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Outcome of FISH-PRO II 5-2018

Outcome of the fifth meeting of the continuation of the Project on Balticwide assessment of coastal fish communities in support of an ecosystembased management (FISH-PRO II 5-2018)
Introduction
0.1
In accordance with the Outcome of FISH-PRO II -2017 (paragraph 7.1), the fifth Meeting of the
Continuation of the Project for Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support of an
ecosystem-based management (FISH-PRO II 5-2018), was held at the premises of the Swedish Agency for
Marine and Water Management (SwAM, Gullbergs Strandgata 15), Gothenburg, Sweden, on 14-16 February
2018.
0.2
The Meeting was attended by delegations from all Contracting Parties except EU, Germany and
Russia as well as by Observers from CCB and Low Impact Fishers Europe. The List of Participants is attached
as Annex 1.
0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Jens Olsson, Project Manager of FISH-PRO II, and Petra Kääriä, HELCOM
Assisting Professional Secretary, acted as secretary of the Meeting.
0.4
The Meeting was welcomed to the Agency and to Gothenburg by Bertil Håkansson, Head of
Marine Management Unit, as well as Ulrika Gunnartz, Senior Analyst, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water
Management.

Agenda Item 1
1.1

Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting adopted the Agenda of the Meeting as contained in document 1-1.

Agenda Item 2

Information of relevance to FISH-PRO II

2.1
The Meeting took note of the extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for FISH-PRO
II (document 2-1), as presented by the Secretariat. The Meeting welcomed that HOD 53-2017 approved the
proposal for continuation of the FISH-PRO II project (FISH-PRO III) for years 2018-2023. The Meeting further
noted that FISH-PRO II, among other HELCOM expert groups, will be requested for input to the process of
updating the BSAP, starting in 2018 and that the Pan-Baltic Scope project (2018-2019), under the lead of
SwAM, will include work on developing fish distribution maps.
2.2
The Meeting noted that the next HELCOM Ministerial meeting will be organized on 6 March
2018, in Brussels, Belgium, hosted by the EU Commissioner Karmenu Vella on behalf of the HELCOM EU
presidency and that material for the meeting will be available via the meeting site on HELCOM Meeting
Portal. The Meeting took note of the preparations for the Ministerial Meeting, as follows:


drafting has been carried out under four main themes with dedicated leads: Theme 1 – Reflecting
the current state, pressures and impacts on the Baltic Sea, led by Finland; Theme 2 – Renewing the
Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021 and towards 2030, led by the EU; Theme 3 – Enhancing economic
and social analysis and innovation to implement ecosystem approach, led by the Secretariat; Theme
4 – Implementing SDGs and regional ocean governance, led by Sweden



discussions on the contents have been carried out during HOD 51-2016 (December 2016, Helsinki),
HELCOM 38-2017 (March 2017, Helsinki), HOD 52-2017 (June 2017, Brussels), HOD 52A-2017 (26
September 2017, Online), HOD 53B-2017 (13 November 2017, Online) and HOD 53-2017.

2.3
The Meeting took note of the first version of the 2nd HELCOM Holistic Assessment of the
Ecosystem Health of the Baltic Sea ‘State of the Baltic Sea’, published in mid-2017 (document 2-2), presented
by the Project Coordinator. The first version of the report will be updated in June 2018, covering data from
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2011-2016. The chapter on fish will be revised by updated core indicator information and information on
commercial fish species will be updated according to the most recent ICES fisheries overview.
2.4
The Meeting noted that the RETROUT project (Development, promotion and sustainable
management of the Baltic Sea Region as a coastal fishing tourism destination) (2017-2020), with HELCOM
involvement as a project partner, received funding from Interreg Baltic Sea Region and will focus on trout
rivers, sustainable trout fishing tourism and trout river restoration. The Meeting noted that Mr. Mika
Rahikainen has been elected as a project manager and will start work at the Secretariat in March.
2.5
The Meeting noted that a workshop under HELCOM Fish on the availability of fisheries data for
MSFD relevant HELCOM indicators on incidental bycatch and benthic disturbance will be organized on 27-28
February 2018 in Copenhagen, Denmark.
2.6
The Meeting further noted that a joint BALTFISH and BSAC Workshop on recreational fishery for
cod in the Baltic Sea, was organized in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 29 January 2018 and noted information by
Low impact fisheries of Europe (LIFE) that the workshop mainly discussed the possibility of merging
management of commercial cod fisheries, regulated under the exclusive competence of the EU CFP, and
recreational fisheries. Conclusions of the workshop are available on the BSAC website.
2.7
The Meeting welcomed the chapter on fishing data of the HELCOM Maritime Assessment 2018
approved by HOD 53-2017 (document 2-4) and took note of the following comments noting that the
substance of the report has already been agreed on by the HELCOM Heads of Delegation:


