
EMODnetSeabed Habitats -
Overview of data and data products

4th meeting of the HELCOM Expert Network on Benthic habitats (EN-BENTHIC 2-2020)

11 November 2020

Leena Laamanen*

Mickaël Vasquez* *

Eleonora Manca***

*SYKE

**Ifremer

***JNCC



Structure
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1. Backgroundof EMODnetSeabedHabitats
2. EMODnetSeabedHabitatsportal and accessto data
3. Plansfor the nextyear
Å EUSeaMapmodelledin EUNIS2019 & MSFD BHT
Å Collateand makeavailablemoredata (e.g. Natura 2000 

habitats)
4. Feedback on requirementfor habitatmappingproducts in the

future

The Meeting is invited to give views and inputto the plans for further 
work.



Background
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Launched by DG-MARE in 2009 (Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries)

Role: to unlock hidden and fragmented marine data and resources

OBJECTIVES

Ą Reduce costs (re-use existing data)

Ą Reduce uncertainty in knowledge of the oceans and the seas
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The beginning of EMODnet(European 
Marine Observation and Data Network) 
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EMODnet created portals, giving access to a 
range of data archives across 7 disciplines



Data Metadata

Data Products Data Services
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EMODnetSeabed Habitats

Coordination: Ifremer

Technical project management: JNCC



2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Phase Iðcoord. JNCC

Å A broad-scaleseabed habitat map for limited

basins

Phase IIðcoord. Ifremer

Å A broad-scalehabitat map for all 

basins

Phase IIIðcoord. JNCC,then Ifremer

Å A multi -resolution broad-scalehabitat map

ÅMake primary data and metadata available
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The development of EMODnetSeabed 
Habitats in different phases

Phase 1

A broad-scale seabed habitat map (EUSeaMap) for a limited selection of basins 

(including Baltic)

Phase 2

EUSeaMapextended to all basins

Phase 3

EUSeaMapwith improved resolution

Making existing data (survey maps, groundtruth ) and metadata available
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EMODnetSeabedHabitatsportal
and accessto data
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