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EN-Noise 1-2017

Annotations to the Provisional Agenda
1-2
CMNT
1 – Adoption of the Agenda
15.9.2017
Secretariat

The EN-Noise 1-2017 Meeting will be opened at 10:00 on Wednesday, 4 October 2017 and it is expected to
terminate by 16:00 on the same day. A Joint Session of OSPAR ICG-Noise and HELCOM EN-Noise will be
held on the following day, Thursday, 5 October 2017 (9:00-16:00h).
Day 1, Meeting of the HELCOM EN-Noise
Agenda Item 1

Adoption of the Agenda

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the Meeting (document 1-1).
Agenda Item 2

Underwater noise as part of the Ministerial Meeting 2018

The Secretariat will inform on the status of preparations of the HELCOM ministerial Meeting to be held on 6
March 2018, in Brussels.
HELCOM 37-2016 adopted the ‘Regional Baltic Underwater Noise Roadmap 2015-2017’ as included in Annex
3 to the Outcome of HELCOM 37-2016. The Roadmap is based on five steps aiming to prepare a knowledge
base towards a regional action plan on underwater noise in 2017/2018 to meet the objectives of the 2013
Ministerial Meeting, and of the EU MSFD for HELCOM countries being EU Member States.
The Meeting is invited to note progress in the implementation of the regional underwater noise roadmap,
and provide their views on future steps and associated timetable to continue HELCOM work on underwater
noise (document 2-1).
Agenda Item 3

Update of the underwater noise section within the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’
report

HOD 52-2017 (Outcome of HOD 52-2017, para. 2.39) approved the First version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea
report, June 2017’ and agreed on its publication on the HELCOM website, with the understanding that a final
consolidated report will be prepared by June 2018. The report contains a section on underwater noise which
is also to be revised based on the feedback provided by Contracting Parties at HODs 52-2017 (Annex 4 of
Outcome of HOD 52-2017) and subsequently (e-mail communication).
The Meeting will be invited to discuss and agree on further steps to revise the current section on underwater
noise in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report, June 2017’ aiming at submitting the revised document to the
upcoming HOLAS II Core team meeting, to be held on 28-29 November 2017 for consideration (document 31).
Agenda Item 4

Underwater noise indicators: from pre-core to core indicators

Work on the continuous sound pre-core indicator has been led by Poland, with Denmark, Finland, Germany
and Sweden as co-lead countries. The indicator concept has been defined, although further discussions are
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to continue in the frame of the HELCOM EN-Noise to address German recommendations to monitor higher
frequencies (for instance, 2kHz and 10 kHz). The assessment protocol has been described; further work is
envisaged to ensure that it only considers those areas where specific sound sensitive species occur.
The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on further steps to finalize and operationalize this indicator
(current version of the indicator report).
Work on the impulsive sounds pre-core indicator has been led by Germany, with Denmark, Finland and
Sweden as co-lead countries.
The indicator concept is defined as sound events which effective time duration of individual sound pulses is
less than ten seconds (i.e. impulsive). Good status has not been defined, however could be further developed
by considering the frequency and distribution of the impulsive noise events that will not have an adverse
impact on elements of the marine environment that are to reach good status (occurrence and seasonal
sensitivity level of target species along with an ecosystem approach of impacts).
The Meeting is invited to discuss and agree on further steps to finalize and operationalize this indicator
(current version of the indicator report).
Agenda Item 5

Future work and any other business

The Meeting might wish to consider any other matters raised by the delegations and observers at the
Meeting.
Agenda Item 6

Outcome of the Meeting

The draft Outcome of the Meeting will be presented for adoption. The final Outcome, together with
documents and presentations considered by the Meeting will be made available on the Meeting Site.
Day 2, Joint Session of OSPAR ICG-Noise and HELCOM EN-Noise

Agenda Item 1: Opening
1.

Opening, participation, domestic arrangements

2.

Adoption of the draft agenda

Agenda Item 2: Update on HELCOM Activities
1.

General update on on-going and planned HELCOM Activities including; the Roadmap for
Underwater noise, report on noise sensitive species in the Baltic Sea and the HELCOM Input to
the process of establishing environmental targets for underwater noise.

Agenda Item 3: Update on OSPAR Activities
1.

General update on on-going and planned OSPAR Activities including; the CEMP Guidelines for
Impulsive Noise and the Impulsive Noise Registry.

Agenda Item 4: Update on EU Technical Group on Underwater Noise
1.

Update on the work programme (2016-2019) of EU TG Noise.

Agenda Item 5: Discussion on Topics of Joint Interest
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1.

The revised EU Commission Decision on MSFD Criteria and Methodological Standards on GES
of marine waters: discussion on the role and possible contribution by HELCOM and OSPAR
taking into account regional or sub-regional specificities

2.

Further development of the Impulsive Noise Registry and the development of impact
indicators;

3.

Monitoring of continuous noise: from projects to monitoring programmes including data
arrangements.

4.

Any other issues for discussion

Agenda Item 6: Report of the meeting and follow up
1.

Finalisation of the meeting report;

2.

Future cooperation and follow up actions.
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