Finland: in the fishing effort map for bottom trawling (figure 13.4), bottom trawling is presented to
take place in the Archipelago Sea, although it is not being conducted in Finnish waters.



Chair: it would be relevant to amend the paragraph on impacts of fisheries with focus on the effects
of fishing on trophic cascades and changes in the ecosystem as in light of the ecosystem approach.



Poland: general information from Poland regarding recreational fisheries would need to be checked.



The Meeting: it would be relevant to highlight the need for more data from recreational fisheries in
the paragraph on future perspectives.



LIFE: welcoming the assessment as valuable information and pointing out small factual errors on the
text (e.g. regarding discard ban).

2.8
The Meeting took note of the publication of the new and modernized HELCOM Map and Data
Service and a HELCOM metadata catalogue.
2.9
The Meeting took note of the following activities regarding coastal fish and new findings on
round goby, as presented by the Contracting Parties:


Denmark: Fish habitat mapping project in Denmark, FISH-HAB-II, attempting to map the potential,
realized and effective habitats for 9 fish species (most common commercial fish species) and
Norwegian lobster. This project ends this year (2018). This mapping will attempt to differentiate
across different life-history stages and a subset of species will have a focus on early life-history
stages/nursery habitats.
Two ongoing projects concerned with the severe decline in coastal commercial fisheries; Kystfisk III
and BaltCoast. A previous project (Kystfisk I) explored the extent and magnitude of the problem, as
well as which fish species were concerned. The present projects aim at exploring reasons for the
declines. One project focuses on genetic work aimed at exploring connectivity between nursery and
spawning habitats and the development of local stocks. The other project focuses on the available
habitat for cod and changes that may have taken place due to climate change and eutrophication.
Key-fisher project continues for the next 3 years 2017-2019, funded by the licenses coming from
the recreational fisheries. The same project supports the participation in HELCOM FISH-PRO-II.
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This data provides information on the spatial distribution of the round goby, which is still invading
new areas in Denmark, spreading west- and northwards.
A project RECREA aims towards developing methods to estimate the recreational catches of eel, cod
and seatrout.


Estonia: Coastal fish monitoring in 2017 in Estonia was carried out as every year. Round goby is well
established all along Estonian coastline. No new alien fish species was recorded in the Estonian
coastal sea. A project, concerning three-spined sticklebacks ecology and potential commercial value,
was concluded in autumn 2017. Anadromous whitefish and Atlantic salmon was stocked, after some
hiatus, again into the River Pärnu and this stocking is planned to continue in the future.



Finland: Gillnet monitoring was carried out as usual in Brunskär (Korppoo) and Tvärminne (Hanko).
In Helsinki we had no possibility to fish because of renovation works in the area which was used in
earlier years, and stormy weathers. There was no significant change in the gillnet catches. In
Tvärminne, the number of round goby increased compared to 2016 when it occurred for the first
time in thegillnet monitoring catches. The reliability of the commercial CPUE results is under
evaluation and new approaches are likely to be suggested.



