients and pointed out that the methodology of reallocation of extra
reduction has been already agreed by HOD 49-2016 and that the only disagreement on the principle 8 is still
preventing its application for the assessment results.
HOD 53-2017 took note of the suggestion by Germany regarding a compromise version for the text of the
principle 8 and invited Germany and Denmark to consider and agree on the principle 8 in the format of
intersessional consultations and continue discussion at HELCOM 39-2018 with an intention to come to an
agreement on the use of the extra reduction for the assessment.
The Meeting is invited to consider and agree on the principles based on the outcome of intersessional
consultations.
The Meeting is invited to agree on the draft policy messages on assessment of progress towards national
nutrient input targets taking into account a decision on the principles as described above.
HOD 53-2017 regretted that no progress has been achieved on the draft HELCOM Recommendation on
biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes and noted that all Contracting Parties with the exception of
Denmark can endorse the Recommendation as it stands. Denmark informed the meeting that their position
remains the same and noted that the matter is tabled at STATE&CONSERVATION 8-2018.
The parties involved are invited to continue their efforts to conclude on the draft HELCOM Recommendation
by HELCOM 39-2018. The Meeting is invited to consider the issue and decide as appropriate.
Based on the decision of the Heads of Delegation and the HELCOM commitment pledged at the UN Ocean
Conference, the CBD Regional Workshop to Facilitate the Description of Ecologically or Biologically Significant
Marine Areas (EBSAs) in the Baltic Sea will be held on 20-24 February 2018, preceded by a training session
on EBSAs on 19 February 2018, in Helsinki, Finland. The Meeting will be informed of the outcomes of the
Workshop.
Information on the progress of work of the HELCOM Groups and the status of HELCOM projects will be
submitted to the Meeting.

Agenda Item 4

Activities of the Commission during 2017 and contributions to the work of
the Helsinki Commission

The Executive Secretary will give a statement in accordance with the decision by the Commission (HELCOM
4/17, Paragraph 2.4) on the work of the Secretariat including her comments and evaluation of the work of
the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. The Meeting will be invited to take note of the statement.
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HOD 53-2017 approved the report on implementation of HELCOM agreements and agreed that it would be
included as a background report to the 2018 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting as well as utilized in further
HELCOM work. Having regard to Rule 11.4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Helsinki Commission, the Meeting
is invited to agree that the report will also be regarded as the annual report on the activities of the Helsinki
Commission.
The Contracting Parties, Observer Governments and Observer Organizations are invited to give their
statements, if so wished, under this Agenda Item. If possible, the statements should be received by the
Secretariat in written form in advance of the Meeting. The oral statements should not last longer than five
minutes and should concentrate on concrete contributions to the work of the Commission.

Agenda Item 5

Accounts 2016–2017, budget 2018–2019 and other institutional and
organisational matters of the Commission

The Meeting is invited to take note of the explanatory memorandum on the accounts of the Helsinki
Commission for the financial period 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017, to adopt the Audit Report by the State Audit
Office of Finland together with the Financial Statement, and to discharge the accountables from responsibility
in respect of the implementation of the budget 2016-2017.
The Meeting is invited to consider and adopt the budget for the financial period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019
and the draft budget estimate for 2019–2020, both to be submitted at a later stage.
The Meeting will be invited to take note of the outcome of the recruitment procedure of the Communication
Secretary.
The Meeting will be invited to consider the applications for observer status to HELCOM of Waste Free Oceans
(WFO), Race For The Baltic and Baltic Sea Action Group (BSAG) and to decide as appropriate.

Agenda Item 6

Any other business

The Meeting might wish to discuss any other matters under this Agenda Item.

Agenda Item 7

Next meeting(s) of the Commission

The Meeting will be invited to decide on the dates of the next meetings of the Commission.

Agenda Item 8

Outcome of the Meeting

A draft outcome of the Meeting, reflecting decisions made, will be prepared and presented for consideration
and adoption before the closing of the Meeting.
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