Åland: most likely no future monitoring beyond 2018 in the Kumlinge area due to requests of
financial compensation for loss in catches from the local water owners



Latvia: Monitoring in Latvian coastal areas in 2017 was carried out as usual
New guidelines for coastal fish monitoring performed by contracting fishermen have been
developed in line with HELCOM guidelines for coastal fish monitoring and will be implemented in
2018. Contracting fishermen also will have to report information on drowned mammals and birds
in fishing gears.
One more coastal area in the Gulf of Riga will be monitored using Nordic multimesh nets in 2018
New fishing gear has been defined and implemented to more effectively utilize round goby in the
coastal areas. Fishing gear has been tested in 2017 and will be used only in season when round
goby is the most abundant to minimize the by-catch of non-target species.
National research programme project EVIDENT which studies impact and distribution of round goby
in the coastal zone will be finished in 2018 and results will be summarized and submitted for
publishing this year.



In Lithuania fish indicators were assessed for the Curonian Lagoon at the end of 2017 by State
Institute Nature Research Centre under contract with Ministry of Environment. Following indicators
are assessed: Abundance of cyprinids, Abundance of Piscivorous Fish, Abundance of Large Fish
(>30cm), Trophic Index, Diversity Index (Shannon index), Index of Whitefish Abundance. For all
indicators (except Whitefish Abundance) calculated period is from 1994 to 2017, reference period 1994-2004, assessed period - 2005-2017. For whitefish index (it is based on commercial statistics)
calculated period is from 1947 to 2016, reference period - 1953-1964, assessed period - 2005-2016.
Monitoring in coastal waters is area of responsibility of Environmental Protection Agency under
Ministry of Environment. Fish indicators in 2017 as well as during the last 5 years in Lithuanian coastal
waters are not assessed (the last assessment is done in 2012).



Poland: In 2017 national coastal fish monitoring surveys were carried out on the stations located in
three transitional water bodies: Puck Lagoon, Outer Puck Bay and Vistula Lagoon. No new nonindigenous species have been observed during monitoring surveys. Since 2014, only the Nordic
coastal multi-mesh gillnets are used for coastal fish monitoring in Poland, excluding Vistula, Dziwna
and Świna river mouths where bottom trawl has been used. Currently, financing support of coastal
fish monitoring is ensured till end of 2020.
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In Poland 2017-2018 a pilot study focused on the development of monitoring methods for
recreational fisheries is conducted, funded under the EU MAP.
Denmark, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia are involved in the ongoing project on
seasonal patterns of round goby depth distribution in relation to selected environmental factors.
Manuscript presenting the main findings of the research is currently under preparation.


Sweden: monitoring in two new coastal areas (Island of Gotland and southern coast of Skåne) to be
established in 2018, pikeperch catches are collapsing in a coastal area (Östhammarsfjärden), Round
goby numbers have been increasing substantially since 2013 in an area in the southern archipelago
of Stockholm, the round goby was the most common species in the catch during test fishing in Muskö
in 2017, according to this test fishing, the number of round goby caught by gillnets in Muskö has
increased from 297 in 2016 to 1835 in 2017.
two new individuals of American lobster have been detected in Skagerrak, pacific oyster is expanding
its distribution southwards on the west coast. Also the pink salmon occurrence is increasing in the
coastal areas. Revision of the coastal fish monitoring program initiated during 2018.

2.10
The Meeting welcomed the draft Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheet on round goby (document
2-3-Rev.1), produced by national experts from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Germany, Poland and
Sweden. The Meeting noted that Finland will check the northern distribution point on the map and
encouraged also Lithuania to provide comments to the fact sheet by 28 February 2018 to
petra.kaaria@helcom.fi.

Agenda Item 3

Assessments and indicators

Thematic assessment of costal fish communities and core indicator contribution from FISH-PRO II to HOLAS
II
3.1
The Meeting considered the draft third thematic assessment of coastal fish status (document 33-Rev.1, Presentation 1) that contributes to the HOLAS II report to be published in July 2018, and provided
specific comments on the contents, as included in document 3-4.
3.2
The Meeting invited the experts to send photos on monitoring activities, coastal fish etc. to be
included in the final assessment report to the secretariat (petra.kaaria@helcom.fi) by 18 April 2018.
3.3
The Meeting agreed on the following timetable for the finalization of the work to be carried out
by Sweden:
Task
edits according to what is left to be done (see doc 3-4)
new version out for review
final review deadline
final editing
submission to STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018

Deadline
2 March
9 March
23 March
23 March – 18 April
18 April

3.4
The Meeting took note of information on contribution needs from FISH-PRO II to the update of
the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and small changes in the status of the indicator assessments between
years 2015-2016, as presented by the Project Manager (Presentation 1).
3.5
The Meeting took note of the latest updates to the coastal fish database (COOL), as presented
by the Project Manager (Presentation 1) and agreed that the data updating for 2017 will be done via an excel
template by 29 June 2018 to the Project Manager (jens.olsson@slu.se) and HELCOM Data Coordinator
(joni.kaitaranta@helcom.fi). The Meeting recalled the agreement that data updating for the indicators will
be done annually to the COOL database.
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3.6
The Meeting noted the request by Latvia to check the coordinates for the Latvian monitoring
stations (not to be on land) and noted that Latvia will submit coordinates to the Project Manager and correct
the station name for ‘Daugavgriva’.
3.7
The Meeting noted another error on the monitoring stations map (ID 35) and that Poland will
check the coordinates for the station, and submit revisions to the Project Manager.
3.8
The Meeting took note of the latest versions of the core indicator reports on Abundance of
coastal fish key functional groups (document 3-1) and on Abundance of key coastal fish species (document
3-2), noting that these will be the basis of the input for HOLAS II and the thematic assessment on coastal fish,
and that they are to be finalized by 6 April 2018.
3.9
The Meeting agreed on the following remaining work to be done regarding the reports to be
done by the Project Manager: updating maps, figures and tables with 2016 data, updating the text according
to HOLAS II terminology and reviewing and updating the text where relevant.
3.10
The Meeting agreed on the following update process for the indicator reports to be carried out
by Sweden:
Task
Revised versions of the reports finished and sent out for review
Review deadline
Final editing
Ready indicator reports
Reports submitted to STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018

Deadline
12 March
23 March
23 March  6 April
6 April
18 April

Size related indicators
3.11
The Meeting took note of recent work regarding size related indicators, presented by Örjan
Östman, Sweden (Presentation 2). When using size related indicators there is a potential for not needing
long time series in order to assess the ecological status of the fish communities and size is also easy to
measure for all fish species.
Since 2017, size related coastal fish data on cod, flounder, perch, pikeperch and whitefish has been collected
from Poland, Estonia, Finland and Sweden from years 2001-2016 and primary analyses have been carried out
by Örjan Östman on a suite of size related indicators (L90, LFI and mean length).
3.12
The Meeting welcomed data submission on size related data also from Latvia, Lithuania and
Denmark, and that Sweden intends to further work on developing the size related indicators (e.g. looking at
statistical properties of the different indicators, threshold values, impact of sex to length distribution etc.).
3.13
The Meeting noted the possibility to apply funding from different funding bodies as e.g. NCM
for arranging a workshop on size related coastal fish indicators and agreed to consider the topic again at FISHPRO III 1-2019 to review potential new results from the analyses and to discuss more in detail what to do as
regards size related in indicators in the future.

Agenda Item 4

Other activities

Coastal fish and national MSFD reporting in 2018
4.1
The Meeting took note of the questionnaire template for coastal fish MSFD reporting and noted
the information provided by Estonia, Finland, Germany (via correspondence), Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and
Sweden, as included in document 4-4-Rev.1.
4.2
The Meeting concluded that HELCOM coastal fish core indicators and the HOLAS II report have
been/will be used in MSFD reporting by several Contracting Parties.
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Recreational fisheries and ecosystem services
4.3
The Meeting noted the compiled information about coastal recreational fisheries in the Baltic
Sea countries (document 4-1), and welcomed updated information to be submitted to jens.olsson@slu.se
and petra.kaaria@helcom.fi by 28 February 2018.
4.4
The Meeting took note of the presentation on recreational fisheries in Sweden, presented by
Göran Sundblad, Sweden (Presentation 3), as well as on a compilation of information on recreational
fisheries in the Baltic Sea, presented by CCB (document 4-3, Presentation 4) and considered the information
in relation to the future work of FISH-PRO III.
4.5
The Meeting took note of the extracts of information on ecosystem services compiled from the
outcomes of recent FISH PRO meetings (document 4-2) and amended the document with new information,
as included in 4-2-Rev.1.

Agenda Item 5

Future work

5.1
The Meeting encouraged all the Contracting Parties to provide financial support to ensure
monitoring and assessment of coastal fish in order for FISH-PRO III to further use and develop the coastal fish
indicators, and suggested that this would be considered by State and Conservation.
5.2
The Meeting considered the project description for FISH-PRO III (document 5-1), work plans of
HELCOM Fish and Fish-M, especially points 1-2 and 5-2 (document 5-2), as well as the updated HELCOM
roadmap, as presented by the Chair (Presentation 1) and agreed to prepare a more concrete time plan for
future work at FISH-PRO III 1-2019.
5.3

The Meeting elected Jens Olsson, Sweden, as a Project Manager for FISH-PRO III.

5.4
The Meeting discussed the inclusion of the status of migratory fish species in the fourth thematic
assessment of coastal fish and suggested closer cooperation between Fish-M and FISH-PRO II (e.g. back-toback meetings), especially when developing the next thematic assessment.
5.5
The Meeting emphasised that in the upcoming project period of FISH PRO III it is relevant to
include additional methods for retrieving coastal fish data for the future monitoring and assessment activities
(e.g. utilizing citizen science and commercial fisheries catches) and to look into new assessment
methodologies.
5.6
The Meeting noted that the current project plan includes updating the coastal fish indicator
assessments two times within the FISH-PRO III project period and that data updates are done annually and
uploaded to the COOL database.
5.7
The Meeting was of the opinion that size related indicators should be the main focus of the
group as regards future indicator development and noted that development of an indicator on the habitat
quality for coastal fish species would also be a relevant additional topic to consider in the future.
5.8
The Meeting considered a gap analysis for coastal fish related indicators related to MSFD and
BSAP, and made an initial review of the information, as included in Presentation 1. The Meeting was of the
opinion that for MSFD D1 the key species are generic across Contracting Parties and fills the purpose
potentially with support from a size related indicator, for D3 it is difficult to find generic indicators and species
due to differences across CPs and it needs further analyses and for D4 the functional groups indicator fills the
purposes.
5.9
The Meeting considered the contribution of FISH-PRO to the evaluation of recreational fisheries
impacts, as included in the HELCOM Roadmap, and noted the following comments:


This issue is highly relevant but still a substantial challenge



To differentiate between the effect of recreational and commercial fisheries impact is challenging if
not impossible
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It is important to consider how to take into account all other affecting impacts and pressures other
than fisheries



The evaluation would need to focus on a few key species

5.10
The Meeting highlighted that assessing the impacts of recreational fisheries would be an
essential task to consider for the group in the future, and noted, however that at the moment it is too
extensive a task to be taken up by the project considering the current resources and workload. The Meeting
further suggested that funding would be applied for a project on evaluating recreational fisheries impacts on
coastal fish, and to involve also relevant additional experts to the work.
5.11
The Meeting further noted that such a project would need to make a review of already available
and ongoing national activities and information on recreational fisheries data and to produce best practices
to collect such data.
5.12
The Meeting also discussed the possibility of representing recreational fisheries pressure in the
future development of coastal fish indicators, and the need for cooperation between relevant expert groups.
5.13
The Meeting further highlighted the lack of data on recreational fisheries in the Baltic Sea: in
some countries there is no data, whereas the data availability is better in some countries.
5.14
The Meeting encouraged national experts to look into the possibility of applying for funding for
a project on recreational fisheries impacts evaluation and to consider in detail what it would take to prepare
such an evaluation and agreed to come back to the topic again in FISH-PRO III 1-2019.
Updating of coastal fish monitoring guidelines
5.15
The Meeting took note of the agreed template for HELCOM monitoring guidelines for
harmonization purposes (document 5-3) and recalled that FISH-PRO II 3-2016 agreed to use it when updating
the monitoring guidelines for coastal fish in 2018.
5.16
The Meeting agreed that Sweden will lead the activity of updating the guideline and agreed on
the following timetable for the work:
Task
First draft ready and submission to STATE &
CONSERVATION 9-2018 for information
Review by all CPs
Final draft presented at FISH PRO III 1-2019
Publication

Agenda Item 6

Deadline
12 October 2018
30 November
February 2019
Spring (after approval by STATE & CONSERVATION
10-2019)

Any other business

6.1
6-1.

The Meeting updated the list of contacts and observers of FISH-PRO II, as contained in document

6.2

The Meeting took note of the following presentations:


Outi Heikinheimo, Finland: ‘Stock-recruitment relationship in perch (Perca fluviatilis): effects of water
temperature and pikeperch (Sander lucioperca) in the Archipelago Sea’ (Presentation 5);



Elliot Brown, Denmark: ‘Harvesting geospatial data on coastal fish assemblages through coordinated
citizen science’ (Presentation 6);



Lena Bergström, Sweden: ‘Ongoing study on how coastal fish communities respond to a gradient of
eutrophication and fishing’ as well as on a project ‘Ecological compensation in coastal areas
(ECOCOA)’ (Presentation 7). The Meeting took note of a similar project on ecological compensation
ongoing in Finland, led by Kirsi Kostamo, SYKE;



Jens Olsson, Sweden (Presentation 8): ‘Using Bayesian machine learning techniques for addressing
the role of natural and human-induced drivers for coastal fish indicators in the Baltic Sea’.
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6.3
The Meeting welcomed that the manuscript ‘Essential coastal habitats for fish in the Baltic Sea’
by Kraufvelin et al. has been accepted for publication in the journal Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science. The
manuscript was produced based on information produced by the coastal fish essential habitat workshop held
in Sweden in 2015, funded by the NCM.
6.4
The Meeting noted that updates for the study on the Baltic Health Index including also coastal
fish data as lead by Thorsten Bleckner at Stockholm University will be shared by the Chair once available.
6.5
The Meeting thanked Sweden, especially Norbert Häubner, for the excellent organization and
hospitality during the Meeting.

Agenda Item 7

Next meeting

7.1
The Meeting agreed to arrange the first meeting of FISH-PRO III (FISH-PRO III 1-2019) on 12-14
in February 2019, as a lunch to lunch meeting, and thanked the Secretariat for their willingness to host the
meeting in the premises of HELCOM Secretariat in Katajanokka, Helsinki.
7.2

The Meeting agreed to include the following topics to the Agenda of FISH-PRO III 1-2019:









Publishing of the coastal fish monitoring guideline
Detailing the topics to focus on during the upcoming project period
Updating coastal fish indicators with 2018 data
Progress of work on size related indicators
Project dissemination from relevant projects (e.g. EVIDENT, ECOCOA etc.)
Detailed discussion on what is needed for recreational fisheries impact evaluation
Discussion on development of indicators on coastal fish habitats
Discussion on the need and possibility to involve work on anadromous fish and eel under the
project

Agenda Item 8

Outcome of the meeting

8.1
The Meeting adopted the draft outcome of the Meeting. The Outcome of the Meeting, together
with the documents and presentations considered by the Meeting are available on the HELCOM Meeting
Portal.
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